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>r  the  pleasure   of    those  who   love  rae  -     oved  ones  and 
frienua  -   3    an  writ  lag       few  of    iho    Incidents  of  ry   _i.c  a3   I     A  ^ 

there  no-      t    the   age   of   sixty-i  ivc  ,    Vut     i  Ih  no    int  ntion 
at  all  th-  t   these    iter.s    be  given  to    the   public. 

j    life   be  .an   in  1851.      :!y  grandfather,   Joseph       trin^iield 
came   ov  r  f  rora  ttng>aHil     ad   settled  on  "1   ck  Hiv  r,     .a.xson 

aunty,    3 orth   Carolina  and  married  a      is     9  ell.  't   Ion; 

beiore   he   had  quite   a  family     n.    b  ease   quit     wealthy    in  whs 
was   then  Known  as    the  real  property   of    the   3outh  -  negroes. 

hen   I  used  to  vi-it   him  he  h.     eighty-cieven  of   the   e  negroes 
upon  who  he   lavished   kindness,   never  allowing   one   oi    his  ncD-;  oes 
to   be  punished. 

y  i    th  r,   leyton  R*   married  tighter  of   one   oi    the      ta  c 

enators,   David   Jones,   ana   settled   on     oore's     reek,    in  what 
then  Bow  llano  ver  County.        rom  1  51  to  1361  7   recall   a  fen    in- 
st  nces  which  made  a  powerful   impression  on  me*      I  had   heard 
much  talk  of   the    n    ,ro  speculator «   but   it   h  d  not  been  mj 
privilege  to    ae<    th     sale   of   negroes*   but   1.  ter  when  I    <a     pre  seat 
at  one   of  these  sales,    it   seemed   to     e    to   be  the  darkest  day  in 
m„     .hole   history,      hen       ..rout    of   negroeo   -rre   called   -r,p  to 
Inspected   by  the     ;luve  traders.      I  recall    i        tean    dropping    =  rom 
the  ey  a   of   the   colored   people      a    the   thought   of    bein^   separated 
from  their  loved   ones   forced    Itself  u:    n   ther.        own   in  my  soul 
I  said   "It's  wrong",    though       boy   of   ie    s    than   ten  yes 

The   nr»t   incident   was   in  a  tremendous    thui  ith 

my  father*            a     frightened  beyond  description  until  i    t; 

put  my  head  under  his  great  coat,   then     11  wa       ell.  rhaps, 

the    reason  this    incident   clings   to   a<    so   ienaneiously  is  because 

a  fen  years  afterwa  d  as   I  learned   mo   e  about  eternal  matters, 
I  found   th:  t   that     as   exactly   vhat   the  Lo                 to  a 
covering  from  the   tri   Is,   temptation       nd  anxieties   oi    life* 

From  18C1  to   1865  was  the   time   of   the  gr  at  rebellion  -   the 
^reai   Civil     a     between     he      tates.      Uy  father  s  nd  mother  gladly 

re   five  toys   to   the  army   oi    the   ^onfede     c.     to   f  igh&.  f  or 
principals   they   reg  rded  dearer   than  life.      They   di delight    to 
keep  the  negroes   in  slavery*      The  negroes  were  not  tne   -  ause   of 
the   great  rebellion,      fasy      sre    only  an  excuse.        j    i     ther  asked 
pe   ■  ission  to   #oin  the    army  with   his  five   boys   bu  refused  on 

account  of   his  age. 

bout    t    J      time   my  eldest   oister,   Ann,    the      ife   of   3.      .      veritt 
had  ben   :oisned    by    the    doctor   u8ing   S0Rle   kin^0£   a   Mdicine   to 
cure  a  great   boil  on  bar  breast.       ;he  became        ravine    man!    c.        it 
five   brothers    in   the      ar,   a  d    ngerously    las  nfe   sister  at   home,   all 
of  our  hearto    ...re   grieved   from  hour  to  hour.      Finally  father 
succeeded    In   £<  ttiag  my  sister    into   the      nylu 

she  remained   four  years,    insane,    ho   ever,    only  o      the    time, 

but   they  did  not    think    it  ~ise  for  her  to   hear   the    bad   news  fj 
the  battlefields      so  kept  her    there   until   the   oloae    o      the    .ar. 

In  Xovemeer,    f63     y  f    ther  died,    leaving      otl  later     nd 
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The  matter    of  food  was  a  great  and   serious   one;    for    the    soldiers 
must   be  led  and  the    ■  dows  and  children     t   home  i  ust   b     i.ed  to   say 
nothing     f    the   3  av ea   th  t   had  to  be   cared   for.      For    the   most   p  rt 
in  our  fit   1  nds  we   lived   on  the  production  of   t   r  and   turpentine 
and  when   the  war  began   the   sale   on   this  article  ended.        Cur 
farms   in  the  flat  lands  were   v:ry  p.  or.       "he  horses    ..ere    token 
to   the  front,    leaving   only   oxen  at  home   to    cultivate    the    soil.    ■ 

In  June  1863  ray  brother,    David (   ems  shot  on  the    ■    1  lefield. 
His  wicked    brother   J.    P.    was  standin_   by   bis   side   to  whoa  he 
delivered   this   message:      "Tell  mother  it    is  all  right    to  meet   me 
in  Heaven."     To   his  wicked  brother  he   s    id,    "J.   whatever  you  do 
meet  me   in  Heaven* a 

"he  women  and  girls   met  at   the  churches    to    pray    that    the  war 
mi_ht   be   brought   to  i    close.      ~he3e  were   the  most  solemn  i 
ever     new  -      t /as   tVie    soldiers  c'ying   on   the   b  ttlefield  and   the 
possibility  of   those     t  ho   e  starving.       iany   v/ere  the  bitter  cold 
days  that    *  went  with  an  ox  cart   to   secure   corn  iron  neighbors, 
who  had     ettcr  farming   1  nd   than  ours.      Something     uite  remark  ble 

s    r  look  back  with  <•  11   the  whi;e  men  in  the     ar,   the  negroes, 
women     n     chil dr n  left,    in  all  of   the   South    T    never  heard   of 
white  woman  bein;  treated  disrespectfully  by  any  negro  dialing    the 
four  years   of   strUe.        ecently   I  ran  across   the   following    epitaph 
taken  from  a   monuiaent   of  a   Megro  al    Fort   Hills,    5-    C. 

1860  -  Xedicated   to    the   ti  ithful   slaves   who,    loyal 
to  a  sacred      rust,    toiled   for    the    support    oi    the 
army,   with  1  atchless   devotion     nd      ith  sterling 
fidelity  guarded  our  a,  nd 

children,   during   the    struggles  for    Dhe      rincipla 
our  Confederate  Btat  a  o,     iserica* 
1865" 

y   old  nurse.   Aunt  issie,   who  used   to    take  re   to    the  field 

with  her   entertained  me  for    ho  rs  bw    talking    to   me   about  bad   peo 

g   ing   to    Use   bad  place.  This  would  distr     s  me  greatly     nd    I    ;ould 

go   home  and    tell  mothe  of    it:    who  would    talk   to   Be  about    '.eaven 
the   place     here    the   Lord   took  all   the  good  people.          he    picture 

of   Heaven     n     hell   led  e    in  a  few  years  after  th    t    to   0ive   ray 
heard   to   the  Lord. 

Sherman* s   army,    passing   our     lace    .in    •   ril    '68  waa    to   1  e  a 
deplorable    spectre.      "here    case   hundreds    of   negroes    into  our  horse 
'  nd  yard3  t„    take   everything.      I,   being  the   only  little  man 
about,   '  ecided   to   do  what    I   could   to   protect  my  mother  and    sister 
froa   this  mob,    but  my  little   bird  gun  wan    3oon  bent   dou   le  and 
thrown  a     y.      Mother  beckone     to    the  Yankee    ;-eneral  and    when  he 
ode  do   n   the   land   rapidly   -  nd   snd,        adam,    what  do  you  wish' 
9he   said,    "deneral    I  don't  mine;   starving    myself,    but    it   seems    co 
me    I  cannot  bear   to    see  my   little  boy  and   little   girl   etarve." 
He,   seeing,   what  the  refugeea   sere  doing  stepped   on  iroiat   porch 
and   with  a  pistol   in  each  hand    quickly  cleared    the   place     f    those 
rob- ers. 

A  few  years  after    th   t    J  gave   myself   to   the   Lord.      The   pictu.e 
of   that  Yankee   General  walking  our  front  porch    wrote    itself   on  my 
mingt-as  a  beautiful   illustration  of  exactly  the   thin^   that   the 
cvior  o.»    the     .orld     oes  for  me    or  any  poor  sinner  who   beckins 
to  Him.     From  that  day  until  this   l  have   ha      it  .    rt   at     q        Aift^h 
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prayer  that   the   Lord     ould  oaily  walk  my  front  proeh.      The 
beautiful  message    ihat   ev       c     e    to   us   sae   the  announce   ent   that 
the  war  over.      Cf  all   the  Joys   that  ever  ps    sod   jur   i-ouls 

the   r  turn  of   our   bo./s,    wounded   or  what   not   they    rert      ceeived 
joyfully. 

CU:         .      TY 

e    -ere   lei  t    vith  nothing.        he     hole    land    *as      tripped    of    its 
wealth,       "his,    howev  r,   wa3  a  Batter   of   only   e   3hort   time    for   :. 
received  hi^h     riceo  for   t   r  and    turpentine.      Mjy    trot  .era  xnXli. 
uniting    their  effort:  we   soon  got  rich   or,   at   lea^t     rich   enough 
to  hold  twenty  gold   piece.;,    bad  line     ousea     n,.    I  ine  clothes. 
About   the    time     e  hd    reached  the  height   of    our  wealth.    h  ving 
a  very  large    store   the   boy:   w.  nted    to  do    business    on  a  grand   soa&e 
taking   p    t   ern  after   some  oi    tiaxjdLx      the    large      a  1<  -rch  nts 

of   the  big  cities.      'rhey   bought  a   .    rrell   of   li  uor  and   put   it    in 
the   Ftore  -  not   lor  sale  at  all,    but   th  t   the   customers   night  go 
to   the  barrel     no   draw  out   as  much     s    they  wished   to  drink   without 
cost   before   they  did   their   trading.        his  was   th       rind    n  j    to   do 
in   thoee  days.      I  took    in  all    of   this,   .  ounp      a    I    .      .        n  a   little 
while   all   the    wealth  se  h  d    took  -Tings     n<  e   reduced  to  the 

direst   poverty.      This   wane   to  on    this      ise.  a 

deadly   dis<  t    that   time  and   my  brother,    who   died  with    it, 

came   ho   e  not   knowing  what  was   the   mr.ter.      Very   soon  he   died  and 
ail   the    h   1   nee   of    us   sere    t- ken  with    smallpox.        t    this   time    it 
was  Just   as   easy  for       horse   or  a   cov,   to  die,    or  1  nt^tion   to 

be  sonsumed   by  lire  as   if    that  v:er     an  ordinary   thing.      This     ect 
on  until  we  h  d  ■  bsolutely  nothing.    From  then  until  no      T   have 

rded    it       f    tal  thing  for  any     e   to    set  his   heart     1    the    things 
of   this  world   to   the   neglect   of   Christianity.        ft   r     11   our 
property    ,qs  destroyed   ny   brothers   c  med   to   h  ve    plenty  of   time 
.o  Oo    to   church    .nd   to  our  heart's  delight  all   of    then;    -ere   con- 
verted,       uite   soon  all    the  boys  were  riar   ied,    leaving   me  at      one 
with  nother  aad    sist   r      Sue  and        ister  Am        r]  ose   husband    Had 
been  killed  by  the   fallin     of        limb   in   '(7.        hile   plowing   an 
ox  and   helping  as  best    I  co   Id    in   the    support   o,    the  family, 
i.    came  to  as    that    I  must  ^ive   my  life   to  the  ministry.      I  ;iiade 
a  proposition  to   the  Lord  that   if  he  would   excuse  me  from,  this     ork 
th   t       would   _ ive  for   the   support   of      noihe-    over   one- third   of 
all  that    I  could  rake  during  my    Life,      However,    I  could    not   get 
■  -vay  from  the    impression  thtt   the   Lord     antec  ine    to    prei  ch. 

Cn  January  31,    1873  bj     other   ;  ied.      I   went   out    in    the    old 
field,    1  ell  down  on  the   earth     nd    told   the   Lord    that  Catherv 

less,   motherless,    homeless,    friendless   and    pe   niless.      T   asked 
Him  to    let   ne  h  ve   Jesus   th  t  God   Himself   night   be   ay  father  aad 
mother,    Jesus  my  Saw lour  and  friend.      Its  a  joy   to   me    to   bear 
testimony   to   the    fact   th  t  from  that   d  y   until   this  day  He  lie      been 
fi  ther  and  wothei      nd   Jesus  has  never  failed     e.      The    in  r«    sio  i 
to  preach  wold  not  le  ve  me  yet    1   saw  no   .ther  way    to   be    trained 
for  a  v/ork  30  gre    t;      nd ,    t:>o,        could  not    le  ve  my  sister    ;loae. 

ne  day        was   pie   in;    in  the  field  aad    p   ite  suddenly    ■      a  ■   3eised 
with  b   rain  in  my  back.      7  fell  down     cross    the   corn  row  and   remains'' 
there  until  someone    took  m~  hone.      "or   -r;o- e    days   Uii3  pain  held   me. 
I  finally  told  the      ord   that    if  He  would   be  my     hysician  and   take 
this   pain  away  that    I   would  go    to   Colle   e.      I    would   not    venture 
to  give   publicity  to  a  statement    like   thi3,   but    it    la    true   th   t 
quite   soon  the   pain  left     e.      1   then   told   ny  sister   to   fix  up 
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clothes    :    h d   th  t    I  had    to  go    to   college,  e  did   so,  ±xm 

tying   them  up    La  ket  h  nd     rchief  all  the   elothing    r  bad 

besides   what    I   had   on  my     back.      She   hardest   trial  of    my  life   up 
to   that   tin*    raa   leading   home,    or    the  place        called  home,      nd 
leaving   rny  two    sist  r3   to   provide   for    ther.se Ives.      I   started 
off  without  a   book  to  walk  a  hundred  miles  to     ake   Forest   College. 
I  certainly  depended    an  the   Lord   to   direct  me.      I   could   not   trust 
myself   to   look  back     s    "  walked  away  from  my  hoi  c-       io  walking 

cross   the  ro:td  until   I  got    the    thick  woods  between  ise   and    the 
house,    lest,   my  heart   should   f    il   me*    '    *ept   an     pr  yed   until  my 
hevd  seemed   to  be  a  fountain  of   tears*      Balking  ':   few  Biles  at 
the   time,    I  would  go   out    in  the   woods    .here    I  would   not     e 
disti  o    th  t    I  might   powr  out    my  soul   to    iod.         'has   I  did 

continually  until    I   bv  d  walked      ixty  miles  mid    I    decided   to   stop 
in  a  home   to   spend   the   ni^ht.      I  happened  to  be  at   :    time  '..hen 
they  gre  tly  needed  someone   to   teach  and   they  suggested    th  t 
stop  with   ther;  and     e   ch        raontfc  or    two.      This   I  did,    -   not 
qualified  at     11  to    teach,   but  quite  enthusiastic  on  discipline, 
which  seemed  to   be   the  mo    t    lap  or  t   nt  matter   in   that   co  oUj  ity. 

fter  p-.ying       few  tiebts    t  .    nag    i    to  get  to     ake  Forest   in  1975 
to  rema ih  until  June  of   the  same  ye  t.      I   had    only     ?:.00   in  ay 
pocket    .hen   I  jot  to     ake  Fore    t.      1    vent   to  the   hotel      t   once 
and    told    the   ran,        jor   Dixon,    th  t    I  had   no    money   but    tlr  t    I 
.-.anted  to   bo-  rd  with  him  and    th  t    I  would  pay  him   later.     Re 
said  all  right  and    I  remained   there  with  i  lmost   no   money   until 
June.       y  sister  sold  a       t  cow  for     6.00   in  cash  to   pay  my     ay 
home,      aoon  as    I  got  hone    I  bought  beef   sown  on  credit     nd  drove 
them  thirty-three  miles  to     liraington  until       made  enough  money 
to   [ay  my   indebtedness  at     ake   Forest  College.      During  the   n  .  t 

was  working   very  h  rd   to  make  enough  money  to  return 
to   Co  lege.      T  was   delighted   to  be  known     o  a  book     gent,      "his 
position  was   one  of  honor     nd   respecti  bility   in  those   days.        t 
is   not   taking    too   much  credit   to  myself   to   say    th   t   no   man  ever 
had  more  fun  selling  books   th   n   I  did.      I  did   not   thick   then,    but 
b  ve   been  convinced   sine-    th  t    those    two   yea  scent   selling 

books  and  studying   busk  nity  amounted   to   .     _  r   at  deal   in  my  education. 

awing  been  suite    successful   in     el   lng  books    :    met        friend 
'o  needed   some   money  and   1   t  him  have      h  t       h  id   earned  until   I 
should   need   it  to  pay  my  e    penses  at     'ake   Forest.      Froi     that   cay 
until   this   I  have   s<:en  nor   heard  of    feb  t   ran,    but    I    vent   t      College, 
depending  on  th.  t  cash  that  nev<  r  care.     How   I  got   through  College 
is  a   tale  too   long   to   tell.      I  graduated    in  1882   worth     540.00 
less  than  nothing.      About   this   time   I  decided   of   al     the   things    in 
this  world   I   needed  was  somebody  to  help  me    sta    t   out  and   I  fouhd 
a  soman*   who,    I  was  quite   convinced,      ould   be  ...  faithful  hell    r; 
so    in   lepteraber   oi    the   same  year   I  was   married.  t    kind   of  a 

husband   I  have      .dc ,    I   leave  for  that  woman  to    tell.      I  might  aay , 
ho  ever,    th  t    I   think    I   have   been  a  model  husband. 

.1  ■■[   •■-. 

'fekei  ield  High     chool  -   E|s   previous  arrangements    I  opened 
the       keiield   High  School  on  the   15th  of    September  13     .      I     eing 
the  Principal,   my  wife  and    two  other   teachers   the    real  workers 
in  the  schooli.      At    this   time    I  wa3   pastor  of  four  country 
churches  and  having   oversight   of   this  High  School,        e     ex'e 
boarding   pupils    in  the  community  at    ;7.00  per  month.      Wife     n 
I  were  paying    .8.00  per  month.      Having  had  such       hard    time  at 


5-  C.    L.    Strin      !  ■  1 

college   i  yself  and   seeing  what  a  hf.rd   time   other   poor  boys   h  d, 
I  determined   never  to  turn  rqy  back  on  any     oor  toy   or  ..  irl 
needed  help,    if    I  knew    it.      So   beginning      t    one'    with 
of   $540*00   a   brand  new  wife,    $16.0     worth  of   furniture,    wl  ich 
I  bought  on  credit,    I  listened  to  t  e   cried  of   :    poor  boy 
girl  whore      o   rd    I   paid  for  along  with  my  a  n  and  -me 

price,    Baking     ZP.00       month   I   paid  for  bo-  rd  for  n„    elf,    rife 
snd  a   '.oy  and  e   girl.      How   this   impressed  my  new  wif e ,    I  did 
not  know.      At    th  t    time    ?he    :   s   very  busy   taking    in  her   an 
situation  and    said    nothing      bout    this  m  t  ter. 

succeeded    in  g<  tting  almost   enough  fro  tuition  to  pay 

the   teachers.       'hat    I   lacked   of   paying   them  froi.    this    fund,    I    took 
out  of  ir.y  own  |  ocket.        The    school  began  to  grown  at   once    .  nd 
soon  the  building  waa    too   amall    to   accommodate    the      u.-ils.      Tn 
the  meantime    I  h:^d  associ   ted  with  me  from  tiue    to      i    e      r.'rar>^V 
no-    oi    Tuland    University;      r-    Clifford,   no.    1     yer   at   Dunn,   If,      .; 
and  Prof*    ".   J.   Ferrelli   no     of     "  redith  College.     All   these 
did  great   work,  adding   natch  to  th.    power  of   the   school     nd    in  the 
community.  necessity  for  oa   <  lag     lace   became  so  c:r     t 

th:  t    I  undertook  the   erection  o;    a   large   boarding  house, 
father-i;:-! .  w  kindly  consented   to  furnial     the   lua      r,      hich  I 
hauled  from   •;■  leigh,   a  distance   of    t.snty  mile-,    paying   for   the 
hauling  for  the  most   part  by  •'.eight.      '/lien  T  needed   money   I 
bo  rowed   it   so   that  by   the    time    the   house    -as  finished   ti. 
auite  a  respectable  mortg  ga  on  it.      From  the  time  the    boarding 
department    w   s   opened  until   I   left    "akef ield  eleven  years   1   ter, 
I  mange-    to     eep  on-half    losen   :r  more  young  men  ■  nd    women, 
who  did  not    pay  any  bo    rd.      Those  who   did   pay   paid    only      7.00 
per  month.        e    bought   line        ef   lor  bg  and   C0  a  lb.    chickens 
from  1     to   20       a  piece,    e^^c   80  and   10£  a  dozen;  e     fori   tb   t 

I  was  doing  seemed   not    to  be  enough  for  ae   so    I  went    twenty   nil 
away  and   built  another   school   in  lson  County,    employed    teaches     , 

•f#eS8SSfIyrffiPffi«1Sfte^5  t;  \*8L& 

aehoola   besides  my  church  work.      I  g.ew   in  po   ular-ity  aa  a 
nJ   a-;   finally  became      -a  tor   of  what-   is   now    .  ul  en  Memorial   ghurch 
in  Ralel      ,       -iving   twenty  miles    through  the  country   ev  ry  Sunday 
afternoon   to      reach  there   Sunday   «   eninga.      I     ust  have    been 
quite   a   busy   :-;&n» 

A  great    rany  times  have    I  walked  t,.e   floor  during   the  midni 
hours  and   prayed   that    t     •     ora  would  help     e   to  provide   food  for 

boys  and      iris,      ht  this  writin  nnot  rec  s     i    - 

turn  ber  of  young  men  and  women  who*  I  aided.  ie 

done  core  and  spent  more  money  x  >ti     i    people's 

Children  than   I  have   for  my    i  wi  ,        Having  with  ail     y  heart,    that 
if    I   would    look  af      r  tuose  who  nee aed   ;.e,    the     ord 
lo:k  after  mine   and    to   this   day   if    I   were   to    recc 
child   en  have  looked  aft  r,   all  would  believe   th:    etatemeut   that   l 
iiave  just     made.      It   is   a  source   of 

til  a    to      i    d    the  boys  and  girls  whom  I   helped  ana  who  ca-.e   -  nder   the 
influence   of   of  that  scool   sc   ttered  h«^re  and   there,    standing    ttj 
in    the  worj.d      s   men     nd    women   for  God.      In  i         the 

necessity   of  a    .arg-r  school  building    ,    I   gave     5  0.  a  ~y       >rt, 

while   other   rich  men  gave  $19Q«Qi  .  secured  a  very  fine   school 

building  108  ft.    long,    00   ft.   wide  and  two  stories  high  with 
a   hall  that  would  seat  1200     eople.       ifter  we  had  t  t    in     hie 

building  two  years  some,  wretch  burned   it,    but  the  burning  or    the 
building  did  not    destroy  the  school  for  anotxie.-  was   e_  ortly 

afterward*     Wife  and  I   be^im  to  find  out    that  we  weee   ex]  acted   to 
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lead  the  community  in  every  activity.   However,  the  people 

failed  to  appreciate  what  we  were  doing  for  the  poor  hoys  and  girls 

who  wo  j  Id  come  to  us  and  we  became  very  tired  of  thss  and  after 

remaining  there  eleven  years  I  resigned  all  my  work  to  accept 

the  pastorate  regularly  of  wha  t  is  now  fullen  Memorial  in  Raleigh. 

From  1893  to  1894  I  greatly  enjoyed  the  pastorate  of  this  church 

My  salary  was  ^300000   a  year,  provided  that  was  enough  for  the 

maintainance  of  my  family.   If  it  was  not  enough  then  I  ms  tohg  o 

to  John  Bullen ' s  bank  and  help  myself. 


THE  UHWRITIBN  HISTORY  OF  MEREDITH  COLLEGE 

At  the  dedication,   Governor  Aycock,  Dr.  C.  E.   Taylor  and 
myself  weee  on  the  rostrum.   I  do  not  know  what  those  boys  said. 
I  could  not  listen  to  them;  I  was  busy  making  myspeeck.   My  sub- 
ject was,"lho  built  Meredith  College"?   aJL^xixxaxixihstixamHsyx 
±t±XH3±xkKi±x±x±i'x;x  MEHKjcxjixjixHHtxiiiiii^xxtx   and  I  said  I  did  not 
know.   Ho i  I  dio  not  say  that.   I  said  I  did  know  that  money  did 
not  build  it.   Money  did  not  build  itl    A  god  given  message 
built  it. 

A.t  the   Convention  at  dailotte,  Wake  Forest   College  was  in 
great  need  of  money,  and  was  being  urged  to  O: en  its  doors  to 
women.    The  message  God  gave  us  there  was   "The  sacredness  of  girl- 
hood, the  sacredness  of  womanhood,  the  sacredness  of  motherhood 
and  the  sacredness  of  the  home.   My  first  hea  tache  my  sweetheart 
gave  me.   I  was  the  happiest  and  the  handsomest  man  you  ever  saw 
the  Jay  Meredith  College  uas  dedicated.   Governor  Aycock,  the  silver 
tongued  orator  of  North  Carolina  was  sitting  on  the  rostrum.   Dr. 
Charles   Taylor,  President  of  Wake   Forest  was  sitting  there. 
I  was  sitting  there.   What  they  said  I  do  not  enow,  but  I  had  to 
say  a  few  words,  and  I  said  the  few  words  I  have  written  here.   I  stid 
that  I  did  not  buld  Meredith  College,  money  did  not  build  it,  and 
that  it  is  a  mighty  poor  College  that  money  can  build.   I  have 
seen  great  churches  that  money  built,  and  nobody  attended  ihem 
except  the  pastor  and  three  or  four  of  the  deaf  one.   I  got  through 
my  speech  by  only  repeating  the  message  I  read  a  moment  ago. 

Mr.  W.  ¥.  Jones  came  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  would  look  after 
thid  institmtion.   I  said  I  could  not.    Brother  Jones  to  pray 
about  it,  and  like  a  dunce  I  went  to  praying,  and  the  more  I 
prayed  about  it  the  more  I  had  to  neglect  my  church.   I  finally 
gave  in  my  resignation,  but  the  people  would  not  accept  it.   I 
can  hardly  tell  this,  because  when  you  get  to  dealing  with  the 
Lord  you  are  not  dealing  with  nan.   My  wife  took  me  in  the  parlor 
one  day  and  said,  "Do  you  believe  the  Lord  wantssyou  to  do  that." 
I  said,   "With  all  my  heart  I  believe  it".    She  said,   "Go  on  and 
do  your  best,  and  I  will  pray  for  you  every  day,  "and  I  went  on,  and 
she  raised  the  children.   God  paid  me  for  doing  what  he  wanted 
me  to  do. 

I  had  no  speech.   I  had  never  heard  a  speech  on  the  education 
of  girls  in  my  life.    They  said  eoucate  the  boys  and  let  the  girls 
get  married.   I  heard  the  presidents  of  one  or  two  of  these 
colleges  say,  "A  girl  ought  to  be  educated  that  she  may  marry  well", 
or  "She  ought  to  be  educatdd  in"  order  that  she  should  be  able 
to  support  herself,  if  she  should  fail  to  get  married." 
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That   ia    the   only  thing   I  ever  heard   In  fforth  Carol:  ut 

ducating   girls,      I  did  not   know  how   to    get  a   speech,  bit  God     a   e 
me  the  greatest  j  »ard   in  -ill  my  life*      it   i     the 

i  <e   greatest   re    I  -  tne  educ   tion   of 

id9   -;er  manners  and  her  bo    1* 

went  to  t  t      :,  tl      *  -     College 

was  ia  need  of  money*   and   they   raised  the  moneys         it     4,000.      I 
was   in  charge  and   'jr.   C.  Durham   and    four   or  five   otto   rs         e  -rig 

<axxKKxxx£txxx-  "ollege.       The     continued  ape  nd 

apeak in  i,  .  few  minutes.       -r.    ?.      .    ■'  •■■ 

was    in  such  a  fir  he  went  to   th<?  hotel   and    went   to       ■  :.         i   cri 
and  cried  and   cried*      I  writ  to   "jr.      ri1 
walki  floor*    ri     ;ing  id    ■   ■  id   I   happened    to    look   out   of 

window,   an      the  Lord's  wo  s,      "I  will  lo  k  unto 

th     hilrs,   froi    when  a  comcth  my  hel    ".      1  went  back  in,  .  ut 

time,  everythi  ready   to  adjourn.     X  jumped  on   the   plat- 

form  and   I   went  to  speaking*      God     Almighty  took  charge   of  t. 
crowd  *?'ith  his  mesaa  e.      They  had  just  L,    2  don't  know  now  many 

thousands   for  :e        rest.      I   said   I   had    to    ..     a      2,000,  ey 

I,a-00j2foo     in   fire  minutes   on   top  of  the     4,000   they  had 
just  given   7ake  Forest.      I  said    that  whs  enough.  ta  the 

way  to  do.      I  did  not  ask  for  a  cent  of  money   the  first  year. 

I  said,   Ri  want  you".     l*ow    I    cos. a  to    the  si   prayer   meeting 

I   ever  attended. 

Dr.   C.     Durham,      .      .   Jones,   ,T.      .      r   a   .ton,      .      .        arter  and 
Dr.    A.      .  a.    pastor  of  the   Tabernacle  were   there.      I  hive  been 

in  many  a  prayer  meeting,  but  never  one   like   that*       They  kept  prayi 
and  praying  and   praying.        Ti.ey   said,    "Go    Brother   Stringfieid*"      1  a     id 
I    had  new  he  ere  tu  go,   th>t    I  was  not    invited  anyw  ere.      1  went  home 
and  my  wife  said  ou   going-"      I  said,    "I  do   not   know."      I 

could  talk    to  the   conductor  as   I  had  a  ticket  and   co   Id  riie   all   over 
t  e   state,   and  did  not  have  to    tell  him  where    I  ig* 

on   the   train    ind   rode  and   rode  and  rode.      When   the    conductor   a  .id 
Wadeaboro,    I   jumped  up  wi  th   my     ri     and  got   off    th     t  ain*  :;;r 

said,    "I  am  so    glad   to    ae     you.      I   was   thinking  about    invitij  to 

come".      I  went   to  has   church  t  to   w*e   govington  church* 

ell,    I  got  aoce   money. 

eacredne       o     girlhood.  I   should   ..  to     i*i  ht  here,    or 

if   it  I    take     a    ten      inutes,  fifteen     inutea    or  from  now  to 

nigjnt  to  write   these  word3   on  everybody's  heart,    I  would  be 
w-lling   to   d-.    it,   and  to  Bay    no  more  as   long  as    I   livedxxibcic&a 
3biXKx.tK?tvabx**xiiw:itinx;  jraxiHaxnaaaRxXxxxxw  a   ua      Chr   at  glorified 

childhood  by  being   a  child.      Goo  glorified  girJ  girl 

most  sacred   being   on  this   earth.      A  girl   ia  so   sa^ .     :  G  G   does 

not  liek  for  a  mark   to   touch  ...   r      than  your  fingers*       he    first  woman 

I  or  my  %ife,  as  so-n     a  I  could  tc  -  -ing 

to  a  thing   like  that,  we  wer     engaged,   and   to    ta  3   ao,   too,   and 
I   thought  aa   long  as  we  were    .  that   I  would   like   to    kiss  her, 

anu    I  made   venture.       She   aaid.      Ho".      I  had  . .,    in    the    back,     ;.nd 

1  wa.:      nga   ed    to  her  ildn't   kisa  her*      Tne   pain  got  worse 

and  worse  and  worse,    ana    in  a  moment    I   saio  to  1 

ia    always  he.ip   in   trouble,    if   I  couldn't      i_  r,    Z   knew    n   oody 

else  could,      the  first  thing  xed  was   i  ? 

I   was   the  first   one  who  ever  biased  her,      n 

told  my  girla   this,      nd    I  ey  said   they  we    ..  to   follow    their 

mother.      Sou     e-.l  m?  what  a  girl   does  f rom  to     4 ,    and    I  will    tell 

yoa  what  30  rt     of  aw  she  wi  11  be.  relied  over  ti. 
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states*   Sorth  Carolina,    South    Carolina    and   Missouri,   and    I  am 

willing  to    make   that    statement*      You   can't   reform  a  girl.      You 
can    tie  h  r  :.md   ,  ut  her   in  jail,   but  ;  rmot  refun:  her*      She 

has  sonsthl    .    th  -    natter  with   her  eyes.        She   can't   talk    to  her 
children*     S  tee   %i  iked  me  to  talk  tc  Lrl*  who 

-    thirteen  years   old*      I    talked  with  her  on   the      orch*  and   I 
had  not.  be?n  there   a  minute  before    T   four!   out  that  1     •  er 

coulcin,t  talk  to    her*      Girls,   :nd  v?o;  en,    it  J       the  blood* 

little  girl  wrote   i  stter,    t  r  day,    ind    th 

he  sa  d.      "I  wa   t  to  b  ike  say  mother*      I  want      .  .  . 

I   org  nized  a  11   or  r   fforth   Care   i;.a.      I 

said,    "I  do   not  »a  t   your  money,    T  want   yo   ".        .'1    that  will      i 
for  this  great  work  we   bare   in  hand«    j  could 

see  -  ny»   f r  tiona   f r o  sreury 

en  aid   women  we   e   praying  God  t/   t      bui!   1  this    institution* 

it   is   the   aaost  s-icred     lace    I    know   of   in   Tort     Carolina*      It   i 
built   long   ye^ry   before   there  brick      ut   in   the  walla* 


«ni«  u  ntlat  ffenale  University  now  h  College  & 

*  oast  int^-otiS  hiltory.  Like  nost  institutions  *****  eoao  through 
fjf!!r  ro  rJef ito  SoSry  "ill  not  be  rebound.  That  which  to  nee* 
73^252^2  im  i"  1*5  berinning-  its  childhood.  Very  nany  yo 
^o %^Ve?oS  I  al  cCltS "of^he  Biblical  Recorder  rdvoc, ted  the 
SLSSSr«BlS  a  Bftrt  college  for  our  yomng  wooen.  Hie  attitude  to- 
ward in  ontSpSisS  55  this  ^suited  in  the  school  no*  bearing  hio 

***It*  beriming  ao  I  know  then  a*a  the  things  aoout  which  I  wich 
to  <*xite     iSs^t^  of  Fayetteville  St.  Church,  now  Pullcn 
J0Jle'  £  -Tones  vr.s    Jhaiwaaa  of  the  Executive     Coeaaittee     of  the_ 
ES^mWSTS  S«ES  l£al«  University.   In  NM  way  or  ot 

Y&JLjdTnSbS  o*  weo  le  that  I  Wa*  especially  interested  in 
chriouii  t-o  ti'of  of  this  tain*  .  Bro.  Jones  inrdeted  that  I  pray 
nolVeirno'tlyaii^  the  Lord  that  if  he     enld  hgre  ■» ngyg* 

education  of  ,  m  in  t\  ^^^2^^atoE?2*  So. 

„^,,?t  -wk,  i  knew  very  well  that  Dr.   ,i.L.    oxnnej.  ^V'  „ 

ST*!  *  o-I:  i  no  jpecial  ijentxon 

&2"mT  *  ***a  awhile.   I  also  knew  that  other  feaale 

2f,152  SS  etru  -  osietonoe  would  regard  this  with 

heavily  on  ny  a*na  :  ",    i\i.v  t  coulfl  not  succeed  with  the  meeting 

of  it  tolfcS^ M «£  Sort  SSrirttag  Pex*  or  it  boco 10.  ttr.  naro 
little  Spe^=,  '«  M  «y,.«^  "  -ft    f^fSU'teStt* 

«  s£E  pics  3Mr£«rSaS4Sav- » 

baptised  .  I  *»W  *•«   ">?*  *  "■»  ?!*,  <t  this 

like  her  heart  would  break  **«!iE? 

hot.  I  waHMdToS  Bit  the  house  as  groOfcBMily  u  I  —Ho  tMJftUg  aoout 

tfe  po^ooutiona  to  ..hlch  ■  J<* 

nf  th«  iiv".ii«3itiona  and  it  secued  to  uc  li  •>         .   inc 

I  this  with  ■     :*  "?* 

"use     :..        -    ;«to  us  and  otherwise  tor.ent  a-  ttjf 

S  to  educate  out  3awa  !    i  «      ' 

from  usefulness  in  tlieir  church  and  to  prevent  this  I  era  willing  to 


live 
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live  or  die  to  help  my  brethren  change  the  prograa.    liether  my 
loved  ones  regard  this  an  I  item  or  not  it  Was  the  turning 

point  In  the  matter  of  my  engaging  in  the  t/ork. 

The  first  thing  as  I  saw  it  iu  to  put  this  great  master 
on  the  hearts  of  the  Baptist  people  of  the  State.  I  began  at  once 
to  visit  the  churched  and  associations  with  :    view  of  securing 
mpney  for  the  establishment  grtist  College  for  our  young 

women.   The  ordinary  price  of  eo I  ,    .  .     the  great  majority 

of  our  people  from  vhon  I  ertpccted  contribut  ton         .    ed  6&ii$<f)fi 
cou':on     and  realised  very  little  money  from  it.  It  ca  en  at  once 

that  the  matter  of  contributions  for  g  grcfct  work  like  this 
to  be  not  only  very  slow  but  Quit     difficult. 

Sedating  money  was  hot  the  first  item  by  any  manner  of  means- 
Setting  this  mat  on  the  hearts  of  our  people  was  the  greatest  item 
la  our  history;  nor  do  J     wish  ray  loved  ones     and  aty  friends  i'ho  re:d 
this  to  even  imagine  that  I  was  %fb  mogul  engine  in  this 

business.   From  the  Vary  first  the  Board  of  Trustees  ft  0        s       «  like 
a  brother,  f-..ay    .  time  during  those  hard  dayf  the  Trusts:  be  in 

seeseon  until  the  .all    hoftrs    of  the  night  discussing  the  work 

praying  for  its  suoee  as  I  wmt  before  the  people  I  went 

with  faithful  men  praying  d  ily  th  f  would  be  opened  for  me  to 

put  the  nark  on  the  hearts  of  the  people  and  besided  the  Biblical 
Ftecorder  the  'Jorth  Carolina  Baptist  each  of  coarse  ettod  by  me.  The 
dally  papers  seemed  to  be  delighted  to  keep  the     orl;    ;efore  the  public. 
At  our  Associations  and  convent  ions  a  place  .  de  for  the  discussion 

of  the  eork  so  that  each  year  by  year  in  the  free  of  ,11  sorts  of 
disc-  :  not  be  named  '.  re  these 

soles  endeavoring  to  put  the  great  work     before  th  ......    "he 

speech     that  l  .t  every  place  »  |   .ea  for  the  pse:.  fiat 

girls  of  'lo^th  Carolina.   Since  the  College  has  been  built  it  has  seen 
repeatedly  said  that   f  of  gort.e        ...  .iaa  built  that 

college-  meaning  the  plea  for  them.   This  pica  never  did  m  t   the 

doors  would  be  thrown  wide  oiyya  without;  coot  to  the  p  iris  but  did 

- ria  should  .  m  t 

that  her  brother  Sad    at  Wake  Forest  Col l ego. 
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Feb.  1  Began  work  for  the  establishment  of  z    greater  work  at 
Lidgecrest  at  a  sa  art  of  $1500.  A   year  and  traveling  expenses 
to  coffie  out  of  donation.;  made  by  my  efforts.   Not  willing  to 
begin  this  work  of  soliciting  contributions  without  first 
visiting  and  writing  to  prominent  men,  I  spoke  at  Hickor; 
and  Raleigh,  (First  Church)  and  visited  brethern  at  Sa  lisbury 
Lexington,  Thomasville,  and  h  d  3000  pamphlets  printed,  besides 
stationery. 

Travelling  expenses  i'or  month   37.99. 

March  1915 

Spoke  at  Calvary  ("est  Asheville).   ToDk  collection  of 
over   100  in  cards.   "ent  off  nuch  mail.    ent  to  Chicago  to  ^ee 
Judge  Tritchard  and  on  to  Louisville,  and   noxville,  greatly 
encour-  ^ed  by  our  greatest  men. 

Travelling  expens  s  lor  the  mont)a.  70.06. 

.prii  1915 

A  prospective  debt  on  Home  and  Froeign  Boards,  the  great 
financial  depressions  on  account  of  the  cnuel  war  in  Europe 
make  the  brethren  ask  me  to  postpone  cominc  to  their  churches 
until  the  fall  or  winter.   The  wisest  thing  for  me  to  do,  three- 
fore,  is  to  keep,  the  great  owrk  before  the  people  b„  letters 

amphlets  and  news  paper  articles. 
Spoke  at  Rabriel's  Creek,  Brother  Fonder,  pastor,   Preached  at 
Fidgecrest  and  at  far  ion.    ent  off  much  mail. 

Travelling  expenses  for  April   45.90 

May  1915 

pok      t.;ice   at   First    Church,     ishevilie,    securing    their 
cooper   tio,      sking    then    for   ten  thous  nd  dollars.      Spo   e 
at   California   Church.      Secured    in   cards   about      20.00 

Expenses   for   month  7.6': 

$5.00  of   which   paid   Miss  Harper  for   writing   63   three   page   letters 

June   1915 

Total  expenses  for  travelling  for  Febru  ry,  March,  April 

and  May. 161.55 

6-      ".peak  at    Black    fountain   11   A.!.",    and   at    8  I.H.      Am   to    get   up 
more    subscriptions    in   July. 

15-      Take  Brother  J1.    R.    Owens  with  me  to   Canton  and   to    .7.    J. 
Holland's  with  a  view   to   having   his   aid    in   putting  Fidgecrest 
on  Holland's   heart.      Spend   some  days  at  Fidgecrest   at   Teachers 
Conference,    then  some    days   at   Bible    Conference   at   First    Church 
asheville. 

26-  Go  to  Spartanburg  and  speak  four  times.  Before  long- 
am  to  return  to  put  Fidgecrest  before  them.  Y.  Iff.  CH.  paid 
my  expenses      7.50. 

Expei  se   account  for   June    $11.45 

Making   to  first    July   spent      173. 


0 .LV'tringf irld 

July  22-   TTp  to  this  time  I've  secured  only  fe   hundred  dollars 
in  Subscriptions.   Whether  this  cruel  slaughter  in  Europe  is 
causing  the  financial  depression  or  not  the  peo; le  are  too 
scared  to  do  rauch  in  a  financial  way. 

Gould  do  nothing  at  all  but  for  the  powerful  a;  peal  tha 
we  have . 

1.  Two  million  skx.  hundred  thousand  Baptists  i;  the  Southern 
Paptist  Convention.  "nly  two-filths  supporting  our  work  for  the 
Lord. 

2.  The  three-fifths  are  not  stingy,  but  do  not  s  e  the 
connection  between  their  purse  and  religion. 

3.  "he  only  doctrines  that  have  been  emphasizec  -  Repentance, 
Faith  and  Baptism  are  usually  practiced. 

4.  The  greatest  problem  th:  t  is  upon  us  i3  untrained  church 
members. 

5.  7e  know  of  no  greater  factor  in  its  solution  than  the 
pastor. 

6.  Cur  work  at  Ridgecrest  is  in  behalf  of  the  neglecte 
pastor  who  has  had  no  chance  given  him  and  fellow    lpers. 

How  they  do  rejoice  at  the  hope  of  such  a  chance. 
"  e  are  not  dealing  with  boys,  nor  are  we  fixing  a  play  ground  for 
the  recuperation  of  any  one,  but  something  worth  while,  and 
that  will  appeal  to  them  as  worth  while. 

1.  Godly  Bible  teachers  lor  them,  and  an  endowment  for 
their  permanent  support  for  each  summer. 

2.  A  suitable  building  neatly  furnished  for  the  preachers 
and  others,  when  board  can  be  had  at  cost. 

3.  A  suitable  building  for  women  and  girls  who  wish  Bible 
training. 

4.  Know  the  directio   of  he  Foreign  ".fission  Board,  collages 
for  the  returned  " 'issionaries  to  rest  in. 

5.  These  buildings  to  be  useu  durin0  the  /inter   or  boys 
and  girls  to  have  that  kind  of  training  most  needed.   Fishing 
out  boys  and  0irls  fo   kingdom  work  whether  they  be  hod  carriers 
Doctors,  Lawyers,  preachers  or  what  not. 

mhe  soler.n  yet  delightful  task-To  save  a  lost  soul-to  be 
used  by  the  Holy  Spirit  pointing  men  to  Jesus.   The  church  to 
live  a  god-life  in  the  world.   Dr.  Forsyth  who  lad  a  great 
vision  of  God  and  his  plan  said,  "The  Church  of  Christ  is  he 
greatest  and  finest  product  of  human  history.   It  is  the  greatest 

thing  in  the  universe* the  product  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within 

history. " 

Saving  the  world  through  a  message  truly,  bu   through  a 
living  me  sage,  a  life.   That  we  may  have  an  abundant  life, 
Uot  much  life  is  required  to  build  a  church  house.   Cannot  "rave 
an  ;bund-int  life  except  through  knowledge  of  his  word. 

All  th . s  being  true,  to  give  pastors,  preachers  and  other 

workers  a  chance  to  study  the  "Bible  is  surely  a   ork  of  j-od. 

He  may  not  complete  It  in  any  day,  but  he  will  do  it  soon  as 
He  can. 


3- 
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1916 


The  Theological  and  Bible  School  opens  at  Ridgecrest 
Julj  17,  to  continue  3ex  Y/eeks.   The  Faculty,  rs.  Newmant 
Pillions,  Dement  and  ^rof.  '/aytnan.   Following  ai-  the 
names  of  those  At tending. 

July  14-  Miss  Cleo  Bell  7.50  pr.   eek 

Jul,;  15-  Fiddle,-  3.00   " 

July  16  A  Flood  washing  away  houses  causing  liand  slides, 
shutting  in  this  place  from  the  outer  world,  no  trains,  no 
telegraph  communication,  no  going  out,  no  coming  in,  i or  Low 
long  we  cannot  tell.   Bible  students  can  not  get  to  us  yet. 
onderful  f;rovidence.    e  are  silent  before  him. 

July  18        rice 

Br.  Williams  -  Lef   29,  9   .11. 
July  19   ir:   c  illan 

"iss  Jackson 
July  20  ev.  Freeman 
July  22  Miss  Emily  Boyd 

iss  Elisabeth  Long 


Sdisto  Academy,   ept.  1917 
"alary  100  per.  mo.  and  travelling  expenses.   Continued  trying 
to  help  get  "disto  academy  on  its  feet  till  Jan.  1919. (Now 
Dec.  1920  on  its  feet  in  a  great  way  doing  fine  ...or  . 


April  20,  1919  Boiling  "'prings,   cademy  to  raise  $40,000 
"alary  | 150.  per  month.  Forked  three  and  three-fourths  months. 
Ammount  received  in  cash  and  notes,  ■9102  plus   3  .19  making 
a  total  of  .„ 9140. 19.   Then  million  dollar  campaign  came  to  its 
help  in  gre it  way.. 

Jan.  1920  Began  to  work  for  the  Korae  for  Motherless  Children 
located  near  Kings  Creek,  S.  C. 

/a^. Dec.  1»  1920  Have  worked  against  all  sorts  of  odds  securing 
about  j400  per  month  in  cash,  but  now  hoping  to  get  it  in  the 
care  of  the  Conventions.   41  not  in  the  Home,  375  begging  to  come. 

Some  items  that  may  be  interesting  some  day  to  the  string-fields, 
I  am  the  twelfth  of  my  others  children,  born  May  9,  1851. 
The  thirteenth  and  youngest  one  (Preston)  died  when  about  six 
years  ole.   It  this  writing,  Tec.  1920,  l*m   the  only  one  living. 
L'y  grandfather  came  to  this  country  from  Engli  nd  ,  settled  on 
Black  River  in  Sampson  County  about  forty  miles  above  Wilmington. 

He  soon  became  a  large  slave  o vnei .   as  as  kind  to  his  slaves 
as  to  his  own  children  as  regards  care  for  their  souls  and  bodies. 
He  owned  87.   Be,  like  all  other  Southern  Christian  gentlemen, 
provided  food,  good  clohin^',  comfortable  houses,  and  church 
privileges  for  all  of  them.   LSany  bad  men  who  owned  slaves  were 
cruel  to  them.    chool  privileges  ,vere  not  allowed  any  slaves. 
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However,  they  gained  high  ideals  from  he  white  people.   Large 
numbers  of  the  ne,_ro  girls  prized  their  virtue  very  highly. 
Others  -ere  worse  than  slaves  to  bad  white  i  en.   Some  of  the 
negroes  we  e  very  h  rd  to  manage.   These  were  sold  to  speculators 
much  like  horses  and  bed  off  at  sales. 

I  attended  one  of  these  sales  in  1860.   Tho  quite  a  small 
boy,  till  this  day  I  remember  the  bitter  tear;'  of  those  sold  away 
f  om  their  ones.   My  heart  cried  out  against  it.   In  1861  the 
Civil  wa„-  broke  out.   My  five  brothers  volunteered  to  fight 
the  north,  because  the  HSrthern  Congressmen  held  Southern  men 
in  contempt  for  being  owners  of  slaves.   /hich  they  solo  to  us. 
Fhat  history  3ay3  aboi  t  th   "ivil   y  is  partly  true  and  only 
par -ly  true.     That  Southern  a-entlemen  should  be  at  a  social 
disadvantage  with  Northern  men  for  any  reason  made  the  Southern 
man's  blood  hot.   Besides  this,  it  was  reported  in  the  "orth 
thet  our  fine  Southern  women  w  re  no  more  virtuous  than  negro 
women.   :t  the  close  of  the  war  a  Mr.  Allen  from  estern  North 
Carolina,  chanced  to  be  at  a  Northern  hotel.   A  ran  sitting 
i  cross  t  e  ;'otel  table  from  Allen  repeated  the  sta  d:  re  about 
Southern  women.   By  the  time  the  last  word  was  spoken,  Allen  took 
the  vinegar  bottle  in  front  of  him  with  which  he  knocked  the 
slanderer  down.   At  once  the  man  >ose  and  chalenged  Allen  i  or 
8  duel.   Allen  cceated.   They  vent  to  t  ■  State  line,  me  sured 
the  distance  they  must  stand  apart,  both  fired  their  pistols. 

lien's  ball  billed  the  slanderer  and  the  slanderer's  ball  lodged 
in  the  hip  of  Allen  and  rra.de  him  a  c.ip  le  all  his  lif  .    orty 
years  after  this  duel  a  number  of  us  made  gifts  to  Allen,  not 
for  killing  the  man  but  for  the  love  he  h  d  lor  the  virtue  of 

outhern  omen,  liy   mother  so  understood  the  cause  of  the  way 
and  told  her   ive  boys,  "I'll  be  gl  d  to  see  ys-tx    if  you  can 
come  back  right."  They  all  understood  what  •»=*  moth  r  me  nt, 
not  to  run  away  from  the  argay.   My  father  be,ged  i  or  th  privilege 
of  going  in  the   rmy  with  his  five  boys  but  was  not  allowed  to  dc  o. 
Three  of  ny   rothers  joined  the  cavai.ry,  furnishing  their  on 
horses.   Taking  the  horses  awa_.  from  home  le±  t  ue  ,ith  only  o>en 
to  plow.   Cn  our  poor  land  we  could  make  very   little.   Only  the 
Lord  knows  hos   e  suffered.    other,  Sister  ue  and  I  were  the 
whole  family,  f  ther  having  died  soon  fter  the  war  begaa.   The 
negro  men  and  ne^ro  boys  held  4he  white  women  ;na  ^irls  in  such 
hi.h  esteem  that  for  four  lon0  years  we  never  hea] d  of  such  a 
thing  as   aegro  i  olesting  a  white  worn  n.   The  only  monument 
erected  to  the  negroes  in  the  South  is   t  Fort  Mills,  S.  C.   They 
are  mentioned  on  th  t  monument  as  the  protectors  of  Southern 
Tomen.   I_  it  had  not  been  for  low  down  northern  men,  the  tho't 
of  social  equality  would  nev  r  have  been  known  in  the  south 
is  my  way  of  thinking. 

Shi  t  the  tfivil  ay  meant  to  Southern  men  and  God's  Kingdom 
has  not  been  written.   Pefore  this  war  there  were  two  classes  of 
white  men-Slave  owners  ana  "poor  white  trash".   It  w;  s  a  vry   rare 
thing  for  a  poor  boy  to  rise  above  this  "misfortune".   The  slave 
owner's  sons  knew  little  or  nothing  about  work,  or  ho"?  to  make 
a  living.   After  the  w  r,  men  began  to  be  regarded  for  their 
character  All  poor  together.    en  the, young  men  cane   c  from 
the  war,  they  beg:  n  to  go  to  church.   Hundreds  and  thousands 
became  believers,  and  God  called  hundreds  of  them  to  pre  ch. 
The  work  of  building  schools  nd  colleges  began  -  soon  Crphan-.es, 
Hospitals,  caring  for  the  unfortunate  ones,  and  eadirr_  Missionaries 
to  the  lie.  then. 
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wy  mother's  Bible  contains  the  family   ccord.   By  the  .race  of 
jod  we  have  reason  for  a  good  hope  that  my  fsth  r,  mother  end 
twelve  brothers  and  sisters  are  in  heaven.   J. P.,  Cal.  and 
ue  and  Anne  were  e  thueiastic  church  orkers.   avii  «ho 
shot  in  the  Sirgini;   at  tie  Field   as  a  Christian  whose  1 
words  to  J.  h.  ,  his  older  brother,  led  him  to  the  Savior. 

My  children  have  t  sked  me  to  ..'rite  our  family  history, 
/hen  e  came  from  and  al  .  th  t.   In  fact  I  have  not  bee   able 
to  get  it  str«  ight  further  back  than  my  grandfath  r   tringfield 
and  my  Grandfather  Jones..   The  "tate  records  sho  .  my  grandfather 
David  Jones  to  have  been    tate  Senator  man;  years.    y  mother 
w  s  educated  highly  in  her  day  -  "in  the  grammar  schoo.  - 
Uy   father  was  a  Thompsonian  Doctor,  but  practiced  medicine  only 
for  t  e  good  he  might  do.   At  the  urgent  request  of  ray  family, 
a  host  of  friends  and  the  Iresident  of  the  Baptist  "t-  te   o  vention 
of  North  Carolina,  I  am  writing  the  history  of  my   life  and  of 
eredith  College* 

other  gave  me  birth,  May  9th,  1851.   Till  1067  my  life 
was  that  oi  a  natural  boy  enjoying  my  Mock  wheel  cart 3,  the  calvi  s 
and   pigs  with  our  little  negroes  who  we  e  my  playmates.   Not 
one  oi  them  ever  became  angry  with  me.   Aunt  Kig  was  my  nurse  and 
the  cook  for  our  family.    he  was  black  as  tar,  but  insisted  that 
she  was  white"inside%  by  which  she  meant  that  she  was  a  Christian 
and  virtuous  like  our  Southern  r;  ite   omen.   Ihe  enj  yed  having 
me  with  her.   She  made  a  powerful  impression  on  my   inc  when 
she  told  me  about  Bill,  .  wicked  negro  going  off  in  a  trance  -  nd 
in  his  trance  goin^  to  hell-  what  an  awful  place  hell  is  fo 
tho  e  who  forget  God.' I 

In  1861  the  Civil   r  began.   In  som  way,  [  cid  not  know 
how  the  3oi  thern  people  were  insulted  by  the  Northern  people. 
T  had  an  inkling  that  something  w  s  joiry  to  happen  th:  t  was 
wrong,  something  about  owning  slaves.   I  had  witnessed  a   le 
of  slaves  to  "negro  speculators."   I  fed  seen  the  tears  ro_ling 
down  their  faces   s  they   ere  solo  away  from  th:  se  they  aovec, 
with  whom  they  had  worked  and  sung  their  happy  songs,  and  h  d 
been  attending  churc  with  the  white  people.   y  youhg  heart 
had  revolted  at  such   sight.   1Tow  to  go  they  knew  not   here: 
nor  to  what  cruel  master  the,  mi^ht  be  sold. 

Two  Classes. 

There  were    in    those   days   two   classes   of    white   people.       >lave 
owners,    and    the   others;      The    negroes    then   the   poor  white    tra 
fi  did   not   cal.    them  that.        other   tol     me    to   respect    no   one  for 
their  elothing    or    their  wealth.      To   this   day    I've   been   careful 
to  prize  my  mother's     ords  rer,    highly.      She   lived  low.    enough 
to   tell   me    mueh  that    I   have    packed    in  my  life. 

C,    this     wful   Civil    ffar.'i     My  five    br  thera  volunteered. 
Three 'of   them  in  Hewkirk's    Cavalry,    furnishing   their   own  horses, 
the   0  her   two    In  18th  North   Carolina  Regiment.      Both  of    them 
company  officers.      Leaving  at   home   mother,    sister    5ue   and   I, 
to   V    cared  for     y   our   negroes.      It    is    worthy   of   note   th   t   they 
did   not  fail  us    during    the   four   lon^   year,-    of    that   cruel  war. 
heir  hearts  were        d     hen  we   we    e    sad.        e   knew  very    few    .miles 
in  those   days.        hile   one   hundred  and  ten   tho   sand   of    our 
Southern  boys  we:  e  being  killed. 
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In  all   the   south  not    a    >-.'hite   girl  or  woman  was   ha  med  by 
a  negro.      Such  a   thing   ■  b   harming        white    woman     ;as   not   known. 
They  wen    our   protectors. 

t   Fort  Mills,    South  Carolina        monument   hae   been   erected 
In   honor   of    the   negroes  who    protected    the    white   women  our 

boys  were   on  Virginia's  Pattle    Fields.      I',     sor  y   I   can   not 
recall    tl  e  names    ol    those  gracious    ones  who   erected    that   monument. 
Inde   d ,    not   until    the    "Scallawaga  and  Carpet  Baggars"    iron  the 
north  h   d  forced    themselves    on  12s    in   the    crk,    and   anured   our 
(now  se>    free)    slaves   that   they      ere    socially  e   ual    to  anv    white 
people  did  we  suffer  at    the    hands    oi    the    negroes. 

In     an,    pieces    in   the   Northern  and     .'ester      States,    Southern 
women  we   e   slandered    is      eing  nc      ore   virtuous    t..a     negro   womi 
Just  after   the    war  a      r.      Allen   from  western  North     Carolina   was 
dining  at   a  ■'-'otel    in  the  ^orth.      A  northern  man   sitting    opposite 

r.    Allen  repeated   this    same  well  -known   aland   rous   rem::  rk  about 
our   Southern  women.      That  moment   Mr.   Allen   seized  a   bottle   with 
which  he   knocked   the    man  down.       Then  the  man   came   to   himself   he 
challenged   A]len  for   a  duel.       In  those    days    ordin  r.-    men    fought 
each  otle:    fist  and   scull  fighta   bloddying  each  others  faces  and 
te ring   each   other*      clothing.      But   men   socially   high  up   fought 
duels.        o      Allen   acce   ted  the  man's   challenge.          "hey   chose   their 
"seconds',    each  one    selecting  a   man   friend-   and   went   to    the    state 
line   to  get   satisfaction  by   shooting  eac'.  oth  r.      They   stood  a 
short  distance  from  each  other.       pt   a  given   signal  both   fired    their 
pistols*      The  man's    bullet    struck  Allen's  hip*   and   made   him  a 
cripple  for   life,        'aether  Al   en's   bullet   killed   the   man   or   not 
I  do    not   recall    if    he    told  me.       I  was    busy   appreciating   bis    re^   rd 
for  southern  women  even  while    I  was  disgusted   at    the    idea  of    duell- 
ing   to   death.         ise   men  have   told   me    that   vengeance    belongs   to 
God. 

The  Prayer  Meetings 

The   mothers,     .  ives,    sist   rs   1  nd    old   men  walked    miles    to 
church    to    pra     for  the  war   to   come    to  an  end,    and  for  the    lives 
of    loved   ones    to   be   spared.      What  Prayer  Meetings! J      Hews   from 
the    battle   fields   broke   many        heart.      The   last   words   of   dying 
soldiers,    "meet  me    in   heaven",    others    n^one  gone,    forever   lost" 
used  by  #ae  Holy  Spirit    in  leading    thousands    to    the     iavior   after 
the   war. 

Alraos  t    Jtarva  ton 

Cver   the    South,   but  we  did  not  mind    that   at  all.      Cur  hearts 
were  on  the    battle  field.       ":r     boy   Dave    is  dead"   my  mother    said 
as   she   opened  the   letter.      What  gratitude    that    it  was  not  my 
wicked  brother. 

overty  to    its   Dregs. 

Lee   surrendered   April  1:65.      Pour  of  my  brothers  came  home 
and  found   nothin^.   but   devastation  and   ruin.      Sherman's   army  and    the 
followers   had  consumed   and    destroyed  the    l^nd.      Cur   bots,   glad   of 
their  lives   beg:  n  heartily   to   make  use   of    .'hat   was   left. 
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he   3tory   of    th:      ar 

s  gold  uo   by   our  boys    »as   most    interesting.      The   treatment    the 
soldiers   received   at   the   hands   of    the   officers-   the   treatment  of 
the   hungry  soldiers   by   the  great  women  of      Virginia  and   the   south. 
TTot   yet   have    I  heard   the   expression^    of   a  single   regret    that    the 
negroes  were   set  free.       3o  many   of   them  could   not   be   persuaded   to 
fy£jfj£  leave   those   who   bad   been  their  kind  masters.      The  wealth  and 
poverty    f  witnessed-   everything   my  brother;:    touched   seemed   to 
turn  to  gold.      In  1867  Brother  Haywood  died  with   am.  11  pos.      S.    H 
Averett,    ray  b.  other- in- law   ..  as      illed  by    the   fallin^;    of   a    limb 
from       high   tree. 

All  of  us   except  Brother  Cal  had  small   pox,    our   wealth   too3 
the  wings    ot  the  morning  anu   flew     way.      Then  all  m^  brothers  had 
plenty   of    time   to   seek    the    Lord.        "y   soull    The    les  ;ons    I    learned 
in  all   those   providences  J .      Ho     good   the   Lord   was   to   us    to 
opening  our  eyes    t,    the   folly   of   lea   ing  Him  out    of   our    lives. 

A  Roman       atholic  woman   I   thought   was   a   dear   friend  asked 
re   to   read   the   Catholic   books  which  thing    I   was    careful   t_.    do. 
By  the    time    -   had  finished    them   I    found   no   place   for   the   "  ible 
in  my   life.      Tw   s   for  me    to  give   up   the      Catholic   books    or   the   Bible, 
Following    the      pirits  guidance,    as   x   believe,    1  chose   the      ible. 
%  education  wa.s   ai    that  very   limited.  could   read  about   as 

ell  aa        6th  grade   pupil  nowadays,    but    then-even   then    I    could 
understand  what   m^    lord  wanted   me    to   do.      All    that    stuff   about 
the   iible    being   a  mysterious   book   comes   from   the   devil   through 
the   .'ope   of  Lome  who   is    striving'   hi  rd  to   be    the   lope   of   the 
United    rtates.      I  did  not   know    then   all  my    Savior  meant    when 
He  commanded   us    to   repent   and   be    bs  ptized,    but    I  knew  what   He 
said  for    me    to    do.      3o    T   was    onl,\    too  glad    to    wald    sixteen  miles 
to   ask        Baptist   preacher   to   baptize  me.      I  had   heart    the    silly 
things   that   bi      preachers   had    -raid   about    the    Ordinance    of   Baptism. 
John  Baptising    Jesus  with  a  rams  horn-potri' g    the   water   on 
head  as  lj-e    stood    in   the  water-    the   River   of   Jordan  being   a   3trea: 
not   more    than   ten   inches   aide.      I  knew  bette      than   that.        \  en 
and    to   this   moment   it   has   been  a   strange   thing   to    my   mind  'now 
a  child  of   God   could    turn  away  from  the   plan   com  ands   of    our 
blessed     edeemer. 

"Thus    it   become th  us    to   fulfil  all   righteousness"    3    could   not 
disregard  with  any  peace    in  my  heart.      Having   obeyed   my   _oru    in 
Baptism-    having   surrendered  nr     life   to   Him   in  all   the      ays    I  knew 
twas  written   on  my   soul   that    I  must   preach    the   Good   News. 

Called   of    God  to   -reach.'.* 

The    thought    that    I   m   st    preach  would   not    leave    me.      7/ith 
it    came      ecessary  preparation,    must  go   to   school.      Ho   money,    no 
friends   who  were   even  at  all   interested    in  the  edecation   of   an 
one,    except    to   be  able    to  read  and    "work  figures".      The    necessity 
upon      -    to    preach  and   to    prepare   myself  we   e   upon  me.      Two     aisters 
and   I   constituted   the  family.      Father  having   didd    in  1862*    Brother 
Haywood    in  1867,    Mother    i      1873.      .11  <y  brothe  -s   and   sisters 
gone   on  except    three  married  brothers  and   the-:e   two   sisters. 
For  me   to   le^ve    them  alone  was   a  painful  thougVit .      I   had   heard 
that  no   one  was   eve.     turned  a way   from     ake      or   •  t    College   for    lack 
of   money.      But    I  had  no  money    ./ith   which   t.   pay   r.      way    there.      I 
put   off   ever  trying   to   go,    until   one   day  while   plowing    in     he   i ield 
I   was      eized  with  a    severe   pain   in  my     ack  and  had    to    be    taken   t. 
the   hoi     e.       I   was   helpless    1 or   a  tirae.i    In  my   prayers   I    promised 
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the    ;  ord    to   o tart  ox  '■'        :r  1  \>:~; 

of    th*    seve   e    r.    ir    i        y    '    ok.  i  In   left  r-.e.      1    told      i 

Irs.      .    9.      verett,   one  of   th?   best  women    '   ever  nc 

ffirace     'c;ee,    ft  en   single)   to  fi  clothi   g,      hi        t 

seened  glad   to  do.  in  trunk,    nor  a    suit   c 

very  little   bee  idea  what    [  had  on.      m  a  da; 
vealkinj   to  arda     ake  Forest,    116  tail  ■  ■•<.  gotten 

ho;,    !   rode  of   th<      ay.  1875.       I   went   to   the      olc! 

that  was   then  kept  by  !£a jor  Dixon  w 

10.00  per  .      I  bad  not    ane  cent,    but     ajor   .  Lxoi 

on  l        pay,    the   colic  ■-  1  l  ed    on  n  Lon. 

tried  bard    to   study   but   did  not        o 

lad   not    studied    boo    s      &rt 

Commencement 

re  e.  t  came*  thing    t  :   call  goin  time 

by     ueh  a  Ion,   name,  et  home   was    solved  sister, 

whol  sold  a  pet   cow.  the   only  one    she   had  for        .  he 

money  so   I  rode  home  like    the  others,    I  bad   borrowed 
brood    clot!,      sat  fj  Cal    to  wear  to   Co]  ile 

at   Cell*  h    I  swapped    it   off  for  e  blao'K   broad  cloth  cos  t        ,ch 
too  ®e.      I  did.  th  bunt 

would  -  ' J  branfi 

tod 
To  hs    py  was    I   to  ge     home-   the   h:    e   of  ray  children 
'other.     Bu      [        a    in  debt  and   rai  it.      I   walked  and  drfcve 

L      t    cattle    to      LI    Lr  ;uon,   33  miles,    until   I  paid  my  debt  i  X 

rest.     The  '    "o  icredid  rs. 

Dreading    the   tho    jht    of   ewe:    _  oim    t  a     ake   For<  rithouft 

money,  soke.      I    beoaJ  e  book  t%     At 

worked  until   lb  *285. 

begun   to     or,  e.  h;  ving  money  oX     y   own.  the  i    ney 

I  made,    I  h  a  red  an  experie  ci    ting  ople    th  t 

se-ved  me  a  great  purpose.      I  lcarne     bo     f  .  all 

sort3   jf  situ-  tiona    an  'ird   in  no  circle   of   society, 

large   stock  of  jo1  .1    to   much  for     e.        thers   n  eded   the 

money   I  bad   made    worse   than    I  did,   so    ••■   bad  t     resort   to   teachii 
to   replini   r.  my  puree. 

;         1   r.    w    a      hi    t.       oil   rs   per      nth.  , 

and   lights     as  six  dollars   per  month-      Thaa  left  me      uite       sum 
each  month.      Added  to    thi  ...Hare.    I  receive         i  ally 

for   b      letij  >rs    it,   •  .'.  tic      .  course  not 

preach  ae  we  call   it  no  adays.      But    I  bad   strong   lungs  an  art 

yearning  for  the    salvation  of    lost   peope.      I  ui  11 

acqu--.  i   t       with  thi    "  at  except   Revelations.  tory 

of  my  kno  ledge   of   the.  amei  t    is  very   interesting   6o     e. 

In  1077  I  met  a  young  unenthusiaotie   Catholic  girl,    indc  d  a  woman 
older  than   I.      She  appeared   to  love   me  very  much.      I  d id  not    love 
her,   but   enjoyed  her  company.      After  while  she  asked   tre    if    I  would 
read    some   Catholic   books   she   had.      T  concerned   to   do  20.      Faithful 
to   my   promise    I  rend  those   books.      For  a  time    1  could    think    of 
nothirv   else  but   the     \-ird,  ehing  with  not  e  work 

bout  repentanoe    toward   God  and  Faith   in  Jesse         rist. 
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9-   All   of    it   looks    so    he-  thenisb   t      me   now,    but    it    did    not    30 
at    that    time-       [  was  willing   to   follow  the   Lord  at  an;,    cost.      I 
borrov.ed  my   sister's  13  w  Testament,    and    literally  wore    Lt   01  t 
reading    it.      By    the    time    I  h  d   done   so,      I  walked   16   piles   to    sk 
a  Baptist    preacher    to   baptise  me.      He  was   very  kind    to   me,     but    sai< 
for  re    to    go    before    the      Church,    (3hilo,      end        County'    at   the 
next  meeting  and  ask   the   church   to   receive  me  for  baptism.         hen 
I  was   a   little  boy,    T  h  d    read  whrt   my   Savior   told   John.     "~h   s    it 
becometh  us   to  fulfill  all  righteousness".      I   knew    tha      Jo    -        c 
been  sent   frora    3  d.      I  knew    that    the      Savior  had   commanded   all 
believer      in  him  to    be   baptized.       I  knew  what    sort   of    tain     Re 
Wi  a    talking   about    then   a."?  well  as   now  know.       '    knew   then   that 
pouring  and   sprinkling    as   s    substiti-te  for   baptism  was  a   trick 
of   the    devil   that  h  d   come    to   us    through/  the    Roman   Catholic 
( Church)    hierarchy. 

How  anxious    I  w<  s   :  or  meeting  day    to    come.      The    church   voted 
for   my   rece   tion  for    baptism,      v/i  ,- 1  day   to    me    ..iien  my 

pastor*      ol      bi  ton,   buried  me  with  Christ    in  baptism.       /hen 

we  went   aside   to     ress    I   said      "Brother  Newton,    I  can   not   express 
my    thanks    i  for   the    service    you    hade    rendered   me.       I'll    tell 

you  when  we   meet    in    the  glory  land*1.      What    sweet    peace    obedience 
to  mj    L  rd'i     Command    brought  me.      Ho  wondei    I've    enjoyed   ba  tiding 
hund-edb      nd       tndreds    since    then. 

Baptizp .        hat   a  word.'      I  must   hurry  up  ana  ge      back   to 
.7ake  Forest    College   to    learn  for   my  own  self    .:hat   Ba   tiso   meant. 
I  had   heard    so   much  about   what    the    learned    o  .     s    i      th    t    it 

meant-    that    it    i    ant   anything   or   nothing   according    to  what   any  one 
might   like  for   it   to  mean.      In  1$77,    I  went    back   to      ake     Forest 
College>    and   to    stay    until    ]    secured  my  diploma.  in  better 

Bhape   financially.      I   boarded  with  Dr.    Timberlake   :  t   a  co^t   of 

.    per  month  for   room  and   bo;  re  .      I    studied   Latin  unde:       r.    Chas. 
E.    Ta:  Loj  eek  unde 3      :  .     '.    L.      oteat   and    Dr.    '.'.      .    Royall,    T:-. 

■'■'ote&t  was   then   a   tutor.      My  i  in.,   was    not  pliable,      .  y   school 
days   had  been    lol  few  for   me    to   know   how   to    study,     :o        i  id   not 
mike  good   marks.      I  must   have  been  a   burden   to  my   teachers. 
Fellowship   with   all  of    them   uras  very  dear    to  me   all   through  the 
ye-ir,    [    vas    there.      Dr.      Taylor  came    to   me  asking  me   to   let   him 
have    t  d   re    of  Education  to   help  me.      I   could    not      ceppt  /ie 

the    offe    ,      ecause    if    I   should  make   a   failur      in  my    life    work,    I 
oould    not    think   of   having       finger   of   scorn  poin   ed  at    me   for 
usin_   Baptist   money.      So    in   some   way,    too   Ion     to    tell,    t 
T  recall    it  all,    I  .iot    though  College,    June   1882.      I   did   not 
kno..    it    then,    but    I  knovs    it  now  that    few  men  ever  got   mor      out    of 
a   college   course    than   I.      T  got    lots  more   than    I   Ccn     rite,    for 
lots   of   things   worth  more   than  much  fine  gold   wrote    themselves 
in   my  very    life.      I  kno~"  whi  I     .person  meant    when  he   s;  hat 

yoi    're    sounds   so   loudly    I  can  not   hear  what  you   say." 
mother's    life    ■••  3    rritten  on   my  very  bfti    ;.  told  n      fine 

things   before   she    left   me    that   ;;re    livin^    in  me   till   this   clay,    but 
Fuller' r    works,    or  Tdward's    or  Broadus   or  any   other   theologian 
ever   t    ueht  me.      In  my   day  whiskey   sold   for  250  a  quart.      I 
despised    it,   and   would  not    drink    it.      wine    sold    for   10,"  a    quart. 
Bad    boy':    told   me    that   wine  would   not    make   me  drunk.      I   liked    the 
taste    of    it.      '"he.     insisted,    end    I  drank   it    freely.       I  became 
so  drunk    I  could   not  walk.      I   was   out  all   night.        Th<    nc_  t   morning 
I    tried   to   e    t   breakfast.      My  mothe.,  '  ■:   face    looked   like    the  face   of 
and  angel   to   me.      I  went    in  her  room  and   sat  by   the   fir^    place. 
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10-      3he  sat   ner  r  me  knitting.      I   c   uld   not    be    r   to   look   at 
finaly    I    got   up   rati   bowed   at   her   kne   s  and   said,    "  Sother,    I've 
been  drunk.'"      She  didn't   laugh.      She  didn't    cry.      She    said 
boy  you'll   never  do    that   again,   will   you?"      I    said,    n!To     'otix  r, 
J   neve     wi   1."     And   through  all    the   years    I've   kept   my  word. 
Law,     [   k   o  :  wh    t   repentance    is,    and  have      re    ched    it  forty-five 
ea'  s. 

Dr.    '.'.'.    If.    RTingate    th      'resident    ox  -ore   t      hen    I   wax 

there    in  1875.      SPhat   a  life   was   hisi.'      How  powe   fully  he    touched 
my   life  J      How   he   tried    to   cheer  my  heart  vThen  he    saw  ray  extreme 

poverty,    though   I    told   no   one    of    it.      He    must   have    seen   my   very 
soul.      Hon  happy   it    did   make   me  year;:    after   to    try   to  encourage 
his  baby  girl   in   her  work  at     eredith   College.      I   was    go  glad   for 
her  to  marry   my  faithful  friend,    Dr.    E.       .    Sykes. 

Drs.    Taylor,    Royall,    Simmons,      hat   lives    I   saw   them   living   every 
day.'/     And  Prof.    Luther   Mills*   a   college    Proff.    leading  a    prayer 
meeting*      Leading-  a  little   prayer  meetingJ      In  the  Library   . 
loto   of   shabby    books.      Being   at   College   *   ti.o't    I  must    read 
then.       I   soon  found    out    lots   of    things    I   never   knew  before*      That 
IToa':'^  fljod  was   not  universal  because   the:  e  was  not   enough    voter 
to   cover   tiie   whole   earth-   that  lot    the   first    man.         ' 

I  was   learning    things,   but    I   had   no     ilace  for   any    brash*      A   f;an   is 
bad  off    to   believe    something,    "hen,    like   a  birdling,    he'll   gulp 
down  Just  anything.      I  never  have   known  much.      I'd  rathe'     be   much 
than   to     know   m  ch/     So   it    turned   out    that    the  fellowship  with 
truly  great   and   good   men  like    I  found    at     ake    Forest    College 
meant    more    to   my    life   than   ail   the    books    I    learned.      I   coat- 
tail  no  mortal  man. 

A  College  graduate. 

1,    I  didn't  knew  ho  i   to    spell  the  English  words    I  spoke 

I  didn't   know  ho      to    punctuate   my  sentences,    but    I   had  what    1  went 
to   College    to  get.      I  knew  what    Baptizo    raeantJ      I  had  a   Greek 
Testament  e   id    Liddell  and   Scotts    Greek     .exicon.      Little   as    I 
know   about   Greek   it  gives   me  a   kind    of    independence  of  character 
that   ho  s  kept   me   from  trembling    in  the  presence   of   hired    infidels 
and   skeptics   and  man  of    great  wealth.      I  found   the    King    James 
Version  of   the    -^ew     Testament,    the  most    dignified    1     ,nsl    bion  of   the 
Pew  Testament    to  an,     one  who   wants   to   know  the   Lord's  will.      For 
a  nan  who   does   not   want    to   know   the   Lord  and  His  will,    Daily 
pap   rs  and  moving  picture   shows  will  do   for  hi    . 

Pastor    of      Country   churches 

Mt.    Vernon,     "ake   Cross   Roads,    Poplar    Springs   and    /nite    ";tone 
called   me      t   a    salary   of      600  -      150  each.      By    the   time    I 
gotten  my  dinloma    I  was   in  debt     540.        e    gradu   tea    had    to   be 
expensively  dressed.      1  did   not   object   to    that   at   all.      I   foi 
out    that    expensive    clothing    is    the    cheapest    in    the    Ion.,    run.      Pow 
that    I  was   a  graduate   of   8    College    especially     ake   Forest    College 
.   was   supposed    to    mow   it   all,    and   able   to   answer  any  question. 
The  questions  were    -    great   surprise    to    ire.      "Who  C;  in'  i      ife? 

Who  w  ■       .Ichizadec?     Plea  e  explain    la   ctification,    predesti     tion". 
These  wei      e^sy   to   me,    and   quite   satisfactory    to    the   questioners. 
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11-  Engaged  to  be  m  ri  ied 

5th  of  Septemb<  r  1882  to  :iss  Ellie  Beckwith  of  7a;;e 
County.   laughter  of  Calvin  beckwith,  sister  of  m;  College 
friend  E.  Q.    Bedkwith  who  afterward  becar  e  a  powerful  preacher 

.  nd  jrof.  of  -':.  thematics  in  Fake  Forest  College.   Ke  dice  with 
Typhoid  fever. 

A  singular,  glorious  death  saying,  "It  is  so  comfortable 
to  die.'"   fter  sending  a  dear  message  to  his  absent  loved  ones, 
'liss  Kllie  Beckwith  and  I  were  married  at  7  a.m.  Sept.  5th  1882 
by  my  dear  friend  D  .  Chas.   .  "  ylor.   Having  no  home  Sfrs. 
Ophelia  Taylor  Moore  Kindly  invited  us  to  make  her  hou  e  our 
home  until  our  scho  1  at  "rake  Field  which  was  to  begin  18th  of 
"epterr.ber  1832.  My   -wife  had  been  a  teacher  in  Thorns  3 villa 
Female  College  for  five  years. 

.:  resident  H.  7.  Bin  hart  called  her  a  great  mathematician. 
So  glad  to  say  that  the  large  number  of  pupils  she  taught  .for 
eleven  ye  rs  in  ake  Field  High  school  re  today  living 
witneses  of  her  faithfulness  and  efficiency. 

In  all  these  years,  I  coula  not  hi  ve  done  wh  t  I  h  ve  '  d  it 
not  been  for  her.   Cnly  Gad  knows  the  privations  she  has  endured 
in  beautiful  silence  to  be  a  faithful  wife  and  helpmate.   ".'h  t 
a  mother  she  has  been  to  seven  children  who  are  nor  rewarding 
her  with  their  love  and  ears,  and  who  are  now  showing  themselves 
worth,,  of  .  place  in  the  world.   Worthy  to  ttand  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  other  intelligent  Christian  ren   and  women. 

.'hat  I  had  to  face. 

Going  from   ./ake   forest, a  graduate  and   a  pre.  cher.' J 
Had  been  ordained    .ay  1887  by  Dr.    T.    H.    Pritchard,    then  president 
of    lake  -or eat    Jollege  and     ev.    C.    H.    Jenkins,    another   of    the 
great   preachers    of  the   Sti  te    .      I   had   to    prove    myself  worthy 
of   the    charge    "Ireach   the    Vord".         armonism  was    the  first   demon, 
the   holiness   erase,    the   holy  rollers,      rniversalism,    then  the 
awful    things   the  Pedos   said    publicly    about    "Clo   e   Corn:  and 

the    ordinance   of   Baptism.      Making   the  New  Testament  end    out-of-date 
message  from  God   to   us.      In    Greece   their  missionaries  baptized 
like   we  do,    but    its   Popery    in  America-        ith   Jesus   a  ul    it    is 

the    symbol    of    the   deareot  e   the  world  ever  had.      Paid 

professions   of    Christianity  and   rejecting  much  of    the   word   of   God 
counting    it   an  unholy   thing   has   been  a   burden   on  my  heart   for 
half   century   or   more.      I   mean   that    I've   not   been     ble    to    sec    how 
any  one  can  hve  followship  with  God  here    or   hereafter   -ad   disregard 
the   plain   teachings    of   the      -  .     'estament   on  any  vital    subject. 
Jesus   has   only   two   ordinances  for    the   church  of  which  lie    is 
he    only   head.      To   rob   these    two    ordinances   of   what    they   symbolize 
is    to   destroy    them  by  making    them  meaningless.      I  have  more   respect 
for    the    Quakers  who   openly  discard   Baptism  and    the   Lords   Suaper, 
w   o  do   not   mutilate   these   second   ordinances    but   openly   repudate 
tot      of    them.      Jraciuateo   of    certain  colleges,    Jreek    schol 
Theolo_.cal   teachers  and  preachers,    publicly  saying    "Join   the   churc   h 
and  get   religion  afterv7ard".      John  the  Baptist   said,       Bring   forth 
fruits,    :.,eet   for   repentance  .         Jesus    said,    "TJxcept   ye   repent  ye 
shall  all   likewise   peri   h."     Another    big  matter    I   had    to   face- 
'hat  commentary   should   a     oung  preacher   secure*      I   bo't    6 
Volume's   for     120.      I   tho't    I   could  safely    trust     :hose  vols,    to 
tell  sue    the    truth.      I   soon  found   them  trying   to   explain  awa. 
beautiful   truths    that    I  understood   ;;ithout   any  Commentary.      If 
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12.    I  could  not  trust  them  in  the  interpretation  of  one   :.  t 
of  God's  truth  I  cojld  not  in  any  other.   So  I  gave  them  away- 
apology  to  those  to  whom  I  presented  them.   *'»Ve  kno   that  these 
are  men  of  God  or  else  they  ould  not  win  souls.   Them  I 
tho't  of  the  horse  thief,  Murray ,  who  won  gre  t   numbers  in  my 
mother's  day.   Gog  has  such  gre  t  reg.  rd  for  His  own  word  th  t 
He  has  been  known  to  honor  it  if  the  devil  preaches  it.   Numbers 
look  bi_  to  the  world.   "Two  or  three   look  big  to  God.   He  used 
to  come  all  the  way  from  heaven  to  talk  to  two  'in  the  cool  of  the 
day.'   No  man  speaking  b.  the.  spirit  of  Go   calls  Jesus  or  His 
word  accursed,  or  any  part  of  it  ''won  essential"'.   The  words  of  the 
Lord  are  pure  words"  (Ps.  62:6(.   How  dare  any  poor  worm  of  the 
dust  salnder  God-  saying  that  He  said  something  He  did  not  say 
and  claim  to  have  fellowship  with  God    Its  quite  a  slam  on  God  our 
Father,  on  Jesus  our  precious  Redeeming  er,  on  the  Holy  teacher. 
Cur  teacher  to  make  like  a  poor  sin  er  c  ying  unto  God  to  know 
His  will  should  fail  to  find  ^is  will  in  the  last  Testament  He 
made,  and   ealed  it  with  His  blood.   Men  called  great  pre-  chers 
failed  me.   Men  called  Greek  scholars  failed  me,    Commentaries  failed 
me,  but  for  45  years  the  Bible  with  my  Teacher  has  not  failed  i.e. 
How  shabbily  I  have  preached  the  word?   But  he  has  not  turned  me 
off  yet.   Bless  His  matchless  name .' .' 

Less  sonie  one  should  call  me    a  book  hater,  I'll  say  that  I 
deairly  love  faithful  honest  iooks,  and  Commentaries  when  the 
wruters  prove  to  me  that  they  are  hunting  for  the  truth.   If  I 
see  that  they're  trying  to  make  a  book  that  will  have  a  large  sale, 
they  have  no  claim  on  an  hour  of  my  time. 

Brought  face  to  lace  with  whiskey-  the  curse  of  ihe  land. 

There  wi  s  scarcely  a.  home  in  the  State  that  did  not  have 
from  a  bottle  to  a  ke$  of  whiskey  in  it.   People  who  were  regarded 
as  high- standing,  honorable  citizens  took   toddy",  they  called 
it.   The  prior  had  nothing  to  do  with  having  whiskey.   It  was  gotten 
some  way.   Some  would  do  without  bread  to  have  whiskey.   Wives  and 
children  were  the  greatest  sufferers.   Often,  men  who  were  kind 
when  sober  w  re  like  demons  when  drunk.   The  vile  stuff  was  called 
gooa  medicine  for  any  sickness.   Doctors  prescribed  it  almost 
universally .   line  was  served  at  meals,  and  very  few  refused  •/%   to 
take  it.   This  was  as  late  as  1880.   -,7hen  pbblic  speakers  began 
in  earnest  the  creation  of  public  sentiment  against  the  use  of  it. 
John  B.  Gough,  a  wonderful  temperance  lecturer  came  then  through 
the  statea  and  would  be  heard.   Preachers  began  to  talk  against 
whiskey  but  many  ox    them  would  not  dare  to  speak  in  thunder  tones 
against  it.   In  my  church  at   hitestone  near  akef ield  I  was 
fortunate  in  having  two  doctors-   rs.  Chamblee  and  Bell  who 
publicly  denounced  whiskey  as  a  medicine,  saying'  that  there 
were  better  remedies,  if  that  were  a  remedy  at  all.    e  were  all 
proud  of  these  cultured  doctors  who  showed  themselves  to  be  on 
the  Lord's  side.   In  our  hearts  we  bless  their  children  who  now 
live  in  Zebulon  and  .Raleigh,  for  their  father's   nd  mother&s  sake. 
In  North  Caroling  I  knew  of  those  Christian  High  Schools,  far saw, 

Ears  Hill  and  now  (1882)  ake  Field.   The  devil  h;  d  his  eye 
on  these  school  s  in  a  special  way.   a  man  whose  name  I'l  not 
call,  on  accou  t  of  hir,  fine  children  whom  I  baptized,  put  up 
a  brandy  distillery  within  half  mil-;  of  akeField  cadei  ,  .   Boys 
and  girls  from  different  p  rts  of  the  State  were  onr  pupil3. 

e  tried  every  means  we  knew  to  induce  this  man  not  to  do  us 
our  good  school  such  a  terrible  damage.    e  had  only  one  re:o  t 
i or  help  in  our  desparation. 


O.L.    Stringfield 

13.      I   said   in  ou:    dinihg,    "I  shall  begin    in    the  morning   at 
seven  odcloch      to   rray   for    the   Lord   to   take   that   man  out   of    this 
world    if   he   does   not   quit  distilling  brandy.      During   that   afternoon 
he   heard   of  what    I  hau    said   and   sent   a  man   to   ask   me    ii    I    really 
meant   what    I  had   said.      I  replied   that    I  certainly  did.      °efore 
7   C'clock   the   next   morning    I   sa      the  whole   01  tf it      laced   near   my 
front   door   so    I'd  be  sure    to      ee    it.       l/d      This  was   not  a   threat   of 
6e:  th  but   a    cry   of    cespr   tion  the    Lord   could   hear.       Tt    is   not   that 
I   hare    such  a  powerful  grip   on  God.      But    to   whom  could    ,e  go   for 
help   but   our  God  and      Father.       ?e   had  no   la,  forbidding    the    sale 
of  whiskey.      Lie  nse   was  given  by   the  United    itates  government   to 
make  and   sell    it.      License   was    then  given  to  men  houses   of 
prostitution-    the    "red   light"   districts    in  cities.      The    thought 
of   ever  having  a  law  to   come   to    our   hel      in  this  awful  curse 
very   remote*      Cur  voice  against    it    in  public   was   lifted  for   eleven 
years.      At   no   time   did  we  X#V/  let   up.      In  different    sections 
th-re  were   men  who  were  calling   on  God  for  help.      Thene   were 
helpless  wives   and   chiloren  who     ere    in  rags  ^ nd  hungry  on  account 
of   the   vile   traffic  whose  very  condition  had  reached   the    throne 
of    God.      He   was   coming  as   fast  as   he   could. 

Public   Sentiment 

Public      entiment      had   to   be    created   before   any    la      could   be 
enforced.      The   power   of    public   sentiment    is   life   or  death  for 
anything.      A  good   definition  of  what    pftblic   sentiment    is   may   be 
pfct    thi;    'way-        prevailing  feeling  for   or   :gainst   anything.      Twas 
the  prevailing  feeling   that   Jesus  should    be   gotten  out   oi    the   way 
of    those  who   had   been   the      Custodians    of    the   -Uaw   of     loses,    The    result 
so   f:r  as   man't   plan;    were    concerned,    the   crucifiction  of    our 
Savior. 

Public   sentiment   had   been  created   fo     whiskey   by   sober  i.en- 
such  as   preachers,    coctors,    Lawyers,    Legislators   and    teachers. 
My  grandfather *s   pastor   kept  a   decanter   of    brandy   on   the    side- 
board and  ail  visitors  were  expected   to  t^ke  a    drink   before   dinner. 

Fot  a   drunkards   wife  aid   chi   dren  were  alio  -e      to    freeze    or  Oo 
hu.gry,   white    or    colored    if   they    could   be   found   by    these  men. 
John's   salary   .  s   cashier  of   a  banr   was    sixteen  hundred   dollars 
a  year    ii    I'm  not   mistaken. For  his   own   living   he   used      4 
a  year,   and  gave  away  the    balance.      The    others   were   faithful 
helpers. 

The    "red   light"   of     a.3t   Lale  igh  was    then  licensed   by    the  city 
that  degraded  men  and    women.      But  we  ha d   God,   and   the   other 
Godly   churches   of   the   city   had  Him  too.      JHy  delightful   stat    with 
this    church  was   not   to    be   long;      The  Baptist   State   Convention 
had   passed  ?.    resolution   to    establish  The   Baptist   Female   University, 
h-  d    selected   some   of   our  greatest   men   to    push   the    work   to 
com  letion.      Br.    Thomas  E.    3   inner  was   selected  as   the  Financial 
agen    ,   who   had  some    success    in  securing   subscriptions.      At   another 
session  of   the    Convention   the  work  was   ordered    to   be   pushed    to 
coii   letion.      Erother      .    F.    Jones,    Dr.    ".     V.    Carter,    pastor    of   First 
Baptist    church,    ]  r.    A.    Iff.    Simmons,    pastor   of    the     'edond  Ba   tist 
church,    Dr.    C.     Durham,    sec. of    the      tate    Mission  Board  and  H.   B. 
Broughton,    of    the   Firm  of   3d  aras      roughton  Co.    as    I   recall 
composed  the   Executive   Committee.      These  men  employed   .  ev.    J.   B. 
Boone  as  financial  agent   who   occupied   that  position  for  only   a 
short   time.        The  work   of  building  a  great   school  for    the 
education  of   our  youn,   women   was   r  ,_,.rded  as  a  hopeless    task. 
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0.    L.     stringfield 

14-      I  knew  but    little   about  what   bad   been  done    or  what  was 
conter,.   1   ted   being  done.      I  w«  s  ver^    busy  with  m„    church  and 
conducting   evangelistic  meetings    in  other   parts   of    the    state. 

#hen  Brother    .7.    N.    Jones,    a  man    I   had   known      t    fake   Fore    t 
Col-Lege,   and    in  who   e   Christian  character    I  h  d  great    confidence 
approached  me,    as   chairman  of   the   executive   commit  lee   of    ihe 
Bo:rd    of     "rustees    of    the      Baptist   Fern   le   University      askin^   me    to 
pray    the    Lord    to  direct   me  about  accepting   the    position  as   finan- 
cial  agent   of    the   school    to   be   established  for   our  young   women 
I  was   quite    surprised,    but    promised   him  to    pray   about    it.      I 
knew   that   that   was   the   way    to   go   about   any   department    of    the 
Lora's  work.      So    I  kept   rr;y   promise   to   pray  abort    it.      The   more 
I   prayed    the  more   anxious    I   became   abjut    our  attending    to    the 
education  of   our  girls,      ike  we    were   our  boys  at     /ake   .Forest 
and  at   the    same   price,    the    deeper   the   work  went    into   me.      Cf 
course    there  are  more  reasons  why  we   should   educate  girls   than 
exist  for  hhe    education  of   boys,   any   thinking    person  knows    if  you 
educate  a  boy  you  have   an  educated   man,    but    if   you   educate  a 
girl  you  have   an  educated  family. 

/ell,   the  great    tho't  began  to   possess  me  to    such  a  degree 
that    I  was   not   fit   to   conduct   the   meetings    I  had   engaged    to   conduct, 
so    I   just    had  to   quit   praying  about    it.      The   day    I     uit   praying 
about,    I   was   a  long  way  from  Paleigh,    at      shboro,    to   aid  Brother 
Webb,    (the   fatherof    the   Judges    Jates   ond    ,Tim)      in  a   series   of 
meetings.      To   dismiss    the   education  of    our  girls  from  my   mind   so 
I  could   preach,    I  wrote    ;7.    F.    Jones    that    I   could   not  accept   the 
work   as  financial  agent.       That  matter  ofi    of   ray  mind   that    night 
and   on  and  on        preached  my   beet.      At   the    close   of    the   meeting 
I  returned   to   Raleigh  not   thinking   but    what  anoth  r  man  had  been 
selected  for   the   position,      accidentally ,    as   we    nay,    I  met    Brother 
Jones,   who   said    "You   have  not   done  us   right.      You  quit    praying 
about    the    work  we   had    in  hand."      I  felt    lik'    a  coward   for   the   first 
time    in  my   ^iie.      Its   not  s    delightful  ieeling   sure.       f    took  up 
the   matter  again  with  the   Lord. 

Dr.    J.    '9.    Carter,    pastor  of    the   First   Baptist    church  -  and 
one     f    the  gr      te3t      i eachers   North   Carolina  ever   had-   and    I 
were   engaged  in  a   series   of   meetings    in    .est   Raleigh.      He  preaching 
in   th     ■  f ternoon  and    I  at    night.      One   ift-rnoon   I   called  at   a  home 
to  visit    the  family.      A  young  woman   took   me    in   the   p  rlor   saying, 
"Mother  will   be    in  shortly."      Introducing  a   conversation,    I  said, 
"Would  you  mind  giving   me   the  history   of  your  education'" 
Little   did  I   think  of  wha      her  words    to    me   were    to   mean   in  my   life. 
Long  years    h.ve   passed.      Her   words   ring   like   a  bell    in  my   to   hhis 
day.      I  knew  Roman  Catholocism  as  well  as   I   did   Websters    Spelling 
book.      I   had   read   the   history   of   the   martyrs,    I  knew  how  Baptist 
preachers  had  been  indicted   in  Court  at  STew  ~  ern  for  preaching 
against    irif    nt   b   ;:tism.      I  knew  pop   ry ,    and  all   of    its   marks. 

Giv   ng    profound  attention   to    every   word   and    facial   e>:   ression 
of   this  beautiful  young  woman   she   could   but    3ee  how    interested 
I  was   as    she    said,    "'.'/hen    I  was   12    '   was    sent    to      3t.    Mary's,    my 
teacher    .sked   me    if    I  had   been  baptised.      I   told   her    T  had   not.      "ben 
she    said,   do   you  not   know     hat  you'll   be   eternally    lost   unless 
you're  baptized?     About   this   time  her  moth  r   came    in  seeming    to 
have   heard  this   subject   of   our   conversation,    she      aid,    "The   child 
came   horn     greatly  alarmed   at    the  tilings   that   had  been  told   her   _  bout 
baptism.      I   wrote   the    President   of    the    school   to   please   excuse  my 
child  froa,     ay   religious    instructioh.  '  en  the  young   woman   -aid, 
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C.   L.    Stringfield 

15.       "Now    I'm  a  menbe-    of    the   First   Baptist,    but    I   have   all   of 
the   doctrine   of   that   school    in   mg   and    I   can't   get    it    out    of     e .  ;' 

By   this   time    T  could  not   stay    in   that   home   any    longer.       I 
had  lived  a   lonjs    tire    daring  th   t    half      n  hour.      Jus.    the   tho'ts 
that   possessed    rn.    soul   that   rfternoon  m-ue   me  know  for    the    first 
tiriie    that   martyr  blood  was   coursin^   my  veins. 

I    made   haste   to    s    e    7.    N.    Jones,       Then    we   met,    I   said    "Jones, 
you  may   count   on  me    till   I  die!"      He    said,    "What    is   the   matter   with 
you9"      Twaa   enough   that    I   then  kne     the   master  had   called  me   to 
help   build  a  great    colle^     for  our  'Baptist  girls.  great 

and   aerious  things    that   were    in  the  way,    the    "lions    in   the   way , 
the    lions    in  the    street,"   did   not   ent:r   my   .  ind  a    time.      God 
had  made    it   clear  to  my  mind   that  He  would   have  me   undertake    the 
work.      That   fi±st   thing   was   settled.      It  was    settled  fo.    good  and 
always.      At   •     time    when   I  was   a   happy  p    st   r,   with  all   the    salary    I 
needed   for  the   support  of   my  family.      A  happy  home,    from  which 
I  would   not   stay  an   your  longer    than    I  needed    to.      Ho     good    the 
mast  r  was    to    rae   to   make    it   plain  that   He   had  called   me    or  else 
1  cojld  not   have    mentioned    it    to  my  wife,    and   my  church.      My   wife- 
said   not    one  word,   for  days  about    it.      One   day   she   pui    her   hand 
on  my  shoulder   and   said,    "  r.    Stringfield;    do   y  u   believe   the 
Baptist   Female    T'n  versity  can  be   built?"      I   said,    "1    believe   with 
all  my  heart    that   the   Lord   is  going   to   build    it."      Then    she   s:  id 
"Jo   ahead  and  do   your  best   and    1*11   pray  fo:    y  u   every    day." 
My   church  refused   to  accept   my  resignation  as   p   stor,    but   f.ve  me 
a  vacation.      "'fe'll  soon  get   ove      hin    foolishness"   was  aaid    in 
an  under    tone.       I     ecame   deaf,    dumb  :-,nd   blind    to  anything    that 
might   look    like  a  failure  for    I  was   certain  tw   s   God's   business 
to  which   I   had   been  called.      mhe   Spriit   had  made    that   natter' 
clear   to   me   by  a   powerful    implulsion   that    God's    chile Ir  oout. 

Being   a   fin   nci&l  agent    one   world    think  my  first    and   onl     worfi 
wou.d   be    to  gather   up  money.        e  all  kno"    the   small    p   rt   money 
plays    in  building    Christian  schools    ~nd      Christian  churches. 
Fioia  1875   to    1  94    I   had   been  going  about  ;.nd   hearing  great   ;  en 
deliver    oratories   on  all   sorts   of   subjects     but    I   never   heard 
a   speech  pleading  for   the   education  o      women  th:  t   appealed   to  me 
in   the    lec.st.      In   only   one   section   of   North  Carolin     was   there 
a  respectable    sentiment    in  favor    of    the    higher   educati   n   of 
women.      1      t    section  was    the    TTorth  faster      section  around 
.  urf resboro   Female    I   stitute   owned  and    controled  by    the    Chowan 
Association.      'was    "Educate    the   boys!'.      Let   the  girls   get  married.7 

The  Baptist    As  jo    iatioa      net   the   Baptist    State    convention 
would  hear   speeehed  tor   the   education  of   boys     and  for  youn^,   men 
studying  for   the   ministry.      The    education  of  g   rls   was      regarded 
as  a   private   enterprise   that    Baptist   men  like   H.     V.    Rinehart 
and   Y.    B.   Hobgood  did  in  a  <  ost   blessed   way  as  hundreds    of   Godly 
homes   can    te    tify.      ""he  girls  who   -  ttended    the  colleges   of    other 
denominations  returned  home    worth  very   little    or   nothing    to    our 
Baptist   churches.      Baptist    in   those   days   was   spelled   with     a   little 
b_.      Baptist   stock   sold    with   a    sickly    ..polony,      0,    you   close 
commun    on  baptists  I "  was   mercilessly   hurled    at   us    by    those    high 
up.      ropery   o      small   or   large    scale,    has   ever   been  as    insolvent 
as  worldly   wisdom     ould   allow.      Public    sentiment   for   the    education 
of  women  was   very  sickly  when   it   was   not    stone   de  d.      The  reasons 
given  to   aroune    interest    in  their   education  did  not      ppeal   to 
people.  venture   to   ^ive  a  few   of    them. I  he   id  and    lei  we  you 

to   judge.    "J-irls   ought    to    be    educated   so   the;t    they      ay  marry     /ell". 


.0 

> 

c 

i 
. 

■  ; 

i 

■ 

i  i 
i 

... 
■ 

ICTT 


i 
I 


I 

: 


O.L.     Stringfield 
16-      "She    should   b      educated    so    that    she  could    support   herself 
should   she    f    il    to   marry"..      She   should    be   educated    to   fit  her    to 
enter   into   society*. 

Does   that   a   peal   to   you?      7To ,    nor   did    it  appeal   to   any   one    ela    . 
If   public   sentiment    is   to   be  aroused   on  this   subject    it  h^s    to 
have  an  appeal   worth  while.      And   this   appeal   has    to   have    the 
sanction  of    the  very   throne   of   God.      This    appeal  must   have    the 
same   history   that  gospel   sermons    always   h.  ve   if   they'    e   to    tell 
through   the  years.      Talks  may   be   prepared   in  an  hour    or    t  ;o. 
"ermans  and    speeches    with  blood    in   them-   with   life    in  them  have   to 
be   born  -   h  ve   to   have   parentage.      You  can  not   fool   people  all   the 
time  when   they   have      "TTo   sehoolen".      They  h  ve    native      bility.      They 
have    eyes   and    err:    and    can   h  i  nd   see,    so    only   sp   eches,   deep    in 

your   on     oul   can  find    lodgment    in   the    souls   of   others.      Another 
gre    t    item  is    the   delivery  of   any  message   we   have   in  our  souls.      I 
enjoyed      "haletey's   rhetoric   very    such,    but    I   found   Paul   to   be 
the   rhetorician  of   all    the   coming  ages.      As   dear   Dr.        aylor   would 
have   me   say    "Snowing   the   terror   of   the    Lord   we   persuade   men- 
susdio, —    to    sweeten,    per--,    thoroughly.-    j'    e   rule  rock   by   force , 
anim  Is   b.     fear,    man  by   love".      Children  of    God   do    things    in   the 
name   of        prophet,    for   Jesus    sake.        ho    is    she   that    she   compels 
our  attention  and    lenderest   caie';      The   mother   of   us   all.      The 
heart   of   the   whole    world-   chosen  of      God   to   give  His   only   begotten 
'■on  birth,    born  unto  you   in  the   city   of   Davie        //Xtf??  f'avior   which 
is         Christ   the    Lord".      Th  t    our   daughters   may   be   as    corner    stones, 
polished   after   the    similitude   of    a   palace*" 

The  greatest  university    in   the   world   is  the   home-    ■-  re   the 
hours  for   recitations   are   morning,    noon     nd   night.      George  Herbert 
s    id,    "Our  good    mother    is  worth  a   hi  rd   ed   school   masters".      The 
greatest    letters    ever  written     e^  sured  by  their    influence      ere 
written  b  ■  other's   hand.      If   you   could    see   re   kissing  your   picture 

and    then  after  while    taking    it   up  again,    and   with  tears    in  my 
eyes   calling  you  my  darling   boy     you  would    comprehend  what    it 
costs   me   sometimes,    to    use    the    stern  language    of   authority  and 
even   to   cause  you  moments   of    pain,      Kipling  wrote. 

"If    I     e   e  h;.  nged  on   the   highest   hill    I   know   ishose    love 
would   follow   me    still.       If    I  we:e   drowned    in   the   de   pest  , 

I  .now  who   e   tears  would   come   down  to    me.       If        were    damned    in 
body  and  soul,    I   know  whose   prayers   would  make  me   whole.        other 
O'Minel      Mother   0'    ine ! .        MT.    Gladstone  gave   in  parliament. 

When  announcing    the   death   of     Princess  Alice    thus:      "  The 
Irincess   little   bo,y    was    ill   with   diphtheria:      The   physician  h  d 
cautioned  her  not   to    inhale   the   poi caned   breath.      "he    child 
tossing    in  the    delirium  of   fever.         ""he   mother    took   the    little 
child   in  her  1   p   and    stroked  his   fever :d  brow.      The    coy    threw  his 
an  .3  around  her  neck  ;  nd   said,  "Kins   me   mama".      The   mother's 
instinct   was   stronger   than   the    physicians   caution:      She   pressed 
her   li£e   tto    the    child's   i  no    los      her  life." 

There    is   only   one  absolutely  and    unselfish   love,    and 
God-like   love.      It    is  a   Mothers   love,      "he    God  who  can  create  a 
mother   heartj !      Love    is  the   mother   heart   of   God. 

The   mightiest   prayers   that    ever  accende-     to    the    throne   of 
God   have    betun  a  mother's    prayers.      The   first   prayer   I  ever  he   rd 
during   the   dark  hours    of   the    night   was    "God   save  my   boy?. !  I 
Saved!!      Yes,     ;e're  all   saved-   father,    mother  and   thirteen 
children  safe    in  His  keeping. 
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O.L.  Stringfield 

17-      The    se^test    prayer    I   ever  heard    w   a   utteree    one   clay   by    the 
mother   of   my   preacher  boy  when  the   physician   sitting  b.    him 
saw  no   hope   for   the    little   fellow  to    live.        hit   a  prayer! 

"C,    Lord,    if    its   best    for   the   boy    in   time   and    in  eternity 
to   live,    let    him  live   --   but    if    its   best  for   the    boy    in   time 
and    in  eternity   to   die   --    let   hi;    die!        e  walked   from   the   g   ruen 
into   the   room   -hen  he   ■-  nd  the   doctor,    our   dear   Toctor   Bell 
were.      For    the    first   time    in  days   the    boy   opened   his   eye?  a nd   said 
"Mother".      But  what   has     1;    this   to    do   with   the   history   of   Meredith 
College?      Indeed,    this    is   the  most    important    p   rt   of    its   history. 
Then    is   no   such  thing  as  going   out      nd    shaking'   the   bushes  and 
think  that   Baptist   people   will   think  th  t  a   cy&lone   has   come. 
This   little    thing   of   educating  a  girl   to   make  a  money-maker 
out  of   her    Is   too    cheap   a   thing.      Its   quite        slam  on  us   men   th  t 
we  can  not   support    the   women.      Their  heart    aork    i?    what   we   crave 
just   like    the    Lord  fixed    it.      You  fool  yourself    ..hen  you   think 
our   Christian   Civilization   is   on   safer  footing  with  a  greatly 
multiplied   number  of  business  women,    office  women,    voting   women 
and    the  like. 

I th  your  gge   fastened   on  Him  who    died  for   us,    you'll 
find   sufficient   reasons   for  her   education  to  appeal  to   every 
fiber   of   your   manly  being.      My  s^oulj  hat    it    did   i.ean   to   my 

life  for  my  1  ttle  sister   to   hang   on  ray  neck   and   bathe   my   bosom 
with  her   tears   the    day    I  started  to    College,    as -she    said,    "Buddie 
I'd  give  anything    if    I  had  a    chance    to    be   educated!'.      She    had   no 
chance    to   be   educated  but   thank   the   Lord,    thousands    of    others 
haxie   had   a  chance   since    th  t   day,    •  nd  h  ve   m,  de   fine    use    of    the 
advant ages  afforded  them   too. 

It   did   not  give   me    the "swell   head"   either  when  our  great      en 
preachers j    judges,    lawyers,    said    of   the    speeches    I   made   to    our 
people   over   the    state,    "That's   the    greatest   speech  for    the 
education  of   women   I     ver  heard."      I   was    thankful   to    hear   them 
say  things    like   that,   for   surely    I  ha,    heard   enough  to  crush     e 
like    this.       "Its        forlorn  hope-    It   can   not   be   done-   you  can  do 
it    if    any   on-:    can,    but    I   have    no    confid   nee    in    it    -  Here    is   fift, 
dollars    I'll  give  you    on  account    of  a:  y   confidence    in  you. 
Sure   thing,    you're  making   s    nest   for  yourself    if   you    build    it- 
All  your  girls   will  be   educated  free    of   cost,    if    its   built. 
All   that   and    a  great   deal   more   was   said    over   and    over  for   years 
while      e   were  going   an    inch   at    the    time. 

e   did   this   much  god   by  bein     able  to  go    onl,    at  a   snail   pace. 
■That  good   was   this-     "he   Legisl   ture  was    in  session  and    our   building 
with  the    -vails    about   three  feet   high  and    covered  with  bo:  rds, 
"no  money55,    afforded  Dr.      elves,    the    first   lobbyist    I   ever  knew, 
a   picture  of   the   f: ilure   to  build  a  great   College  for  women 
by  private    subscriptions.      The   Legislature   made   haste   to 
appropriate   money   for   the  Normal   School  at   Greensboro. 

With  many   powers    -gainst   us,    to  which  we   h  d   to  be   blind 
and    deaf,    for  we   had   our  ears  attuned   to    "Asound    of   going   in   the 
tops   of    the    mulberry    trees"    (Chr.    11:15).  o1  r   hope. 

Let's   see.      vh':t    prayer  meetings  we   had    in   the   missions   room! 
L.    Durham,   V*    B.    Broughton,    Dr.    J.    "'■•    Carter,    Dr.   A.    M.    Simmons 
W.   N.    Jones,    all   pleading  with  God  to   manage  for  us.      To   my 
dying  day    I'll  recall   the    touch  of    their  hands   on  my  shoulder 
as  we'd    leave    the   room  during   the  midnight   hours.    "Go  ahead! 
Do  your  best!   God   bless  you.' 
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C.  L.  stringfield 
18- 

ITever  has  the'  e  been  such  a  load  on  me  before  nor  since, 
you'll  appreciate  this  when  I  tell  you,  if  I  can,  the  t  sk  I  had 
before  me  in  getting  before  the  people  of  ">!.  C 

It's  one  thing  to  get  a  bigf  truly  hearty  welcome  Lo  speak 
to  an  association  or  convention-   Its  quite  :  nother  thing  to  kind 
of  squeize  in  at  the  last  minute  to  "make   few  remarks".   If 
you've  never  tried  that,  just  try  it  once,  with  only  a  few  that 
care  a  fig  for  anybody's  education,  especially  the  education  of 
a  girl.   '"-ikes  more  than  oratory  to  tackle  a  job  like  that. 

But  how  did  I  tackle  the  job.   Cne  day  just  before  adjournment 
of  the  association  when  all  -ere  aorn  out  1  rose  to  speak.   A 
friend  on  mine  who  enjoyed  being  called  ugly  was  sitting  on  the 
front  seat.   x  said,  "Hickson,  it  is  allowed  for   man  to  be 
ugly  some,  but  you  have  a  mortgage  on  the  whole  thing."  By  the 
time  the  roar  of  laughter  had  subsided  the  house  was  filled  with 
curious  listeners.   Jack  Mills-  the  immortal  Jack  Mills  listened 
at  me.   Cne  day  Durham  said,  "Broth  .  Mills,  how  is  it  th  t  you 
go  to  sleep  when  I  speak  and  tay  wide  awake  when  Stringfield 
speaks?"   Brot;  er  Mills  replied,  "Because  I  don't  know  what  he's 
goihg  to  say  next."   I  mention  that  to  let  you  know  that  I  was  not 
an  orator  to  create  public  sentiment.   Twas  what  T  had  to  say  that 
completed  attention.   ~ty  message  was  from  god.   I  believed  with 
all  my  soull  No,  indeed!   I  did  not  ask  for  money.   It  was  given 
me  a3  I  went  an.   Exactly  what  I  sj  id  at  the  close  of  my,  speeches 
was,  "I  did  not  come  here  to  get  you.  money.   I  came  here  for  lots 
more  than  money.   [  came  here  for  you.   I  do  not  want  your  oney 
if  we  cannot  have  you.   I  want  to  know  if  you  want  the  people 
of  Uorth  Carolina  to  build  a  great  school  for-  our  young  ./omen  like 
we  have  for  our  young  men  at  ":ake  Forest.   That's  vh  t  T.  want  to 
know.   Tell  me,  men  and  women,  by  standing  this  minute.   How 
quickly  and  proudly  the  crowds  stood  with  tears  of  hope  and  joy 
that  a  new  day  was  coming  for  our  great  young  women.   There  was 
an  inspiration  in  those  eager  crowds  thet  made  me  strong  for  the 
bitter  things  that  were  just  ahead  of  me,  of  which  I  then  knew 
nothing. 

Men,  our  o.;n  Baptist  men  soon  learned  that  the  financial 
agent  was  not  gathering  much  money,  doing  but  little  towards 
building  our  gres t  school  for  young  women.   A  bitter  thing  to  me 
was  a  long  article  in  the  Biblical  Recorder,  written  by  a  p- stor 
of  one  of  our  First  churches,  a  great  preacher,  and  beautift.il 
writer  urging  that   ake  Forest  College  should  be  opened  to  our 
young  women,  and  thus  3ave  the  great  expense  oi  building  a  College 
for  tham.   I  do  not  call  his  name.   He  went  o   to  heaven  a  year  or 
two  J6efrf??0   alter  that.   Dr.   Taylor  and  I  attended  his  funeral 
and  paid  lovin^  tributed  to  his  memory.   But  that,  beautifully 
written  article.'   And  by  one  of  the  most  powerful  leaders  in  the 
Baptist  State  Convent  iln.'   ery  soon  another  article  appeared  in 
the  liblical  Recorder  from  a  m  n  who  had  devoted  his  life  to  the 
education  of  young  women.   T!e  also  was  very  prominent  among 
the  Baptists  of  the  State.   Of  course  I  w  s  expected  to  answer 
these  articles.   The  Biblical  Recorder  and  all  the   State  papers 
were  open  to  me. 

In  the  meantime  letters  came  to  me  from  •  great  college  for 
women  in  Virginia  offering  to  take  ITorth  Carolina  girls  at  greatly 
reduced  prices-  indeed  at  my  own  price.   He  was  very  gracious  to 
me.   Blessings  on  him.'   I  was  so  crushed  that  at  a  meeting  of  ou« 
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C.  L.  stringfield 

19-  executive  committee  I  asked  tl  e   to  .  cceot  my    i   ation. 
Brother  H.  B.  Broughton,  said,  "We  can  not  afford  to  swap  horses 
in  the  middle  of  the  stream".   Hot  to  be  noticed  in  thi  ::  matter 
by  the  Board  heartened  me.   Having  spent  11  yearn  at  Wakefield 
as  principal  of  a  High  School  for  girls  •  nd  boys  I  kne   things 
about  mixed  schools  that  wven  older  and  (riser  men  did  not  know. 
I  ventured  to  cay  some  thi  gs  with  the  help  of  J.  '.v.  Bailey  that 
put  a  guietua  on  the  tho't  of  opening  ake  Forest  to  girls. 

Cotton  selling  'or  4^"  to  5/  -   about  the  cost  of  production 
and  the  talk  of  r  ising   One  Hundred  thousand  Dollars  did  not 
fit  well  together.   Things  -ere  black  as  midnight  on  the  earth, 
but  twas  oil  light   bove  the  clouds.   God'3  throne,  so  there 
nothing  for  us  to  do  but  "go  forward. " 

I  had  vieited  associations  snd  churches  in  different  sections 
of  the  state  for  a  year  or  two  twas  tine  for  something  material  to 
be  coming  to  p.  ss.   T  must  "needs  go  to   adcsboro,  J.   ..   dams 
was  pastor.   [  spole  Sunday,   'onday  morning  he  and  I  began  to 
visit  his  people.   7e  w?lked  ove   the  town  seing  ra.ny  of  his 
people.   Not  a  dime  did  we  secure.   I  could  not  provoke  a  smile 
on  his  countennce.   How  disappoi  ited  in  his  people  he  was! 

His  clessedly  great  wife  had  prep- rod  a.  sumptuous  meal  for  us. 
By  this  time  I  had  learned  to  face  disappointments  with  cheerfulness, 
By  2  p.  m.   we  were  on  the  go  again.   By  ten  o<?>clock  that  night 
we  had  secured  "'wenty  One  Hundred  and  Seventy  Five   ollerdl   La  , 
what  a  sum  th  t  was  J  ^'oney   was  money  in  those  days.   How  quickly 
the  ne.s  of  what  adesboro  had  done  went  ove   he  :tate. 

At  Goldetoro  with  C  A.  Jenkins,  p  stor  of  First  Church, 
very  graciously  introduced  to  his  people,  I  spoke  to  his  people. 
I  noticed  Judge  "aircloth  sitting  near  and  \ttorney  Chas. 
Ay  cock  sittin^  on  the  bad'  se  t  in  the  big  church.   I  enjoyed 
speaking  that  day.    The  next  morning  I  went  to  see  the  Baptist 
people.   .' ien  I  went  to   Ayeock's  office  his  greeting  w;  s;  "I'm 
mad  with  you,  because  you  made  me  cry  as  you  did  yesterdya.   Here 
is  my  check  book.   Help  yourselfS  ' 

From  there  I  went  to  see  Judge  Faircloth.   [  told  him  of  a  ver„ 
poor  m-?,n   who  h  d  eiven  roe  eight  dollars.   He  said  ,  "I'll  rive  you 
a  Thousand  dollars".   The  interest  he  manifested  in  the   ork 
encour:  ged  me  to  ask  him  to  0ive  us  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  in  his 
will.   J.  G.  Joyner,  the  efficient  Superintendent  of  education 
in  the  state  was  a  kinsman  of  Judge  Faircloth,  greatly  e  icouraged 
his  uncle  in  this  .ork  for  Meredith,   '  liese  subscriptions  made 
many  hearts  glad,  as  well  as  other  subscriptions  we  were  continually 
getting.    eredith  College  on  trial  for  its  life. 

The  sessions  ot  the  Baptist  State  Convention  which  wo   to  be 
held  in  Charlotte  was  approaching.   'he  trustees  of  ake  Forest 
College  greatly  neede  Five  Thousand  Dollars.   A  strong  Committee 
w;  b  selected  to  present  the  matter  to  the  convention.   An  hour 
for  the  discussion  of  the  report  on  education  was  rranged. 
Drs.  C.  Durham,  J.  D.  Hufham,  and  two  o   three  young  r  nke 
Forest  men  were  asked  to  apeak.   Then  Five  Thousand  WO-i.l  rs  must 
be  raised  for  Jake  Forest  College.   The  only  tine  allot^d  for  this 
discussion  of  ""eredith  College  was  to  be  at  the  close  of  the  dis- 
cussion of   /ake  Forest  College,  ^y   the  time  the  Five  Thousand 
Dollars  w  s  secured  the  time  for  adjourneelit  had  come.    e  11 
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20- 

kne.  this  to  be  Jhe  only  time  we  could  get  to      Lon  -ur 
work.    .  IT.  .'ones  bad  gone  off  to  his  ro.;m  sick  at  he:.-  t,  sc    ci 
that  he  had  gone  to  bed-  dear  soul!   I  was  in  agony.   I  went  into 
the  pastors  study  for  a  moment  to  get  hold  of  myself  that  I  might 
fight  the  battle  of  r-,y   life  to  save   c-rc-dith  Coll*  :nt 

I  hid  I  paced  the  floor,  and  finally  looked  out  the  window  aj  d   his 
came  rushing  to  me,  "I  will  look  up  to  the  hills  from  whence  cometh 
my  help."   That  second  mv  soul  was  calm  within  me,    ralked  out 
onto  the  high  rostrum:  A  motion  was  made  to  e.  tend  the  t  in.e 
adjournment,  'ear  Dr.  Marsh,  the  President  of  the  Convention  did 
not  interupt  i  e  to  put  the  motion,  but  said   "This  is     Lngfield, 
"If  any  one  can  save  (Meredith)        tist  Female  "niversity,  T*e 
can!"  Brs.  Kerfoot,  Carter,  Durham,  7a.,  lor  and  pothers  looked  like 
lit  le  sch  ol  ''.-oy..    to  e.   I  thought  of  nothing  on  earth  but  our 
young  women  being  cultured  for  Him.   For  1C  or  15  minutes  I  spoke 
as  rapidly  as  I  could.     n  Baid   "I  want  no  resolutions  offered 
commen^in^  this  work.   Give  us  here  nd  now  Three  Thousand  Loll  ra 
to  help  put  this  blessed  work  on  its  feet."   In  very  few  i  inutes 
we  h  d  2  00.   I  said,  "Thank  you  all.  That  will  do."  Dr.  J.   . 
Carter  said  out."    tringfield  snatched  the  Baptist  Female 
University  from  the  very  Jaws  o,  defeat."   Dr.  'erfoot,  s  id 
"That  was  the  greatest  speech  fo^  the  education  of  our  young 
women  I  ever  heard."   :  say,  and  will  alway   say  the  :  ord  did  it 
in  His  own  blessed  way,  usi.^  my  j  oor  tongue.   .50  0.  for  ''ake 
Forest  College,   2300.  the  next  moment  for  Meredith,  was  lots 
more  than  any  amt.  that  it  lias  ever  ree'd  since  then,  for  it  settled 
for  good  and  always  a  livin0  sentiment  for  the  education  .  f  our 
young  women.   We  had  Godd  Charles  B.  .'ycici.  and  t.   .     iley 
to  spe^  k  for  ivleredith  during  the  Convention  ..hen  it  met  in 
Winston  Salem  at  the  close  of  the  powerful  disc;  ssion  I  think 
it  was  N;4r000.  we  raised  for  .Meredith,  a.  d  called  it  a    small 
task.   Sen  and  women  were  so  anxious  to  0ive  that  they  offered 
their  ; in^s  nd  watches.   My  J  What  a    thing  sentiment  is.    hat 
is  sentiment."  Anyhow?   I  think  a  good  definition  to  be  a  ore- 
vailing  feeling  on  any  subject.   Once  the  sentiment  was  "Hosanna! 
Blessed  is  He  that  cometh  in  the  same  of  the  Lord."   "Crucify  Him" 
Was  the  sentiment  of  another  crowd.    l  t  a  difference.  One    time 
i.s  educate  to  boy  and  let  the  girl  get  married.   Cne  tirae,  I'm 
to  speak  ten  minutes  about  the  education  of  our  girls.   Another 
time  say  at  the  session  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  at  Oxford. 
A  night  session  is  give   to  us  to  discuss  The  Baptist  Female 
university.   Shall  I  ever  forget  it":   C  ry  Hunter,  one  of  my  old 
College  friends,  and  one  of  our  trustees  came  to  me,  saying, 
"  "eSre  counting  on  you  to-night.   By  all  Leans  don't  fail  us. 
"I  said.  "Am  I  the  only  one  to  speak?'   "'  es,"  he  said. 

I  .ent  off  and  talked  to  my  master  the  best  I  could.   By  tigie 
the  great  crowd  gathered  I  was  like  a  race  horse  champing  the  tit 
for  the  race  track.   I  didn't  care  a  fig  what  was  said  to  me  nor 
about  me  in  the  way  of  intriducing  me.   That  "".  E.  Broughton-Dear 
Reed nam,  was  the  one  to  introduce  me  to  the  Convention.  Guess  what 
he  said.   Something  like  this.   "When  ie  and  I  are  off  together 
I  call  him  Lark in,  (That's  whet  ray  name  is,  w  s  named  for  a  rich 
yankee  )   but  I  call  him  Nehemiah  when  I  think  of  the  work  he's 
doing.   Com  to  the  rostrum.   ...  L.  Foteat,  now  president  of  ake 
Forest  College  almost  lifted  me  out  the  rostrum.   V  at   happy 
looking  crowd  was  seated  bef oie  me.    hat  great  men  were   e.-.ted 
on  the  rostrum  and  at  my  feet!   Plenty  of  time  to  speak-  A  subject 
now  close  to  the  hearts  of  the  laptist  people  of  the  state  -nd 
their  friends. 
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3.    L»     ?  :ringf  ield 

21-     how  happy   I  was.      Henry  Briggs   call   d     e          .  diamond    in  the 
rough".      ;-t   first    thought,    that   was    pretty    tough  for   s    college 
graduate    like   I  was,   hut    I  knew  Henry  Priggs   but    I  knew   h 
sore   big   something   by   saying    that.      But    you  ask   ho  1  ny 

speech  that    night?      I  must  hav^    s    oken  well   judging  from   the     /ay 
the   people  list    ned,    and   the  thousands   of  doll   rs   they   s    ve   at    the 
c    rjse    of   my  sp   ech.      Dr.    -'."and",;.7   and    another  :°rot    er   ss       fclu  t    I  wai 
about    exhausted     and  took  me  to  my  room,    saying   gracious   words 
to   me . 

The  ways    to    get  money.      There   are    to      ~      ays   to  get   money. 
One  way    is   the    tax    way  -    pay  your    taxes   o^  we'll    sel]    you: 
That*s    one   wa,     to  get   money.      Another  way    is   at   the    point    of  a 
pistol  -  your  money   or  your    life.      The  greatest  and  most   joy 
way   is    to   untie    the   strii    :  that  a  man  has   around   bio   pocket   book. 
So    th  t   he    just    loves   to    *ive  you.   money,    and   thanks  you  for 
accepting    it.       Loosening   a   m   n's   grit    on  his  money    is   nit  a   1 
job.      Try   it,    sometime. 

Onee ,   at  an  association    I  most   have   made  a  great    speech 
All   the   people    3eemed   great  y  moved.      Before    I   could   get    to 
seat   and   sit  down  an  elderly  gentlemen  rose   quickly      nd    said    with 
greet   ervor,    "Brethren  we   must   do    something.      I'll  be    one    of  any 
menlee    to  give    Ine   Dollar  to    this  work!        h  t   did  happen?     Lets 
change    the  subject  and  talk  about   the   multitude   of   poor  women  who 
knit   socks,      nd   sol     eggs    to  get   ten  dollars   to  help  build  Meredith 
College,    saying,    "I  did'nt   have   any  chance  for    learning      I  want 
others    to  go   there."     By   this    time   there   was   nothing   hard  about 
work   except   walking    thru  hot  and    cold,   \?et  and  dry   over    '•'  t       ills 
or  sloppy   roads.      In  those   days   walking  was    the   fashion.      Siding 
w.  s   cheap   enough-   could   hire  a    horse    for   25      or   50  day.      But 

that  w        not   the    thigg   to  do.      Walking  at   that    time   wa 
respectable      s  riding   is  now.      Hor   was    it    a  te.sk  to   i  sk  for  money 
the  way    I  asked   for    it.      The   night    i      June    that    Tother      A.    33. 
Covington  gave   me   :    Thousand   dollars,    he    ,    his  great  wife  and   I   had 
glorious   time  together.      "e  all  knew  we   h  d   some  heavenly   company 
with  us.      Hay   I    tell    it?     Ghe   sat  by   the    piano,    he  next   to   her, 
I   sat    in  the   corner  looking    into   their  faces.      I   told    then-  briefly 
what  we    ?ere    trying-   to  do,    and  why  we  were    trying  to   do    it.      I 
said,    "Now,    before    ten   o'clock  this   night  y  u*re   goin^  ive   me 

a   thousand   dollars.      It   struck  him  like        de   d    shot.      Ris   face- 
told  me   that.      But    T  kept   on  repeating  what    I  had   said.      Finally 
I   sa  id ,    *It*s  most   ten  O'clock!"     Be    looked   up  a  t    the    clock 
then,    having  mastered  himself,    he    said,    "I'll   give    it   to   you!" 
'e,   hi:      ife   .and    T  hurst    into    tears   -  a   blessed   victory   for  ub    all. 
You  ask,   How  did   yoi    ::  ere    to  go    and  when  ths  t*s 

charmingly    interesting   t.    me,    and   will  be    to  you    if   your're   a 
child  of    Sod. 

God  attends    to  his   own  business    in   His   own  way.      I   had    to 
believe    that   before    I   could   even  undertake   this  work.      T   bad    to 
believe   every  word   of    the   New  Testament   and   understand    that    it 
His   love   letter   to    re   before    I   cor  Id   move   an    inch.      "I  will    instruct 
you  and  teach  you.    [d  a se   you    to    understand)      the    way   I  would   have 
you  go.       I  will  guide  you.  with  mine    eye  (will  keep   my   eye    on   -■    u). 
I  had   tried   that   out  when    I  vas    in   the    middle   of  Y.  ivei 

one  dork   night.      Se    T   counted  on  Him  for  guidance. 

Cne   nicht   the  Executive  committee   said,    "Stringf ield,    we're 
just   obliged   to   have   some   money." 
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I  did  not  know  whe  e  to  go.    ife  s  id,  "Where  ar  =  you  go 
I  said,   I  do  not  knowl   1*11  let  you  know  when  I  get  to  some 
place."  At  the  station  T  was  ■  sved  the  same  question.    I'm  going 
to  take  the  first  tr-  in,      id.   Th   eon   cto:    id,  '   »re  you 
going?  T  ^aid;  "Capt.  I'll  tell  you  later".  II        ~. 
100  nil  s  ■  ii'J  h  d  no  impression  to  ttop.   "o  I  kept  on  riding. 
After  while  the  porter  called  "Shelby".    t  once  I  seized  ray  grip, 
and  alighted.   Went  straight  to  the  parsonage.   7: 
p  sior  said,  "Why  Stringf ield,  I  was  just  thi  king    >ut  writing 
you  to  come  to  me."   I  said,  'But  I  didn't  want  to  be  dth  y ou  t.j- 
norrow,  for  I  wanted  to   e  at  "'c j .  ^check's  church  on  the  sane  day 
anc  his  church  does  not  have  preaching  to-norro  . " 

Treadway  suggested  that  I  phone  "aj .  Scheck  to  make  an 

appointr.ent  for  me  at  eleven  a.m.  and  V  a   Shelb,      Lght.   I 

called  aj .  5c he neck,  12  miles  away,  as  sted.   I  said 

,r'aj.  Schenck,  this  i   Stringf ield,   ""Gould  you  make  an  appointment 

for  me  to  speak  at  your  church  at  11  o'clock  toSmorrow?   I 

know  its  not  your  preaching  day  but-  TTe  interupted  me  to  say  ,  e're 

ch- nged  the  tine  of  preaching.   Cur  pastor  i  here." 

What  feelings  possessed  me  at  that  moment,  1*11  never  forget. 

Why,  of  course,  I  s>oke  at  both  places  and  both  Churches 
seemed  happy  to  give  me  :  one,,,  with  which  to  carry  on  the  work. 
Thi   guidance  of  the  Spirit  was  repeated  over  m.    over  thru  the 
years  till  my  work  was  finisher"  for  Teredith  College.   From  this 
all  of  us  got  our  greatest  inspiration.  Tvti  s  to  all  of  us  i    voice 
from  Hia  of  His  approval  of  our  efforts.   There  was  the  h     rtiest 
sympathy  between  me  and  the  trustees,  "e  discussed  every  item 
f-  bout  the  work.   All  of  us  feeling  assured  that  Go<       ith  us. 
OJ  the  prayer-  that  vere  offered  by  these  godly  men.   ft  r  he 
wave  of  public  sentiment  fo:  th  education  of  our  young  women  started 
the  women  over  the  state,  led  y  Mi  :  Fanni*  He<      I  1   oed 
memory,  began  to  pray  for  the  completion  of  Meredith  College. 
TTothers  who  could  scarcely  read  were  praying  th  t  their  daughters 
might  be  given  a  chance  lik--  we  were  giving  our  young  men  at  Wake 
Forest  college.   A  thing  we   ei   v  ry  c  eful  to  do  and  h  ve  done 
from  the  day  Meredith  opened  until  this  day,  25  years  later. 
"e  never  could  go  back  on  that  prayer  -  Ey  His  help  we  never  will. 

\n   Equal  chance . 

At   this   time,   board    in  the    club  ike    Forest   cost   from 

"6   to    v7.    per  month.      Board  and  room   in  the    club  at  Meredith  v.:  s 
about    $7.    per   month,      "hile  board    in  the  Main     Building  20. 

I  h;  d  my  daughters    then  and    paid    every  dime   of   their   expenses- 
board  and   tuition  and  all    incidental   expenses   Just   like  any  oth  : 
man.        as   worth  much   less  the-   di  ,     I  resigned   than   I  waa    th      day 
I  accepted   the  work  about   eight  years   before.      I  know  what    T',    s  ;aAng 
There   art    young  women  who  Lldren  or  grand  children  may   one    day 

read   these   lines    who   spent  at     ioredith  each  year   from     500.    to 
C1000.    while   other  girls    ..ere  spending   for  the   sat;  Lea    from 

140  to   250.        ch  year.        h?..    damage   thoughtless  girls   can  do 
trying   to   how  off   their  fathers   hard-earned   dollar;  - 

But   more   about    th   t    1    ter. 

Doing  more    than  we  knew. 
While  going    from  one   end   of    the    sts  te   to    the   other   trying   to 


0.  L.  3trin  field 
S3- 

secir  e  money  with  which  to  pay  for  brick  -nd  mortar  little  aid 
I  think  of  wh  t  my  visits  to  the  homes  were  amounting  to.   True1 
the  little  girls  wo  Id  stand  around  me  greatly  interest-:'  in  what 
I  was  ayiag  to  their  parents.   I  distinctly  reme  ber  spending 
a  night  in  a  home,  f  ther,  mother  and  two  children.   I  even 
recall  how  we  at   t  around  the  fire  the  little  girl  holding  my  l£ft 
h^nd  and  the  little  boy  holding  my   right  h:  nd  as  I  was  trying 
to  persuade  them  to  educate  their  children  for  God  :.n<^   go  d. 
Finally  the  father  said,  "Go  see  what  time  it  is.'"   In  a  moment 
the  boy  said,  "It's  one  o'clock7-  from  wight  o'clock  to  one 
4'clock   I'd  been  pleading  with  th  t  noney-loving  fat 
mo the  .   The  midnight  bow   had  oot  brought  a  yawn  to  those 
dear  child  en. 

So  when  -Meredith  College  was  opened  every  room  was  taken. 
G  rls  from  every  cirlle  of  society  -  poor,  rich,  15  to  ■  5  years 
old,  most  o:  them  hungry  to  learn,  glad  to  deport  themselves 
i  a  lady- like  way.   TTo  need  for  an  agent  to  go  over  the  land 
soliciting  patronage  for  this  school  for  young  women,   ^he  money 
thst  had  paid  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings  and  furnishings 
was  not  money  we  see  nowadays. 

Cotton  w<  :  sellin.^  for  §  to  6f  er  bb.  ,  corn  5  p  per  bushel 
meat  5&6/ ,  flour  3.50  to  4.  per  bbls,  cslico  10j2  silk,  1.  per 
yard. 

..nd  our  beautiful  Forth  Carolina  girls  gracing  our  State  with 
that  modesty  that  looked  truly  queerly  to  us  who  would  freely  die 
for  the  puriety  of  southern  women. 

Sffuch  more  than  a  College  for  our  young  women.    Vhile  it  is 
true  that  ve  belong  to  a  "sect  everywhere  spoken  against",  we  are 
human  enough  to  crave  the  notice  we  thought  due  us,  for  our  faith- 
fulness to  the  teaching  of  God's  holy  word.    e  were  not  getting  it, 
Cur  girls  that  went  to  other  colleges  t^en  our  own,  became  worth- 
less to  our  churches.   What  a  gre;  t  giver  God  is.   It  was  quite 
noticeable  that  .fter  we  begen  in  dead  earnest  to  build  ieredith 
College  and  had  spent  much  time  finding  out  if  the  Baptists  of  the 
State  really  meant  to  build  it   baptist  stock  began  to  go  up 
^he  sneera  at  hs  grew  beautifully  less  and  less  until  the  cheap 
jokes  spoken  by  so  called  learned  en  about  the  -iter  route  to 
heaven  were  consigned  to  the  trash  heap.   Even   Baptist  man  could 
be  selected  as  Superintendent  of  Education,  the  ^  n.    J.  C.  Scarboro 
one  of  Forth  Carolinas  finest  production,  Hon.  J.  g.  Joyner  a  char' 
sing  sac  cesser.   C  arles  P.  .Aycoc  ,  easily  elected  fovernor  of   he 
State.   Greensboro  \Torman  School  was  an  e  •?..  gro  th  out  of  the 
sentiment  crcted  for  the  education  of  our   girls.     .  i-~l  -tors 
over  the  State  had  hea- d  about  what  was  going  on.   This        no 
Beans  an  effort  to  head  off  our  Dr.  'fclver  raa  gracious  to  rae  in 
all  of  our  journeys  together.   He  knew,  Dr.  Rinston,   resident 
of  Chapel  Hill  State  College,  knew  that  no  state  school  could  do 
our  work.     n  we  teach  our  most  vital  Doctrine  we  have  to  be 
under  our  own  vine  and  fig  tree  unmolested.   To  put  it  briefly, 
yet  plainly,  Tis  no  sma_l  thinci  to  us  that  our  Savior  walked  sixty- 
miles  to  be  baptized  in  the  river  of  "ordan  b;  a  man   sent  from 
God  whose  name  as  John."   v/hen  ,Tohn  modestly  refused  to  do  so,  tis 
no  small  thing  to  us  that  Jesus  said,  "Suffer  it  to  be  so  now, 
for  thuc  it  becometh  us  to  fulfit  all  righteousness".   Its  up  to 
us  to  answer  this  question.   feat  did  Jesus   ear;  b   his  words  to 
3#hn,  Fhat  righteousness  did  John  and  Jesus  ("us")  fulfil? 
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c  want  e;ery  College  girl  to  be  able  to  answer  that.    e  want 
every  College  girl  to  take  in  the  sacredness  of  every  act  of  John 

and  Jesus  that  day.   "e  want  every  College  girl  to   e  able  to 
teach  their  children  and  their  neighbo:  s  children  the  meaning 
of  the  doings  of  the  Holly  Spirit  that  day.    e  want  every 
College  t,irl  to  appreciate  the  significance  of  the  voice  from 
heaven  that  day.   "hen  we  consider  these  vital  things,  we  know 
of  a  t  uth  that  we  have  a  great  place  in  this  world  that  no  one 
is  filling  cut  us.   Any  undeceived  man  or  woman  in  the  land  knows 
that  baptism  is  not  essential  to  salvation,  fo:  no  one  is  :  fit 
subject  for  baptism  who  is  not  already  saved  {a.     to  his  soul). 

f   re,  T  had  tetter  put  down  so  e  cf  the  bottor  rocks  that  have 
caused  the  existence  of  Meredith  College. 

Tis  the  identification  of  our    vior  with  us  as  3od*s  ran 
taking  the  place  of  the  sinner.   John  had  been  baptizi  g  si   ers 
who  had  repented.   John  had  prepared  the  way  as  God  had  sent  him 
to  do,  and  had  done  so  by  preaching  repentance  and  baptising,  them. 
"o   the  Son  of  man  to  save  Tlis  own  -  how  else  eoibld  he  identify 
Himself  with  us.   Short  this  same  Son  of  man  is  going  to  command 
Uis  Ministers  to  go  -  preach  end  baptize,  connecting  this  ordinance 
in  a  symbolic  way  with  his  death  on  the  rross. 

All  of  us  know  that  the:  e  a  c  orgy  two  ordinances  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  both  of  which  point  to  the   Cross  as 
beautifully  explained  by  Paul.   That  Dove-like  Spirit   what  did 
He  do"  Pon't  say  th  t  our  Savior  was  baptized  by  the  Holy  Sprit. 
How  cruelly,  too  close  akin  to  blasphemy,  to  talk  so  flippantly 
aboflt  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit.    s  tho  that  were  an  ordinary 
Spirit,  He  was  ahnointed  Prophet  Priest  and  King-  The  Holy  Spirit 
came  from  YxerYen   annoihted  Him  and  went  beck  to  heaven. 

This  doubtless  Appall? s  preached  with  great  power.   Puke 
sa„ s  as  much  in  18th  Chapter  of  Acts.   Powerf i  1  preacher  as  he 
was  that  woman  taught  hi#  more  and  a  great  deal  more-  the  baptism 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  power  to  attest,  witness  for  our  Savior 
so  long-  as  twas  needful  to  attest  the  death,  resurrection  and  work 
of  our  Savior  for  which  He  had  been  annointed  the  day  John  baptized 
him.   Briefly  ut,  this  doctrine  comprehends  the  vital  things 
for  w  ich  we  stand  til",  our  "avior  comes  again. 

The  leading  men  in  starting  the  educational  wave  th;  t  ;  n     ept 
HbrtV  Carolina  for  denominational  Education,  out  of  which  easily 
grew  state  education  as  we  see  it  to-day  can  easily  be  named. 
Beginning  creating  a  wave  is  one  thing  riding  a  wave  already 
making  for  the  shore  is  quite  another  thing.   If  we  were  to  deal 
trulj  and  honestly  as  on  oath,  and  should  be  obliged  to  name  the 
men  we  might  surprise  very  many. 

The  opening  Pay  at  Meredith. 

This  was  an  event  for  which  my  heart  had  yearned  e  long  while. 
I  was  at  Shelby,  7T.  C.  sick.   T  wired  P.  R.  Pruitt,  pastor  of 
9th  Avenue  Baptist  church,  Charlotte,  to   eet  me  at  the  Station. 
I  fell  in  his  arms  exhausted.   He  took  care      e  and  the  next 
morning  sent  me  to  Raleigh.   T  wa   soon  in  the  Infirmary  at 
"credit h.   ]P.  .  Pi:, on  Carroll,  blessings  on  h  r;  took  charge  of 
me  with  my  'Jear  good  friend,  B.  7.  Spilman  for  i  ;  nurse.   She  and 
S  ilman  are  two  of  the  most  respectable  liars  I  ever  saw.   I  asked 
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then  if  I  had  typhoid  f  ev=r ,  and  !"oth  of  the'  said  no 
with  emphasis.   I  spent  one  night  there.   The  next  day  [  had  the 
trial  of  my  life.   I  knew  just  about  all  the  girls  who  had 
Matriculated.   A  number  of  them,  vho  are  now  among  the  great 
women  of  the  land,  did  not  have  money  Enough  to  nay  their  e; | enses 
a  •  eek..   I  had  urged  there  to  come,  assuming  ther  th<  t  I'd 
id  by  them. 

The  car  iage  came  the  next  day  to  take  me  to  Re:  Hos  ital. 
s  Cary  Hunter  took  me  in  his  r  is  at  the  b;  c  door  of   eredith 
and  put  me  in  the  carriage   nd  sat  with  me  T  sa  f  these  helpless 
girls  standing   t  the  windows  crying  like  their  hearts  would  break. 
They  knew  I  had  a  very  dangerous  sickness.   All  the  doctors  were 
quacks  on  the  su  ject  of  typhoid  f eve :  those  day?.   "For  45  days 
I  remained  in  the  Hospital.   "hen  I  jot  able  to  do  so  '   went 
to  [eredith  to  *ee  those  helpless  girls,  a  d  asked  them  to  ell 
tee  ho   they  had  gotten  on.   Here  it  i-  —  "Twas  the  ss  dde  3t  day  in 
our  lives,  vhen  we  saw  you  taken  to  the  Hospital.   We  were  leaning 
on  you.   "hen  you  left  we  went  to  God.  and  poured  out  ov.v   aouls. 
He  sp'ent  Mr.  John  Pullen  and  others  to  us,  and  we've  been  ^etting 
on  all  right.   What  I  coi  d  say  about  all  of  them. 

As  I've  sail,  dates  when  this  or  that  came  to  ass  do  not 
mean  much  to  me.   Events  ch'  rm  me.   "was  a  great  day  with  me  when 
lawson  in  his  ire  at  book,  The  Divine  Challenge >  'rote  on  the 
Tiaelessn  ss  as  one  of  the  attributes  of  God,  That  time  and 
distance  doesn't  ,  is  not  an  item  with  God.   Phat  the  throne  of 
God  is  written  speaking  distance  day  and  night. 

"Ten  an  T  to  rc:ig:?   Long  before  this  I  had  bee:;  chosen  as 
the  secretary  of  Education,  which  included   ake    »re  I  College 
in  my  activities.   The  trustees  had  done  everything  they  could  to 
dignify  my  position  to  make  r,e  loo'  big  as  possible  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people.   I  had  thought  nothing  about  giving  up  my  position. 
Cne  morning  I  was  going  down  town.  Between  the  Governor^  snsion 
and  Meredith  College  I  was  powerfully  impressed,  'You  have  done 
enough  of  this  work."   T  walked  on  down  twwn  and  offered  rcy 
resignation.   Baying  to  W,  W.  Jones  and  "b  ck"  Var.n,  under  no 
condition  can  T  afford  to  accept  any  position  in  JReredith  College. 
I  said  this  because  there  was  much  talk  about  me  this  way.   ''Cne 
thing  cert-  ii    're  going  to  take  good  care  of  ' .  tr  ingf  ield:  ' 
I  did  so  love  the  way  the  lord  put  me  in  and  took  me  art.   ""hat 
wa   the  big  thing  to  me.     t  T  was  going  to  do  for  the  support 
of  my  family  I  did  not  know.   When  pressed  for  ar  answer  to  that 
question  I  could  say  only  this:  ",re  who  took  care  of  60  ,000  men 
besides  women  and  children  for  40  years  without  even  a  short  crop, 
will  not  fail  to  t  ke  care  of  me,  *  if e  and  seven  children." 

Ify   friends  got  busy  trying  to  fix  up  a  great  place  for  me. 
r'ome  place  or  other.         using  to  me  ho  ,  I  was  ordered  to  dress 
up  and  show  out.   T  put  or.  my  long  black  coat,  my  fine  beave   h  t 
that  Simone   Whiting  gave  me.   Only  highly  distinguished  men  wo  e 
be-ven  hi  ta  in  those  days.   "ine  made  a  grc  t  i   :    i:.n  on  me. 
"ife  accompanying  m   ,  e  .  cnt  to  preach  a.  trial  sermon  at  a  good 
church.   Tie  deacons  met  me  the  next  morning.    anted  to  "now  what 
I  Had  decided  to  do  about  accepting  the  church.   X  said,  "I  can 
not  find  it  in  me  to  ike  his  work."  ?Tow,  a   uestion:   "Did 
you  single  handed  create  the  sentiment  out  of  which  came  eredith 
College':'  Hb,ii  deed.   en  held  in  hi  h  repute  among  baptists  all 
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over   the   South  *   and   regarded  highly  by   the    Cultured   people 
who   were   not   Baptists   even  ray  associates  going   to   and   coming 
from  the   big  associations   an       !   nve   1  ions   of   Baptists    over   the 
State-      -  cople   saw   that   these   Tien  were    as      nxious   to   '.  make 

a   speech  about   the   education  of   our  women   as    others    seemed    to      c 
for   many    ;: laces   the  education   of  women   was    nneere        t. 
worthy   to   be   discussed    in   a    religious      eeting.      \t    one   bi.. 
association  one   of  the  gre    t   preachers    in   the  association   n 
bold  enough  to    come  to  me  and   say      "you   shall   not    speak   at    this 
association."      I   said,    "I'm  going   to    spea::    to-morrow,    or   throw 
you   in  the  river!"      I   said    that    smilingly.      So   he    .vent   to   work 
that    evening  and   the    next   morning   to   hinder  me  from   speaking. 
It   looked   much   like  he   had    succeeded,    as  he    saw  to    it   that    a 
time    war    fiaed   for   each   one    of    the    "big    juns , "   and    I  was    1 
out   as   he   thought.       T   said  not   a   word.        fter  while   the  time   came 
for   the  very  last   speech  of    the    day-   the   great    lay      lien    it    looked 
like   all    the   people   -;ere    there.      .'    rnoti   n  ".'as   etc  de   to  go    to   the 
grove   to   hear  R.    L.    Patton   speak   on  Foreign  Missions.  1  bon 

was  a  gre;  t    preacher   and   teacher  as    well-       '.bout   the    time  we  were 
getting   up  to  go    to    the    "Stand   in   the  grove,    Patton   rose,    speaking 
very  loudly  he    said,    "Brethren!..      T  feel  like   I  would   he 
committing        sin  against   God   to   speak  on   Missions  no"  while 
O.L.Stringf  ield    is   here  to   speak   on   the   education  of   our  young 
..omen.      No.    I'll  not   speak.    Brot     r   Sttingfield  will   s 
this   time   many  were    out  of    the    house  and   our   ".    PI     fatheny        ? 
chosen  to    introduce  me.      TJ>    h?  ::   a  voice    like   a  trumpet.      he   had 
a   vocabulary    to   m-  tch.      By   the    time  he    h  d  finished    the    introduction 
that    tremendous   crowd-  horse    traders   and   a .1   must  have    believed 
a   sure   enough  giant  was  going    to    speak.      he    all  had   a  good    time   for 
an  hour  except    one   man.      Tt  went   very   hard  with  hi       '         is   death. 
I  guess   for  twas    clear    th  1    his    ■  1    ns    h  d  been   completely 
frustr;  ted.      After  all,    not   man,     of   us  know  how  small  we   are.      T'r-  e 
wes   C.    B.    Taylor-   Dr.    Chas.    E.    Taylor,    President    oh      .  4 

College   and    I  sitting   together.      John  Brewer,    President    of     "  owan 
Baptist   he.  ale    I    stitute,    the    only   school   owned   by  Baptists    in  the 
State,    Dr.    C.    Durham,    Sec.    of   the   Baptist   State    Co  vention. 
Then  later     ras    John  E.     hite.     'ec.    of    the    Convention,    S.    '".    Sykes 
Prof-    of      ake   Forest   College,    A-   E.    Prown  and   other  great    men  who 
had  no   little   to    do    in  the    Creation  of   a  propelling   and   cor:  elling 
sentiment  for  the   education   of   our  young  women.      ITot  a   one-    of   them 
would   make   a  speech  on   the    subject    v-hen   I   war   about.      The,     would 
h-ive,   no  doubt   but   they  had   their  own  work  to   represent   before   the 
crowds.      Its   delightful   to    me    to    know  that   Z^rz.    Join  E.     Vhi1 
5.    'V.    Sykes   and   Chi  rles   Brewer  and   Presidents   of   colleges   for 
women.      Its  not   modest   for  me    to   say  it  an-1    I  would   not    :ay 
wh   t    I'm  going    to   say    if    I  had    not    been  urged   to   do    so    by    the  Pr   s . 
of   the   Baptist    State    C     vention,    B.    w".    Spilman,    and   many   others- 
Yes,   urged   to    say    it    like    it   w   s.      If  any  ran  ev  r  riske  much 
and    suffered  as  much  for  the    education   of   our   women    I&ve    never 
heard   of   him.      To   fa;      an    ice    cold  world  as    T  faced,    with   an 
unpopular   subject   like    I   had  re  uired   more    then  human                 th. 
To  descend,                 was   regrrded  from  a   God    called  minister   o:    the 
gospel   to  a  money  getter,   was  to   risk  my  all-   all   that  rest 
to   re.      To    Btay  away  from  my      elightful  family   leaving            'ifc   to 
rear  our   children.      To   endure   the   hardships   of    slow   travel,    and 
much  walking   none   of  us    can   appreciate   nowadays.      But,    0, 
precious   uod    was   to   me   through  it   allij 

Saving  written  this,    I'm  ashamed  to  have    said    it    because    I 
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27-   know  of  the  sure-enough  hardships  of  those  who  first  tola  us 
Forth  Ci  roli  ians  about  our  Lord  Jesus  as  the  only  hope  the  world 
has  or  ever  will  have.   They  m  de  themselves   ble  to  talk  with 
Paul  when  they  met  him.   I'd  be  >  shared  to  tell  Paul  at  ut  ny 
hard  time  I've  ever  had.   IPhat  a  long  ro  d  the  Lora  Las  travelled 
to  take  to  us  what  we  have  to-day.    Every  o'ood  gift  comes  down 
from  the  father  of  lights." 


I've  written  is  what  I  call  the  history  of  Meredith 
College  that  has  not  I een  written.    hat  u?e  the  Lord  has  made 
of  the  young  women  who  h-ve  been  pupils  there.   hat  use  He  had 
made  of  the  great  teachers  •  nd  managers  we 've  had  there  all  these 
years  can  not  be  known  this  side  of  our  eternal  home,  when  we'll 
see  God  face  to  face. 

"hat  the  little  maid  did!!" 
Every  girl  in  the  world  would  do  well  to  read  carefully  2   ings, 
5th  chapter. 

1902  Have  just  resigned  py  work  for  Meredith  alter  8  hard  years. 
(Look  at  page  88  between--).   ".a  invited  to  assist  in  meetings 
till  June  1903.   "hen  without  being  called  to  any  church,  I  had  to 
go  to  the  "wild  mountains  of   estern  Forth  Carolina".   I  just  had 
to  go,  and  was  not  satisfied  till  I  got  to  Barnardsville ,  20  miles 
north  of  Asheville.   ,Jo  church  or  set  of  men  had  called  me  tV.ene, 
but  I  was  satisfied  the  Lord  wanted  me  there  and  would  tike  ca  e 
of  me.   I  had  a  comfortable  home  in  Raleigh  we  hi  d  just  finished. 
Twas  quite  a  while  after  we  reached  our  place  before  I  thought 
for  sure  I  ould  not  see  why  they  shoul..  ask  me  if  I  knew  Jreek 
the  first  hour  they  met  us.   (sic.  )   I  soon  learned  why  Greek  was 
worth  knowing.   .  fine  scholar  (?)  had  been  preaching  doctrine  th  t 
caused  crowds  of  our  people  to  leave  their  churches  and  iw  d  helped 
hir.  build  two  finer  houses  in  the  community.   Preaching  almost 
daily,  and  knowing  the  particulars  of  the  great  falling  off  of 
our  i  embership  I  had  this  for  my  subject  one  day  while  this  scholar 
was  present.   "The  tricks  of  the  devil."   I  said  one  of  the  (devils 
tricks  is  Infant  Baptism,  which  came  from  the  devil  throught  the 

Catholic  Heirarchy.   Another  of  ihe  devil«  tricks  is  the  sub- 
stitution of  touring  and  sprinklin_  for  baptism.   This  came  from 
the  devil  through  popery.   Then  I  said  only  pop  gun  £jcj£'/.6%jlrfd 
preachers  would  try  to  prove  such  stuff  from  the  Bible.   After 
the  congregation  wt   dismissed  he  came  to  me  end  said,  "It's 
mighty  hard  to  be  called  a  pop  gun  preacher."   I  said,  "for  pity 
sake,  do  you  belon^,  to  that  crowd!"   I   short  while  our  -eople 
came  back  to  their  churches  with  '.any   more.   So  that  the 
doctrines  we 're  glad  to  stand  for  ere  gladly  and  greatly  strengthened. 
About  this  time  a  wealthy  man  much  interested  in  the  eduction  of  the 
mountain  people  assured  me  of  financial  assistance  in  the  erection 
of  a  large  building  for  that  purpose  I   I  spent  all  I  had,  my 
home  In  Raleigh  and  all.   Had  225000  brick  made  by  a  can  who 
knew  how(?)  to  make  brick.   These  all  crumbled  into  dirt  the  first 
few  rains  that  fell  on  them.   Twas  a  failure.   I  left  that  wo  k 
and  went  to  Burnsville,  in  Yancy  County.   Had  fine  help  rs  in  that 
County  in  the  persons  of  Erank  Watson  and  ev.  Jake  lams.   Put 
why  did  I  have  to  go  to  the  "wild  mountain  ".   Once  I  spo  e  at  the 
Bunco mb  County  Associations  when  it  met  at  Big  Ivey  (Barnard  ville). 

After  the  speech  three  men  -  Andy  Ingle,   illiams  and  one  more 
met  out  in  the  yard  and  agr  ed  to  pray  that  the  Lord  might  send  :  e 
to  th;.  t  place  to  keep  on  praying.   I  did  not  know  about  that  until 
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28-   the  master  thru  me  had  got  en  things  in  that  community 
in  great  shape  for  the  Kingdom.   Then  I  knew  why  it     tta  t  I 
just  had  to  come  to  the  wild  mountains.   ".':  t  I  did  learn  during 
my  stay  in  this   t.  section  of  North  Carolina.   While  I   a  p;  stor 
at  Burns ville  Beree  church  35  miles  ove:  three  mts.  called  me  to 
preach  .  t    salary  of   50.    year.   So  once  a  month  Burn3ville 
gave  me  up  to  go  to  that  church  once  a  month.   [  learned  that  just 
about  every  doctrine  of  the  Hew  Testament  as  preached  by  John, 
Jesus  nd  Paul,   s  i  eld  and  preached  by  us  had  been  ssailed  and 
terribly  abused.   Very  many  saying  in  s  light  way,  i  s  tho  it  were 
a  matter  of  small  con  sequence" .   3  that  is  a  controverted  point. 
The  great  doctrines  of   redestin-  tion,  sa  ctification,  justification. 
Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus,   ademption,  the  ttwo  church  ordinances. 

All  of  these  I  found  had  been  traded  of!  for  the  opinions 
an.  words  of  man.   Vife  asked  one  o   the  teacher:-  who  h  d  been 
traineo  in  Theology  how  much  time  was  given  to  the  study  of  the 
doctrines.   "Not  three  minutes  in  the  wh^le  course".   To  my  mind 
its  this  way  -  rphe  devil  first  tried  to  kill  Jesus,  next   o  ruin 
his  ch  racter,  next  killeu  Him  on  the  cross,  next  circul  ted  a  lie 
"say  they  3tole  him  way  while  ve  slept",   Satan's  next  attack 
was  to  kill  his  followers.   His  ne~;t   and  last  attack  is  to  destroy 
Eis  written  v'ord*  to  chok   it,  to  make  it  of  "none  affect"   to 
"wrest"  it-twise  it  to  mean  whs  t  the  master  did  not  mean-slande 
God,  To  say  th  t  God  said  something  th:.  t  He  did  not  say  in  His  ;ord 
is  an  awful  sin.   For  a  man  t   say  in  public  that  he  thanks  the 
Lord  for  all  the  denominations  and  then  derides  them  shows  incincerity 
to  put  it  rnidly. 

Having  intimated  something  about  the  doctrines,  just  as 
well  tell  you  plain .'y  a  few  things  that  you'll  be  glad  if  you 
pack  them  away  •  s  precious.   In  the  front  of  the  Bouay  '  ible 
T  have,  the  Pope  Admonishes  his  (dupes)  followe  s  as  follows: 
St.  Peter  si,ys  that  in  Epistles  of   t.  Paul  there  are  some  thing 
hard  to  be  unde  stood  which  the  unlearned  and  unstable  wrest  twist) 
to  their  own  destruction-  2  ■ eter  3:16.   Then  cjme  his  admonitions: 
"To  prevent  ..nd  remedy  this  .  buse ,   nd  to  guard  against  error  it  w  s 
,'udged  necessary  to  forbid  the  reading  of  the  scri,  tures  in  the 
vulgar  language. (the  common  people). without  the  advice  and  pe  - 
mission  of  the  pastors  and  spiritual  guides."  He  further  admonishes 
"Also   en  accomplished  in  all  kinds  of  learning." 

Teen,  of  course,  no  good  Catholic  reads  the  Bibl  but  books 
written  by  "the  fathers."   What  about  this'   I  see  more  mysterious 
things  every  day  outside  of  the  Bible  than  I  ever  sa   in  the  Bible 
in  half  a    century. 

Tw .  s  said  of  Jesus,  "The  common  people  heard  Him  gli  dly."  I  h  d 
no  preaciier  to  teach  me  when  I  was  ignorant.   I  saw  no  mystery  that 
specially  pertained  to  the  salv.  tion  of  my   soul  th.  t  I  did  not 
understand,   -^ts  look  at  some  that  I  understand.   "Come  unto  me 
all  you  that  l.bor  and  are  heavy  1  den.   I  will  give  you  rest. 
Take  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn  of  me  for  my  yoke  is  easy  and  my 
burden  is  light.   I  understand  that  and  want  to  him  and  found  peace. 

It.  11,  P8-30.   I  understood  L  ke  15:11-246  ~hen  John  3:16  -18- 
and  tis  easy  to  understand  that  God  the  Father  gave  us  Jesus, 
"born  unto  you."  mhat  we  -re  a  gift  to  Jesus  by  His  Father- 
John  6:37-40. 

How  precious  that  I  shall  -now,  for  God  himself  will  teach 
me-Jjhn  7: 17- John  14:26  James  1:5. 
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29-      them  the   way   of   life,   But    in  very  few  minutes    I  found    ti.em 
to   be   God-  haters-  wanting   to   air   their    over   man-made  doctrine, 
v/ith  no    tho't    of   jiving  up    their   own   sins.      I   could  fill   pages 
with  their    trashy   stuff.      I've   been  reminded   too   often  that   there 
arc    mysteries    in   the  Bible.      If   asked    "Have   you   read   the   Bible""    "he 
truthful  answer  would   be,    ''no'  .      The  mil -ions   or;    the    road   that 
leads    to    eternal   ruin   that   will  not   read   the   Book   of    Life!! 
If  yoa   care   enough  abo   t   what    I've  written   to   read    t.  e  references 
I've  given,    I   can  go   on   ./ith  some    heart.      The   doctrine   of    the 
Bible      r      of    two   classes,    the   1 irst   cl   ss    belongs   exclu;i      lj 
to   God;   aa   election,   regeneration,    pardon,    sanctif ication     justifi- 
cation. 

Before    I  define    these  great   doctrines  as   I   believe    the      ible 
teaches    them   I'll   say  about   the  first   thing     atan  puts    into   peoples 
minds    is   for   them   to    reconcile   what    the   Lord   teoches    with  what 
some   men  or   even  grer: t    scholars    teach.      I've   tried   that  and  failed. 
Its    to   take   Jod   or  man.      You'll   never   take    both.      I   expect    lo  be 
in  heaven  while  yju're   reading   this.      If    that   glorious   should      e 
mine,    it   will  be  by  His  grace,    not  works   of   righteousnes     that 
I  h:.ve  done.      "Eternal   life   is   the  gift   of   God   thru  Jesus   Christ 
our  Lord."     He,    a   God   of   love   chose    me    to   have   fellowship   with 
Him  here   and    hereafter.      He   chose  us  and   gave  U3   as  a  gift    to   His 
Son,    We   are   the    i   herit   nc-e-    of   our   Savior  given  to   Him  by  His  father 
Glorious!!    Glorious (:      (election)      But   how   do    you   reconcile    that 
sublime   doctrine  with  moral   agency-   man':     part?        r.    Spurge on   of 
London   said,    "T  do  not    reconcile    them.      I   preach  both." 
I'm  willing    to   say    I   select   my   own   company  keepers,    you   do   too- 
so  does   God,    except   that    I  may  be   deceived    in   some    I  may   select 
but    God  selects   us  havin;   perfect   knowledge  of   ho     we're  going   to 
turn  out.      He   knows  when    re   came   and  where  ?/e   came   from,    the   ro-  d 
we've   travelled,    the   hearts  we  h  ve. 

regeneration-   born  of   the  Holy  Spirit,    "born  from  above". 
Bvery   soul   of   this  ea.rth  that   lives   with   God   in  heaven  Smust 
be    born   again."     Yes,    babi   s,    ■-,  s  well  as  grown  up   people,    "except 
a  man    (humanity)  be  born  again  he   ca.n  not    see    the   Kingdom  of 
God.      It    is   understood   that    babies   are    saved  -   understood    in   old 
and   Hew   Testament,   biit    how   are    they  saved.      Don't  waste   time  and 
say    , "why   of   course    they  re   3aved ,    they've   never  done  any  wrong 
thing."      I've   heard   some    say,    preachers   too,    "Why   they're   3aved 
by  the   blood   of    Christ."        uite   easily   gotten  off    of    hand,    but 
the   que   tion  remains  unanswered.      If   the   baby   lives   to   be  a  man 
how  will   he      e  apt   to    behave   himself1.      Why ,    that   nan   in  the 
Pententiary   sentenced    to  hard   labor  for   life  used  to    be   his  mother's 
sweet   little   baby.      '.Vhy  all   that0      He  followed   the   bent    of   his 
own  selfish,    sinful     ature.      To   be    briefl  -   The' e    is   no   difference 

etween   the   nature  of   a  r   ttlesmke   three    inches   long  and  a 
rattlesnake    three   feet      ong.      Having   a   r   ttlesnake    sleep    in  a 
feather  bed  doesn't   change   his    nature.      If    it    ./ere    possible  for  a 
poisoned   nature   to  go   to   hea,ven  then  a  child   could  go.      The  Holy 
Spirit  gives   the   baby  a   ne      nature    if    the   Giver  and   Taker   of    liie 
wants    it   removed  from   this    earth.      ~,   Yes,    the  Holy   Spirit,    our 
Savior's   Other  self,   has   teen  down  here   evr   since  He   came    the 
day   of   Jencecost  as   Luke    >:<rote    it    in  Acts,    (      ets   of    the     blj/    Spirit 
is   a  go .d   name   for   that   book)      God   claims  for  His   own,    but    is    busy 
convicting   others   of   sin   thru  the  gospel. 

David   s?ys    ■   e're   born    in   sin,    shapen   in    iniquity."     Paul    says 
"The    "arnal  mind    xr   enmity  against    God.      It    is   not    subject    to    the 
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30-   Law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be."   TTo  wonder  the  pope 
and  his  bunch  do  not  believe  the  doctrine  of  regeneration,  nor 
repent  nee,.  If  they  believed  that  and  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  many  would  be  out  of  the  job  they  give,  but  the  job  she 
mrver  accepted  a  single  time  in  all  these  centures  -  "pleading 
.ith  Jesus  to  intercede  for  usl" 

"Sanct  if ication1 

I  gree  ve  y  heartily  with  Dr.  P.  3.  Hinson  who  said 
Sanctifies tion  is  the  same  thing  for  the  soul  that  education  is  fo- 
the  mind.   I  think  that  to  be  a  f  ir:st  class  way  to  put  it.   I've 
talked  with  many  gre  t  and  good  men-men  who  loved  every  word  in 
the  Sible.   Prom  what  I  could  learn  from  them  tfhey  counted 
then. selves  to  be  poor  sinners  saved  by  grace  who  saw  much  to 
condemn  in  their  own   ives,  and  lots  more  to  love  in  Him.   Its 
been  almost  painful  to  me  to  hear  them  talk  about  their  unworthine  s 
in  His  sight.   They  like  Paul  were  very  fax  from  being  "wholly 
sanctif  ied'*,  as  I've  heard  said.   I  take  it  th  t  the  nearer  we 
to  the  mir  or,  the  more  plainly  we  see  the  bumps  on  our  own  faces. 
and  the  more  presiou   the  words  of  our  Lord  are  to  us.   The  saint- 
hood mentioned  and  applied  to  Peter,  Paul  and  Luke  and  others  grew 
out  of  a  gros  ,  carnal  misunderstanding  of  the  spirit  of  Christianity 
and  the  teachings  of  our  Savior  and  His  apostles.    ul  said, 
"US  man  ppeaking  in  the  Spirit  of  God  saith  Jesus  is   ceursed, 
(1  Cor.  12:5  ).   STor  does  the  Spirit  disregard  "these  say  ngs  of 
mine,   Indeed,  it  is  safe  to  say  th  t  the  Holy  Spirit  is  quite 
jealous  for  the  lienor  of  Jesus,   s  Jesus  was  for  the  honor  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  when  He  deel  red  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Should  not  be  forgiven,  neither  in  this  world  nor  in  the  world 
to  come.   Father.  Son  ;.nd  Spirit,  are  vlessedly  united  in  the 
wrok  for  each  Soul  of  humanity. 

lardon  and  Justification. 

These  ae  other  de;  r  doctrines  that  belong  exclusively  to  Sod. 
Cnly  the  offended  c: n  forgive  the  oifense.   Cnly  God  can  forgive  sins 
and  He  can  forgive  only  for  Jesus  sake.   e  alone  provided  the  ground 
,f  p  rdon.  His  blood  "without  the  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no 
remission  of  sins."  Tis  vritten  "He  that  despised  :o3es  law  died 

ithout  :\ercy,  of  how  much  suit  punishment  for  him  who  has  trodden 
under  foot  the  . lood  of  the  Son  of  God  and  put  Hi  to  an  open  shame." 


,7 


So   to   leave   Jesus   out,    or    to   put  Another   name   by    the    side    of 
Jesus,    to    mention  any  other   name   or   reason  for  coming    to   God  for 
pardon  brings   added  offense    instead   of   p   rdon.      "No   other   n;.me 
given  under   heaven  and  amon_   men"   dooms   forev   r  million       ho      re 
called   this   day  loud   professors   of    Christianity. 

A  governor  can  pardon  a   criminal.      He      a Ik a   out   a   p   rdoned 
criminal.      xie    is  forever   guilty   fif   having   coi'mitted   the   crime.      r"he 
Governor's   pardon  has   done   nothing  at  all    but    saved  the  man  from  the 
punishment  that   the    crime   justly  r.erits.      "he  governor  does  not 
bu   Id   a  palace      for    the     an     nd   provide  a   retine    of    servants   for 
him,   and   put   him  up    in  high  society.      "So,    the   man   is   a  pardoned 
criminal  who   ca   not  associate  with   the   mother  whose    boy   he  killed 
few  ye^rs  ago  that   was   the    dc-rlin     jf  her  he    rt. 

So     we    come    to    the   most   glorious   doctrine    [to   me)    in  the 
Bible-   Justification  by   faith   in  the   blood   of    the   Lamb   of    sod. 
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31   "As  in  idara  we  all  die,  so  in  Christ  shall  we  all  e  m 
alive",  as  is  the  offense.,  in  all  of  its  blacknes  ,  so  is  the 
remedy  in  all  of  Its  virtue.   The  millions,  and  billions  that  go 
from  this  ea.  tb  to  heaven  to  be  introduced  into  the  hi0her  eoei  ty 
in  all  the  Tnive  se  will  not  be  brandec  as  escaped  criminals  of 
this  e  3 th  by  any  manner  of  means.   The  inhabit  nts  of  heaven  will 
say  "  ho  are  these  "  What  an  answer; I   "These  are  they  that  have 
w  shed  eheir  robes  and  made  thorn  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb" 
The  Lamb  enthroned  in  glory  -  Look  at  Him. 

Cnce  I  saw  the  picture,  "The  Birth  of   nation",  conceived 
in  the  brain  of  Tor  Dixon.   I  sat  like  others  and  looked  on  until 
I  heard  one  c:reat  sentence  near  the  close  of  the  picture  then  I 
came  near  shouting  "Glory  to  God!!   for  I  saw  a  fresh  picture 
of  the  blessed  doctrine  of  justification.   Dixon  made  one  o:  hi 
characters,  Mr.  Lincoln  (who  was  then  president  of  the  r.  S. ] 
how  he  was  going  to  treat  the  Southern  States  that  had  rebelled 
against  the  Northern  States  and  had  fought  lour  years  in  the 
"Civil"  fratricidal  war.   '"he  character  represent  in    .  Lincoln 
said  in  ans  e  ing  the  question  as  to  what  his  attitude  towards 
the  Southern  Kebels  would  b„  saying  "I'll  treat  them  the  same 
as  if  they  had  never  gone  awav".   It  rushed  upon  me-  as  in  ..dam 
all  die,  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  vade  alive.   I  saw  it-  beautiful 
to  me!   Then  I  could  easily  see  hat  God  blottin  out  our  sins 
meant.-  blotting  out  a3  tho  nothing  had  eve:  been  /.'ritten  vainst 
us.   Then  I  could  better  enjoy  the  Lord's  visits  to  dam  and  Eve 
before  they  bad  sinned  -  the  "Walking  about  in  the  garden  in  the 
cool  of  the  day"  was  dearer  to  me  then  ever.   Forgiven  „nd  justified, 
counted  by  the  supreme  Judge  as  righteous-  nothing  between  God  and 
rue.   But  I  kne   to  recall  th^t  "All  shall  be  made  alive"  did  not 
mean  unbelievers  -  for  in  other  places  God  had  sal.;,  "The  wicked 
shall  be  turned  into  hell  with  all  the  n.  tions  that  forget  God" 
and  thit  Jesus  said  "These  shall  go  away  into  everT  sting  punishment" 
So  by  one  act  God  pardons  and  justifies  all  who   elieve 
on  the  Lord  Jesu3  and  trust  Him  to  save  them  from  their  sins. 

"redemption" 

Condemned   to  death-    ''The  soul  that   sinneth  shall   die    is   the 
fiat  gone   forth  from  th:    mouth  of      Sod.      That   He   was   cursed  for   our 
sake-   bo*t   us  with   His   own   blood,    He   paid   the    price.        e   arc    His. 
He    is   our  adorable    Savior    for   time  and      ternity.      How  that  we*ve 
been  s-ved   for   time  and  eternity,    surely  we're    to  have  more    self- 
respect    than  an  anim=l   that's   to    be    sl-utered  and  eaten  shortly. 
Why,    the   ox  knoweth  his   owner  and   the  ass   the   masters   crib!   Does 
eternal   life   mean  nothing    to    us   he   e  and    nc  t   awful   ignorance 

to   i:now   so   little  about   the   salvation   of   our   own  souls'!      What      v/ful 
ingratitude   not   to    praise  the  most   gracious   Savior  all   through  the 
hours   we    live   for   His  wonderful   salvation!!     Yes,    bo't   ought    of 
cruel  bondage  and   set  free  by   the   Lord   Jesus  who   suffered  hell 
that   we  might   h:  ve   life. 

These   doctrines    I've   put   before   you  briefly   are    God's  doctrines, 
and   doctrines   any  honest   soul   can  take    in.      The  doctrines   peculiar 
to  man  as   preached  by  John,    Jesus>    Jeter  and  Paul   ina  most   power- 
ful way   are    repentanc    ,    Faith   Obedience. 

You'll  not    find   the  word   repent  nc:    in   the   Catholic  Bible. 
It's   translated    "do   penance"    every  time   to    suit    the   other  doctrines 
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32-      of    the    Catholic   heirarctiy    written    in   books   called      sac    c-d 
by  the   lopes   of  Home.      There    is  vorld's   of   difference   between 
repentance  and  doing   penance.      Jesus    s-;id,    "Except  ye    repent 
ye   shall  all   like  wise   perish".      One   thi'g,    ir    sure    we    ".'ill  be    the 
same    persons     fter  death  that  we   are   here.      Like    16.      If   we're 
God-haters   here   we'll  be   God-hatera    there.       7e   show    If      e   hate 
God   here   by  obeying    the   devil  -    "Ye   are    of   your  f.ither   the   devil, 
and   his   deed?;  will  ye  do."     There    is     ulte   •    difference   between 
repentance   and   remorse.      Judas    the    traitor   bad  remorse   enou      . 
Jesus   scid,    "Ke    i:;  a  devil."     "Betraying    Jesus  with  a  kis      for 
money  showed   him   to  be  what   Jesus    salt    he   was-  a  devil. 

You  need  no  t    think   that   repentance    is   a   sna.ll   item.      So    long 
as  you    regard   sin  -s   •     snail   item-   a  kind   of    inheritance    of 
weakness   you  re  a   long    ..'ay  from  repentance  unto    life.      So    long 
as  you   regard  another's   sin  as   very  black  and  your  own  sin  as 
very   small,   and    even  respectable,    you're  a   long  way  from  repen- 
tance   into   life.      There    is  a  ro  d   thct    leads   to   repentance   that 
ha3   sharp  rocks   strewn  on  all   the    way.      The  first    sharp  »ock    is 
deep   conviction,    "I  am  the   sinner!"      Ahab   the   vile  King   said   to 
~Iijah,    "Hast   thou  found  me   mine   enemy'  "     Ahab  knew  he   had  tilled 
a  man  and   robbed  him.      Then   Peter  preached   to    the    "ad    cees,    they 
were   Convicted  of   the   crime    of   crucifying   our  Savior-cut    to   the 
heart."  many  are   convicted   of   sin     bout    the   time   they   see  death 
coming  to    them.       'hen    its   too   late-   too   late-      This     harp  rock 
of  conviction  did   not    amount  to   life  for  them.      But   to   others    it 
went    into   contrition,    be-utifully   put,    I  saw   on     hanging   on  the 
tree    in  agony     nd   blood.      He  fixed  His  languid   eye    on  me   as   near 
His   Cross    I   stood.      C,    never  till  my  latest  bre: th  can   I  forget 
that   look!      He    seemed    to   charge   me  with  His  death,    ^ho   no*    in  word 
he    spoke. 

•    second  look  He  gave  which  said,    "I     :  eely  all  forgive   my 
blood    is  for   the   ransom  paid    r   died   that    thou   mayest    live".      You 
see,   when  you   stay  on   the  ro   d    that   keeps   your  eye   fastened    on 
your  own  vile   sin  and   a s   a  personal  matter   between  ycu   and    Jesus 
Christ    there   is   peace   and  fellowship  close  at  hand.        Those  who  h  ve 
repented   can  jive  you  e    correct  definition  of  what   sort    of    thin; 
repentanc      is.      Of    course,    It's    'toward  God".      &e    is    the    illtreated 
one,   the   offended   one.      Not   the   church     for  the   poor   sinner  has  no 
church.      No   unconverted  man  h  s   any   church. 

Cur  Savior  put    repentance   beautifully    in   15th   chapter  of   Luke. 
Tie   did  not    call    it  repentance,   but   the   young  man  came   to   himself 
and    started   to   his   father-   the  Father   net   him.      The   hymn  writer 
helps  us   too.      "I've  wandered  far  a  ay  from  God,    nov    I'm  corain^, 
home,    coming   home  no   more    to    roam-   attitude   towards   sin  radically 
changed.      So   we'll   ,  ut   what   h:  s  happened    on   the   road    to    God- 
conviction.      Faith   in  Jesus,    repentance-salvation.      All   of   gr   cc 
thru  Faith,    tho   work   of   the   Holy  Spirit   thru   the   Gospel. 
All   of   this  may  come    to   pass   in  few   moments-   few  hours   or  f e  ;  days. 
The  Thief    on   the  cross  was   saved,    beautifully   saved.       ,    ?aste    of 
time    is    to   try   to    find    just   where   amy  one   or    two   ff   these  great 
doctrines      is   t      fit   in. 


"Cbedience 

Jesus   stid,    "Ye  are   my  frie   ds    if  ye  do   what    J  command  you." 
There  are  hundreds   of  different      ects   all  saying   th   t    they're 
following   the   Eible.      All   saying      we   preach  the  gospel." 
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33-   The    Lard's  word  does   not   say   one    thing    to  one  man  and 
another    thing    to    another   man   -  ^om/^Xn^/^joV//^  Slandering   God 
is  an  awful  sin.      "If   you  are  willing    to    do    the  will   of    God  you 
shall   know  what   his  will    is."     Y  u're   responsible    to    God   not    to 

i?;an . 

In  19    called  to   sheville   rorn  Burnsville  to  he  the  pastor  of 
'est  "End  church.   7ith  J.  B.  Price  leading  the  choir,  the  Logans, 
Erowns  and  other  good  people  standing  with  us,  our  work  r 
delightful. 

In  19-   urgently  called  to  rid  the  -^otith  Carolina  Baptist  in  the 
enl  r0ement  of  Gr  enville  Female  College,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
be  principal  of  the  High  School  at  May  den  ST.  C   "ith  the  a  sistance 
of  my  great  wife  who  always  knew  more  about  school  work  than  I 
knew,  I  accepted  both  ositions  and  moved  to  Maiden. 
The  school  was  owned  by  the  Baptist  Association.   A  fine  plant  for 
school  work.    e   ere  able  here  to  sti  rt  a  number  of  young  r,en 
and  women  into  lives  of  great  usefulness-  preachers  and  teachers. 
Located  on  C.  F.  &   T.V.B.  .  tw;  s  convenient  for  me  to  get  into 
s.  c.  to  help  ir.   the  enlargement  of  Greenville  Female* 

This  was  no  easy  task,  for  Furman  T~niversity  was  at  th-t  time 
greatly  in  need  of  mo  ey  and  the  education  of  women  was  not  regarded 
then  as  important  as  the  education  of  boys  una    men.   "he  education 
of  woi:en  was  regarded  as  r-  tver  s  private  enterprise  by  the  Baptists. 
Gr  enville  Female  College  was  the  onl;:  school  for  women  in  the 
st:;te  that  was  regarded  as  having  a  claim  on  the  whole  convention, 
while  Limestone  was  specially  the  property  of   n  association. 

Sasterling,  a  dear  fellow  was  the  agent  of  Furman  University 
securing'  m  ney  for  its  needs.   For  :  year  I  think,  we  worked  afeer 
that  manner,  by  this  time  the  educ-tion  of  women  f  und  a  much 
greater  appeal,  and  our  efforts  were  united  for  the  two  colleges. 
Both  of  which  begun  to  be  greatly  enlarged.   "uite  soon  other 
colleges  for  women  sprung  up  "in  a  night'  as  we'd  say  -  Coker 
College  at  Hartsville*  Anderson  College  at  Anderson,  So  that  to- 
day (1924)  there  are  four  great  colleges  for  women  in  South 
Carolina  under  the  Baptist  T'tate  Convention  of   .  C.  with  a 
patronage  limited  by  their  capacity,  to  say  nothing  of  rj,t:  te 
College  at  Rock  Hill,  and  other  colleges  owned  by  other  deno- 
minations. 

Tec.  31  •  19-    I  resigned  as  agent  for'G.F.C  and  Furman.   The 
next  day  Jan.  1,  began  to  aid  in  raising  seven  Trundred  Thousand 
Dollars  for  our  Tieological  Seminary  at  Lo  isville  KyT.   visiting 
places  and  persons  in  17.  C.   By  this  time,  I  w  s  called  uite 
oucces  ful  in  securing  money  or  Kingdom  work.   Bear  Lancaster 
Brother  Fowler  v/ho  had  been  quite  a  successful  pastor  if  our  fine 
church  at  Clinton,  S.   .    sked  me  to  join  with  him  in  building 
a  great  school  near  Lancaster.   A  wealthy  man  of  his  acquaintance 
had  promised  large  money  if  we  would  secure  large  land  holdings, 
and  large  subscriptions.   For  a  school  like  this  twas  no  job  to 
secure  hundreds  of  ;;cres  of  land,  and  large  subscriptions. 

About  this  tine  we  had  an  inklin_  that  the  large  ant.  we 
ere  depending  upon  from  the-  wealthy  man  was  only  hot  air.   '  e 
returned  every  note  we  h  d  secured.  Here   came  a  proposi tion  from 
Lexington  issouri  offering-  to  sell  us  the   oman's  College  there, 
That  was  represented  to  us  as  belonging  to  the   Baptist  State 
Convention  of  Ho.  Both  of  us  having  secceeded  in  the  p  st ,  except 
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34-   in  this  last  effort,  we  -ere  quite  sure  ep'd  seceeed  in  Mo. 
"uite  soon  we  moved  our  families  to  Lexington.  So.  and  took  charge 
of  the  work.   ""he  college  building  needed  to  be  enlarged  and  much 
furniture  and  pianos  supplied.   That  meant  that  I  must  travel  over 
Missouri  to  secure  friends  and  money. 

So  many  Hbrth  Carolinians  in  Mb.  I  was  ree'd  in  the  churches  with 
great  heartiness*   In  very  many  places  i-e-  '6.   almost  an  ovation. 
Through  the  hottest  and  coldest  weather  I  ever  experienced  I  went 
over  the  state.   In  ^Jfrrch  Just  before  X  left  Mb.  I  visited  a 
large  town,  made  a  speech  on  Sunday,  p1  'tting  great  emphasis  on  the 
education  of  our  girls.   The  next  meeti ng,  a  day  easy  for  me  to 
rerr.ember,  I  began  to  visit  the  people.   The  first  one  I  called 
to  sec-  was  ■  Judge.   A  choice  character  who  had  heard  my  speech 
the  day  before.   Here  are  his  words  to  me  which  I  rec'<  gladly- 
"Mr.  S.  Ir  nothing  that  I  shall  say  to  you  do  I  ^ea.n  the  least 
hurt  or  harm  to  you,  but  there  are  a  hundred  school^  in  Missouri 
that  have  the  same  right  to  my  benevolence  as  th  School  you 
represent."   I  assu  ed  him  that  I  was  only  too  glad  for  him  to  talk 
very  plainly  to  me  about  the  College,  since  it  ha   b  en  represented 
to  us  as  owned  by  the  convention. 

T  anking  hi   for  hi3  frankness  I  made  h-  ste  to  Lexington 
to  tell  Fovler  what  I  lad  learned,  and  to  offer  my  resignation. 
Fowler  and  I  wept  together  for  we  love-'  each  other.   I  told  our 
Trustees  what  I  had  learned.   To  which  they  said  not  r  wodd.   Put 
they  saw  th  t  no  one  could  built'  up  a  school  like  that,   ^avi 
our  furniture  there  we  made  haste  to  Mars  Hill,  TT.  C.   Having 
ree'd  no  salary  for  about  two  years,  and  having  lost  all  T  had  at 
Harn^rdsville,  TT.  C  sometime  lefore  I  was  strapyed. 

What  I  was  going  to  do  T  did  not  know,  but  I  was  sticking 
to  Him  even  in  the  dark. 

Lef  i.  Lexington,  Mo.  "arch  2'  ,191?  for  North  Carolina  to  f  nd 
a  palce  to  live,  preaching  at  several  places  -  April  9, '12  wife, 
Eernice,  Lamar,  Vann  go  to  Bars  Hill,  Dine  with  rs.  Kate  Yoodrow. 
The  bretLren  gr^cio-siy  received  me  back  to  my   state.   The  TUcorder 
found  out  I  haa  come  back  and  began  to  urge  me  to   eprcaent  the 
Paptist  State  Convention  in  its  fight  for  prohibition.   The 
"ethodist  Conference  had  efgloyed  Rev.  R.  L.    vis  to  reprenent 
it,  and  our  Convention  had  failed  to  find  a  a.an  to  -id  in  this  work. 
I  did  not  jump  at  this  proposition  anxious  as  I  al  a,  s  ras  for  the 
vile  trafic  to  be  outlawed.   Cnce  when  I  had  a  very  aer r  time 
with  my  Savior  I  asked,  him  if  He  had  any  1  ard  thing  He  wanted 
done  th:t  others  didTT't  rant  t   do  to  give  that  job  to  me.   7el., 
this  was  Learding  the  lion  in  his  den.   I   new  th-:  t  well  enough. 

Eight  hundred  and  sixty  five  thouand  children  made  orphans 
by  the  legalized  whiskey  trafic,  and  wh  t  I  had  known  about  the 
vile  work  it  did  over  the  aan.  gave  me  much  to  say  to  the  people 
of  Forth  Carolina.   it  was  to  stay  away  from  my   delightful  home 
a^  in.   "gut  wife  never  yet  objected  to  my  doing  anything  if  I 
felt  calle-  by  Him.   3o  May  1912  I  began  to  speak  to  the  people 
of  IT.  C. against  the  sale  of  the  vile  stuff. 

Por  two  ye;-rs  and  eight  months  I  spoSe  at  different  plates 
in  the  state  an  ver  ge ,  as  I  rec  11,  of  six  times  a  week.  \wj 
to  crowds  of   ttentiwe  listeners.   The  sentiment  was  about  equally 
divided  for  and  against  the  legalized  trafic.      wMskey  crowd 
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35-  did  not  have  much  reg  rd  in  their  statements  for  truth,  "but 
their  enthusiasm  against  prohibition  they  made  such  strong  st  "ce- 
ments about  what  havoc  prohibition  urould  b  ing  to  the  state.    e 
did  not  trouble  i  t  any  king  they  could  say  or  dc. 

fter  a  few  months  continuous  speaking,  I  was  told  many 
things  that  I  engpyed  repeating.   In  Asheville,  a  ran  said  to  his 
wife,  "Irohibition  is  coming  sure.  ^You'know  we're  obliged  to  have 
whiskey  for  camphor.'   I'll  send  up   ome  to-day." 

In  few  hours  the  liveryman  put  two  one  gallon  jugs  on  the 
back  porch.   At  once  the  wife  went  down  town  and  bo ' t  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  gun  of  camphor  to  fix  the  whiskey  all  right.   At 
noon  the  husband  came  and  quickly  saked,  "did  the  liquor  c  mecl- 
The  wife  cheerfully  ansv.'ered,  "0,  yes,  it  came,  and  I  made  it  up 
into  c  mphor,"  With  a  look  on  his  face  more  easily  imagined  then 
described  he  said,  "You  did'nt  make  it  all  into  camphor,  did  youl! 
Let  me  say,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  the  public  conscience  that 
can  not  stand  the  light  when  it  is  turned  on. 

The  picture  of  the  drunken  wife  and  the  bright  eyed  children 
in  rags  found  its  way  to  the  hearts  of  the  thinking  men  we  sent 
to  the  legislature,  and  to  the  United  "tates  congress  that  passed 
the  18th  amendment.   I'm  pleased  to  record  the  statement  of 
'heeler  as  to  some  of  the  results  of  this  13th  amendment,   Its 
rather  long  but  its  worth  reading. 

Feb.  1,  1915,  Invited  to  do  so  by  the   Trustees   I  began  to 
travel  over  the   South  in  the  Interest  of  a  summer  ^ible  School 
at  Ridgecrest.   800  acres  of  land  secured  by  B.  W.  S]  ilman,  18 

miles  from  Asheville,  op.  Southern  K.  F...  East.   I  visited  the  hi_ 
churches  from  Richmond  Va.  to  Tampa  FaiLo  in  an  effort  to  build 
up  a  permanent  place  to  spend  the  summers  in  the  study  of  the 
Eil'le  add  Kingdom  work  in  general.   Preachers  that  could  not  have 
theological  training  at  the  schorls  were  expected  to  go  there  for 
six  weeks  in  the  summer.   Like  very  many  men-  know  but  little 
about  what  my  life  has  meant.   If  Ridgecrest  ever  amouhts  to  a 
power  in  the  land  for  good,  I  shall  be  glad  if  my  effort;;  were 
m  o  r  th  any  t  h  i  ng . 

"Flood  at  Ridgecrest" 

Our  Su  raer  School  was  to  ppen  July  17,  1915.  A   cloud  burst 
came  July  16,  1915  which  washed  away  the   Rail  Road  down  the 
mountain  tow  rds  Old  Fort,  and  between  Ridgec  est  and  Black  Moun- 
tain, shutting  out  all  travel,   A  crowd  of  people  at   Ridgecrest 
with  only  a  small  supply  of  food,  I  had  bo't  quite  a  large  supply 
of  food  for  the  crowd  exf  preachers  that  we  confidently  expected 
to  be  with  us  but  on  account  of  the  "flood''  as  its  called  could  not 
get  to  us.   Dr.  0.  B.  Williams, one  of  our-  teachers  walked  from 
Baheville  to  us  and  we  had  a  profitable  time  with  the  few  preachers 
who  had  come.   "y  supply  of  food  answered. a.  good  purpose  for  our 
neighbors,  with  whom  we  gladly  divided  what  we  had  till  travel 
to  Asheville  was  restored. 
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THE    STORY  OF   MY   LIFE. 

WHY  I  a:,    siting. 

.ry    ch  ldren  have    been   urging   me   for  years    to   write   thi3 
story,      r.ecently  the   1-resident    oi    the    Baptist   State    Convention 
of   North   Carolina,    Dr.    B.    '.'/.    Spilman,    urged    me    to    thro.,   as  ice   my 
modesty  and   write   out   of   my   s:ju1   the   most    interesting  events   of 
my   life.      Not    thinking   about    such  a    thing   as    I've   curae   along 
through  the   years,    I   have   t   ken  no   notes,   and   must  depend  upon 
my   memory. 

So    thankful   to    say    that   my  memory  at   73  seems   to   be  more 
acute   than   it  ever  was. 

Perhaps  my   situation  has  much  to  do  with  that,    for   I   am  one 

of    the   world's   richest   men.      Sure,    that's   no   joke.       '/hen  you  see 

my  wealth   tabulated  you'll   be    envious,    but   for   the    fact    that  the 
same   great  wealth   if  within  yjur  reach. 

Long   time  ago    I  found   out    that   the    Lord  took   care    of    3ix 
Hund   ed   Thousand   men,    besides  women  •_ nd   children,   forty  years  with- 
out  even  s    short   crop.      I  was   quite   sure   He    could  take   cat   of 
my   little  family. 

I  Yet.    5:7  -  Phil.    4:6,7  was   quite-   enough  to    make   me   take  T [in 
at   his  word,    "1811  kee  i:    ray   eye   on  you.'     (:s.    o2). 

I've  tried  hard  to  do  that  very  thing.  Taile  others  have 
worried  themselves  to  death  for  nothing,  I've  ^.ained  wisdom  by 
looking  at    their   folly. 


T  x:.-:alth 

1.  I  have  not  a  care,  not  more  than  a  ten  year  old  boy. 

2.  Wife  and  I  have  seven  fine  children  -  four  boys  and  three 
girls,  of  whom  wi  're  exceedingly  proud.    ife  taught  them  to 
obey  their  parents  -  an  item  that  made  the  na  e  "Mother''  the 
dearest  name  on  earth  to  them.   This  a  count  if ul  compensation  for 
the  care  of  them  in  their  childhood,  if  a  mother  could  be  re- 
warded,   h  t  a  joy  they  all  are  to  us  as  we  think  of  them  occu- 
pying high  stations  of  usefulness  in  our  own  State  of  North 
Carolina,  Hew  York  and  Connecticut!!   Ven  grand  children  on 
earth,  and  dear  little  P«  t  in  heaven. 

The  dear  things  I  could  write  about  our  "inlaws"!  "n. 
^entlemen  and  gentlewomen  they  are! 

No,  indeed,  we  did  not  select  husbands  for  our  daughters, 
nor  wives  for  our  sons.   e  may  have  acted  un;isely  about  some 
things,  but  we  were  never  siliy  enough  to  do  i     thing  like  that. 
My  preacher  boy  asked  i  e  about  the  great  matter.   I  quickly 
said,  'I  mar  ied  the  girl  I  wanted.   I  want  you  to  do  the  same." 
I  confess  ma.ny  times  I've  askea  the  Lord  to  select  hus Lands  and 
wives  for  my  girls  and  bo;ys,  if  He  world  have  them  marry. 
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hat  dear  friends    I  have  over  the   land!     'hat  an  inspir;  - 
tion   they  are    to  me.'. 

Another  great    item  of   my   wealth  -I'm  in  my  room  as 
comfortable   as  money   can  make    it,    in  ray  daughter's   Seventy-    (sic) 
Five   Thousand   Dollar  home,    where   I  can  keep     ompany  with  God's 
mountains,    trees  and   f&owers,    and  note   the   progress  of   her 
charming   children. 


Ty  wonderful  Fall. 

First   day   of  August,    1924,    was   a  wonderful  day    in  my   life. 
That  was    the   morning   I  fell  about    ten  feet  headf oremose, 
landing   on   the   concrete   floor  of   the   cell   r.      Knew   nothing    till 
I   found  myself   in   the   arms   of  my   son-i   -law,    J.    Ed    "vain,    as   he 
took  me   back   to  my  room,    having   received   eight   cuts  and   bruises- 
one,   a   cut    to  my   skull,    se   med    to   do   me    the   greatest   damage,      y 
doctor  boy   f rom  Connecticut,    said    "twas   the    chock  my   brains 
received  which  c  used    the    swimming    in  my  head,    making  me  uncertain 
of   my   steps.      But   the    Lord  »aeant    the   accident   lor  ray  good.      "Twas 
such  a   dear  joy   to   my   he-  rt   to   note   the   great   care   wife   took   of 
the   cuts   :  nd   bruises: 


VISITORS 

One  day     rs.    '.'.    ./.    v'ood ,    and    Mrs.   A:;na  Foster,    fro      Jones- 
ville,    3.    C. ,    came   to   sec    me-   came   80  miles   to   se   me!      Indeed, 
they   brought   loving  words  from  the    other     who   wanted    to   come, 
but    could   not.        hey   talked  and   talked.      Usually    I   can   tails 
ordinarily  well,    but    that   was   one   time    I   could   not.       Ivfy    ;outh 
would  not  go   off.      For  a  year   I  had   been  their   pastor.      I   had 
heard    these  very  women  pleading  with  God   for    their   pastor.      I 
had   heard   these  women  plead   over     gain.      How  heavenly   their 
visit   was    to  ray  heart.'.' 

Indeed,    its   3uch  a    dear   joy    to   me    that  my   last   pastorate 
was    the  most   delightful  pastorate    I   ever  had,    beoause   of    the 
ma  ber   of    charming   people  who   feasted    on   the    truths    I   offered 
them  continually.      0,    yes,    I  had    the   usual   bitter   trial    that 
many   pastors   have   -   people  getting    nothing   out   of   the   preaching 
for    their  own  souls.      But   the    joy    of   feeding   hungry   hearts  was 
so  great   that   the    smallest   breeze   soon  ble a  a  /ay  the      itterness. 
Now,   and    to   my   last   da„     I'll   be   ca   ling    the  ro<kl  of     the  clu  rraing 
people    I  had   there. 

For   is  this  all   of  my  wealth* 

"come   to  my  home   and    spend   the    bal  rice   of  your  days    on  earth.  " 

Others   like    this:      "I  kno ■..    you   do   not   need    it,    but   let  me 
give  you  money." 

By    the    time  you    wade   through  all    I'm  going    to  write,    ;  ou'll 
Know  one    thing  at    least*      That    money,    property   of  any   sort, 
has  winge  either  sprouting   or  full  Orown  ones.      I  knew    that   much 
before    I  went    to   College.      I  had    seen  wealth  go   up    in   smoke. 
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After   taking  a  good   look  at   boys  and  girls   blowing   in 
"lad's"   money,    I   chore   friends   as  a  great   part   of   ray  wealth. 
I'm  not   speaking   of   ac   uaintcnces      -   friends   -    sure-enough 
friends,    that  gold  cannot   buy. 

my  ;;  areata  Gs. 

Fy  gre- t-grand-f ather  was   a   Virginian,    of      Dutch  descent, 
a  soldier   in  the   Revolutionar.,      ar.      Iferried  Miss  Fellows,    of 
Duplin   County,    J!.    C.      Settled   there,   raised    six   chilaren.      John, 
the  eldest   moved   to  Alabama.       Yilliam  to    Georgia,   Edward  and 
his   sister,   Rachel,    to   Barawell   County,    S.    C.      Do   not   know 
where   Slisha  went.      ]^y   grandfather,    Joseph,   married   Miss  Powell 
and   settled  on  Blank  River,    in  New  Hanover  County,   11^    C.  ,    ^3 
miles  above  Wilmington.      He  died  at    I  he    place   he   first   settled 
at  the   age  of  eighty-six,    the    owner  of   87   negroes    -   to  whom  he 
was  as  kin     as   to  his   own  children,    except   that   he    would   selx 
one    of    the   most    stubborn   ones  when  he  was    in   gre    t    need  of 
ready  money.      Ky  mother's   father,    David   J:nes,    lived   thirteen 
miles  above    Wilmington,    on   the      egro-heaa   rod,    for  years   a    State 
Senator  from  Hew   Hanover   County, 

y  father,    Peyton  Randolph   Stringfield,    bonn  1807,    was    a 
Doctor.  mother,    .'iss   Susan   Jane    Jones,   gave   bi:  th   to   thir- 

teen  children,    all   of  whom  died  before   the  great    Civil     as 
1861-1865,    except    lister  Ann    (Mrs.    3.    H"    £5h?eritt)   and   Sue 
(   rs.    Isaac     fcGee),    brothers,    J.    F-,    D.J.  ,     [ay wood,    II.    C.    and 
W.   T.      iiy  father  and  mother  were   cheerful  yet   Bad  hearts  gave 
these  five    brothers   to   help   save   the    ho    or   of   the   Southern 
Coniederacy.      Two    of    them  joined    Co.    1,.    1   th  H.    C.    Regiment, 
J.    F.    and  D.    J.      The   other   three   joined  "ewkirk's   Cavalry, 
furnishing   their  own  bouses,    which  left   us   with   on_y   ox   team. 
These  five   boys   went   to    the    a-.r  with   these    soulful  words   from 
mother,    iroys,    we'll  be  glact   to    see  you   if   you  can  come   back 
right.'1      They   understood  that  our   family   w   s    not   to   be   disgraced 
by  having  a  deserter    in   it.      Lots   of    things   worse   than    to   die    on 
an   honorable   battlefield.      My  mother  bathed   their   bosoms  with 
her  tears   aa    she   bade   them  good-bye. 

The   saddest   day  of   my   life   was   the   day   I   handed  my      other 
a  letter,    blac     all   round.      I   never   saw  such  a    1   tter  before.      Soon 
as    she   opened    it,    she   exclaimed,    "0,   David    is   dead;"      How  we 
wept,   white  folks   and   negroes.      Hon.    John  A.    Oates,    of 
Foyetteville ,    N.    C   wrote   so    beautifully   about  his   death.      1811 
give    it    to   you. 

THE   :  ESSAiii::    OF   A    S  "CRD 

Sometimes  the  lifeless  speaks  and  bears  an  eloquent  message. 
It  nay  be  sentiment,  it  may  be  an  indescribable  fasci  at  ion  or 
attraction  th  t  gives  voice  to  the  inanim  te ,  yet  sometimes,  it 
be:rs  a  i  es  age  charged  with  a  feeling  which  enraptures  the  souls 
of  men  and  thrills  then  with  high  and  noble  ide;  Is. 

It  was  only  s   few  days  ago  that  we  saw  an  old  sword,  worn 
and  rusty,  sheathed  in  scabbard,  but  from  its  prison  house  of 
steel  it  whispered  into  the   illing  ear  of  its  owner  and  wor- 
shirper,  an  eloquent  message  that  as  sweet  to  him  and  moved  him 
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as  the  wind  sways  the  yielding  tree.   He  loves  the  sword  and 
kppt  it  cose  to  him  a  s  he  journeyed  on   railway  tr:  -in,   rid  as 
he  told  what  it  s:  id,  to  him,  and  the  message  it  core  from  the 
dying,  his  great  heart  swelled  almost  to  the  point  ox  breaki.  . 
round  the  story  oi'  this  sword  is  woven  the  heart  strings  of  a 
novel  family.   It  way  not  a  blad  fresh  from  its  m:-ker,  new  jnd 
bright,  but  it  had  a  history  which  is  a  p  rt  oi"  the  glorious  life 
of  the  South.   It  was  brought  out  in  Richmond  and  its  handle  knew 
the  h^nd  of  J.  P.  Stringfield  as  a  familiar  and  heroic  master 
who  bore  it  in  many  a  struglle  and  held  it  high  to  his  comrades 
on  many   battle  field  as  a  rallying  signal  for  the  charge.   Over 
the  hills  of  Virginia  and  across  its  battle  swept  valleys;  this 
blade  was  in  the  hand  of  the  hero  by  day  ana  do;  e  by  his  side 
b  night  with  the  blue  sky  overhead  as  a  shelter  and  the  shining 
stars  to  guard  this  hero  and  many  more  heroes  of  a   leeping  array. 
It  was  at   echanicsville,  the  great  arena  of  death,  that  the 
sword  flashed  for  the  last  time  in  the  hands  of  this  brave  soul 
from  the   anks  of  "oore's  Creek,  where,  in  the  long  ago,  patriots 
made  glorious  the  field  by  mighty  struggles  and  victory  for  the 
right.   Lieutenant  Stringfield  was  leading  a  charge  toward  the 
flaming'  heights  when  the  messenger  of  death  came.   He  fefel  at  the 
feet  of  his  brother,  who  was  folio  ing  him  into  the  jaws  of 
death.   The  wounded  man  saw  -h  t  death  was  nijh  and  handing  his 
sword  to  his  brother,  who  w  s  then  a  stranger  to  the  mysteries  of 
Grace,  bade  him,  in  -  fast  falling  whisper,  to  folio  -  the  Captain 
of  Hazareth  and  meet  him  as  s  victor  in  the  triui  phant  march  of 
the  army  of  God.   With  this  message  on  bis  lips  he  left  the  field 
of  death  to  become  one  of  the  great  host  of  the  redeemed,  who 
sing  as  an  eternal  battle  cry,  "All  Hail  the   ower  of  Jesus  ITame." 
The  weeping  brother  caught  up  the  fallen  s  ord  and  from  the 
fatal  day  of  the  battle  of  ^echanicsville  to  his  death  heard  from 
thai  sword  the  pleading  message  of  the  dying  hero.   He  cherished 
it.   He  loved  it.   He  gave  hi  heart  to  God  and  served  him  for 
thrity-f ive  years.   He  too  h  s  been  called  into  the  great  beyond 
and  today  the  sword  is  the  most  valued  treasure  of  the  sur- 
viving brother,  0.  L.  Stringfield,  who  is  the  hero  of  the  baptist 
womanhood  of  North  Carolina.   Fresh  from  the  open  grave  of  his 
brother  he  was  bearing  the  sword  to  his  home  in  Raleigh  when  we 
sa  it.   lie  held  it  tenderly,  looked  at  it  lovingly  and  /^4X^40- 
when  he  spoke  of  it3  message  and  its  history  his  soul  was  over- 
whelmed and  the  tears  fell  freely.   He  would  not  part  with  it, 
telling  us  th  t  money  could  not  buy  it  because  it  representee; 
to  him  the  sweet  friendship  and  heroisrj  f  his  brothers  who  had 
already  entered  into  the  tie   life.   You  may  call  it  a  -entimenf 
if  you  will;  .you  may  laugh  at  it  as  a  childish  devotion,  but  there 
is  a  wealth  of  feeling  and  love  in  itall  which  speaks  of  th;  love 
of  God  and  the  fellowship  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.   That  old 
sword  sheathed  in  its  scabbard  forever  gived  to  us  a  message 
from  the  greatest  struggle  of  modern  times  and  is  i     sacred  memento 
of  a  victor^  greater  than  that  -won  by  shot  and  steel;  a  victory 
in  which  a  soul  triumphed  and  received  an  abundant  entrance  into 
the  city  of  God.   If  it  £ould  speak  it  would  tell  of  prayer-   nd 
conflicts  of  victory  and  rejoicing,  and  it  would  tell  of  the 
re-union  of  the  souldier  brot:  rs  separatee  in  battle  and  it 
would  lift  the  veil  of  the  future  and  let  us  see  the  time  when 
Christ  will  receive  unto  himself  the  heroes  of  the  great  faith. 

October  3,  1900 


c.  L-  Stringf  eld 
5~ 

The  othe  four  boys  came  ho  (fie ,  after  being  honorably 
discharged,  to  the  great  delight  of  all  qui  hearts.   Father 
died  while  all  the  boys  were  in  the  ar.   In  fact,  he  died  soon 
after  the  war  began.   Leaving  at  home  mother,  little  sister  and 
me  with  the  negroes  on  the  place  for  our  protectors.    e  felt 
as  safe  in  the  care  of  our  negroes  as  ;e  would  now  in 
suburbs  of  a  town.   Cur  negores  -  the  Southern  negroes  /ere  not 
kno  :n   to  molest  a  white  girl  or  woman  during  the  four  years  the 
Civil  War  lasted.   I  have  greatly  enjoyed  gazing  at  the  >  onurnent 
erected  at  Fort   ill,  S«  C. ,  in  honor  of  the  Southern  slaves 
who  protectee  the  "defenseless  women"  while  their  husbands, 
sons  and  brothers  were  on  the  battlefield. 

I  was  10  ,/e:rs  old  when  the  ?ar  began.   "ell  do  I  remember 
the  bitterness  of  that  war.   How  we  suffereu  lor  fooo  and 
clothing.   low  good  bread  did  taste.'   How  glad  we  were  to  get 
salt  for  or  rice,  th  t  the  J-overnraent  gave  us  to  sustain  life! 

7o  wonder  that  no  one  has  head  e  grumble  about  the  food 
that  love  ones  have  kindly  prepared  for  me.   No  wonder  I  can  give 
thanks  to  God  from  my  heart  at  every  mean! 

I  have  never  heard  my  moth  r  complain  at  our  hard  lot. 
But  I  have  heard  her  praying  for  her  boys,  who  had  very  little 
to  eat. 

Hot  to  tax  an;'  one   who  reads  this  with  words  about  our 
suffering  at  home,  let  me  make  haste  to  say  that  it  was  worth 
the  hundred  end  ten  thousand  fine  men  who  died  -  Southern  men- 
for  what  came  to  the  South  out  of  that  war.   I  have  been  careful 
to  consult  no_  history  of  that  war.   h"y  four  brothers  gave  me  a 
history  of  the  war.   There  were  two  classes  of  which  people  in 
the  South,  and  on^y  two  cl  sses.   The  slave  owners,  and  the 
'Poor  white  Trash   (a  n;  me  given  them  bL  the  negores )♦   '  e  were 
the  b on- tons  ih  the  social  world.   "How  many  negroes  has  he   How 
many  negroes  has  she?"   It  was  regarded  almost  a  disgrace  lor  a 
bo n- ton  to  marry  a  poor  girl.   Being  in  that  crowd  myself  I 
easily  got  the  general  sentiment. 

rhen  a  rich  man's  son  would  marry  a  poor  girl,  there 'd  be 
no  big  ado  made  on  the  wedding  day. 

"Son,  if  you  will  man,,  that  girl,  go  marry  her  and.  take 
her  home  with  you,  and  your  mother  and  I  will  he  kind  to  her.'' 

The  poor  ones  walked,  the  slave  owners  rode  horseback 
a nd  in  ca  r  r  i ag e d . 

The  poor  ones  drank  their  liquo   at  25^  a  quart  in  public, 
and  did  their  fighting  in  pu  lie  with  no  police  to  hinder  them 
or  care  who  got  a  "licking." 

The  rich  ones  drank  their  brandy  in  their  fine  parlors, 
hen  they  were  too  drunk  to  walk  they  went  to  bed.   If  any 
fighting   s  to  be  done  "twas  to  challenge  for   duel. 

The  pistol  toters  were  not  numerous  in  those  days.   The 
public  conscience  was  not  dead  on  this  subject,  it  was  only 
asleep.   /hen  some  man  was  brave  enough  to  undertake  to  wake  up 
the  sleeping  public  conscience  there  was  a  howl  that  he  was  an 
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aholitionist  -   n  Abe  Lincoln  man. 

Always,  and  everywhere  the  v/ords  of  our  diminutive  poet 
alts  shall  finally  be  hea   : 

"Though  I  could  reach  from  pole  to  pole 
and  grasp  creation  in  my  span 
I  must  he  measured  by  my  soul, 

The  mind  is  the  standard  of  the  "an." 

What   are    slaves,    or  money,    or   houses  and   lands? 

TOmerson   said, 

"Take   c:  re     .hen   Joe    turns   loose   i     think  r   on 
this   planet,  ;' 

I   should    say,    ''poor  white    trashi"      "Made   like      Jo<     " 

One   of    the   upper   ones    is    writing    these   lines,    my  father's 
and  grand-father's   negroev   put     e   up   there   before    I   could     .rite 
my   name . 

Someone   said,    "Mothers    never  die    .        y   mother,    who      ent 
away  fr.^m  me   J.-nu  ry  1872,    is  not   dead  yet.      Listen  at   her   words, 
"My  boy,   whatever  you    do,    don't   respect  any   person  for  what    they 
have.      Respect   them  for  what    they  are'  . 

How  well  do    I   remember  how   she'd    try   to   comfort    the      oor 
ones    that  would   come   to   her  with  their  heart   burdens. 

recall    one    eoor   woeii  whose    son  was    in   the   -  ospital 
"far   off    in  Aichrnone" ,      rs.    Stringfield,    poor    Hathan    is    in   the 
pital.  " 

Yes,    niggers    or  no   niggers   -   money   or  no  money,    till   I 
die    I'll  do   like   m;    mother    said.      I   belong    to   the    upper   ten  - 
a  very  exclusive    ?et   -   not    on  account   of    my  bank   account    :r 
landed   estate,    but   because    I  am  a   gentleman  -   a   cultured, 
Christian  gentleman  able   to    stand    shoulder   to   shoulder  with  any 
living  man   in   the   defense   of    God's   Son  whose   na.me    i      blasphemed 
on  the    e^rth. 

Core,    take   my  h- nd   you     poor  white    trash",    I'll  not   be 

ashamed    to   be   found    in  your    company  any  place. 

"TCP  rail  cr.  ti:~  -:t?ckh 

That    a    changed  world  no  v.- !    General     >herman*s  Army  and   camp 
followers   have   robbed,    devested   the    whole   country.      Lee    surren- 
dered  at   Appomattox    Court    House,    Virginia,    April,    1865.      Soon 
after   the    boys   came   home.       "he   first    one    to    come    ...  ;    Cal    (C.H.  C.  ) 
Mother,    sister    ;ue ,    and  my  naarried    sister  Ann    (rs.    Averitt) 
and    I  gave  a   joyous   v/elcome.      ■  dither  and  sisters   cried   and   cried 
fo      joy.       I   laughed  and    la.ughed,   and   Aunt  Kiz,    our   old   nurse, 
made    haste    to    the   kitchen    to    make   ready  for   a    bath   for   my   lousy 
dirty  brother.      He   said,    "How,    Kiz,   what   about   a   ch  nge   of    clothing 
She   said,    "I  don't  know,    Cal,    th   t  good   for  nothing   Sherman  has 
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7-    taken   every   rt;g   you    ,os    esse    ,    but       'II   fix   you. 

r  hi::    b  th  Kiz   dres3eci   him  up    in   sisti  r*s    clothii  ,. 
Then   mother  could   care " s   him  like    she   wanted   to.      Next    is    the 
negro   i  en's   time    to    welcome   him.      "heir  black  f.  ees      11   lighted 
up  with  joy  when  they  began   to    tell  of    the   devastation  of   the 
Yankees,    and  the   part    they   had   t;  ken  to   save   us   from  st   rvation. 
Briefly  put,    our    strong  negro  men  he,d   boxed  up   the   meat  and    other 
f    od ,    toted   the   heavy  boxes   don   in   the    thick  -woods      no    c   ref  ully 
burried    it.       .'hen   the    Yankee      come    they   had  no   talk    for   us    white 
people.      They   trade   hi  st      to  get    in  the    back  yard  where    the   negroes 
wer     str.    ding.      The   questions    they  would   ask   our   negroes!  ve 

these  white   people   any  gold?     Have   they  any   jewelry'      Have    they 
any  horses?     Have   they  auy  f  .od   put  a  ay   some  place         .'h  t    lies 
our  negroes   did    tell   those   "ankees !    lick    (one   of    the-   negro     ten]    sadd , 
"Callie,    (his   pet    name  for    Ca.l)    "I  kept   Flora  Temple    (    the   fine 
animan   Cal  hi  d    ridden  as   couries   for  four  years)    "hid   away    in 
the    thick  woods.       Vhen    I'd   take   food   to   her   she   would   not 
make    the    least    noise.        e've    saved   the   meat   all  right.        e    en 
manage   some     ay   to  get  bread." 

The  great   question  with   the   negroes   was,    "Are      e  free   no 
e      ere   \  s  glad   o,    it  as    they  were.        e   felt    li    e  we   were   freed 
from  them.      The   most   devoted    Christians    in  the    South    .ere    quite 
willing  fo      them  to   hr ve    their  freedom.         .        men   in  the    South 
argued   that   the   negro  had  no   soul   -   that   he    was   just  and  an  jual. 
Some   white   iaen  :  rgue    that    even  highly  cultured  white   people   have 
no   soul. 

The   day   I  attended   the   sale   of   negroes   to    the    "speculators' 
was   a   sad   day   in  my  young   life.       It    ..as   akin  to    the    horrors   of 
hell,    to   my  young   heardi. 

Yes,    |500.00   to      1,000.00   each,    in  gold,    counte      out    to   the 
o   ner   ■   s   not   charring   to    me .      To   this  day  -   €4  years   ago   -    I 
recall   the  heart    tears   of    those  who      ere   being'   sold   away  from  their 
loved    one:,   to   be   taken,    they    knew   not  where.        y  whole      eing 
perfectly   revolted   at   the  awful   sight. 

I   had   seen  my  mother   and   Aunt    Kiz    (my  nurse    I    loved  go    to 
the   same   church  and   sing    the   same   hymns   of   praise    to   God.        She 
asked   my  mother  to   let    her   weave   the   cloth,      nd  make   the   garments 
in  v/hich  she   was   to   be  baptized.      Black?  Yes,    she   wae    black. 

Tefore    I   forg   t    it.      Srom  1875  to  1924    I8ve   heard  about 
boys  going  to   this   or   th:  t   College  and   becoming   ske    tical   - 
losing   their   f    ith   in  God.      Perhaps  you  have  heard   something   like 
that.      It  might   surprise  you    if    T  were   to    say   out   .,  y   thots  about 
those  youngsters.      "Quite  difficult   to   spoil  rotten  eggs."     You 
can't  fool  me  about   those    young   men.      I   saw   some    of    them  at     ,'ake 
Forest    Coleg^e.      0>.  0,    the  young   men   that    h  ve   not    told   their 
mothers   of    their   low  down  deviltry! 

I've  been  in  the  lowest,  dirtiest  company  in  the  United 
atates,  except  Jlott  Street,  New  York,  p  rhaps  I  did  not  „ake 
p   rt    in   the  filthy  doings. 

I  have  been   in  the   30-called   highest   company,    when  they 
danced   and  gambled  and   all  that,    but   a    thot   of    giving   up   ..od 
has    never  yet   come   to   my  mind.       Lf   such  a   thot   should  ever    come, 
I'll   not   be   cowardly   enough    to   put  my  down  fall  at   another':   do   r. 
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8-  I  a  ay   worst  ener.y  .   I  have  met  iniidcls  who  faile   to  account 
for  my  mother's  religion  -  who  could  not  account  lor  the  beau- 
tiful Christian  character  of  my   black  nurse  -  —  Yes,  the  man  and 
woman  who  knew  how  to  woark  w:  a  i  t  an  advantage  -  bl  ck  or  white. 
The  working  man  is  on  the  too  now  that  th.  South  is  needleesly 
and  ruthlessly  destroyed. 

From  wh:  t  I  have  lea  ned  since  that  cruel  war,  I'm  per- 
suaded that  the  choice  northern  people  did  not  do  us  dirt  • 
'twas  hirelings  whose  posterity  have  not  amounted  to  anything 
in  upbuilding  of  the  States. 

GREAT  LESSOK  . 


April,  1865,  the   Civil  War  ended.   I  was  then  14  years  old. 
T  weighed  86  pounds,  but  carried  fjiy  row  with  the  negroes.   e 
hired  our  negroes,  and  others  that  we  h  d  not  owned.   All  the 
boys  -  ay  four  brothe  s  -  gjegan  on  a  big  scale  to  make  and  shif 
naval  stores  -  a  big  name  for  turpentine,  tar,  and  its  progucts. 
Fo:<  four  years  the  3outh  had  sold  no  cotton,  wool,  ton  timber 
(s  w  logs'  turpentine ,  tar,  rosin,  nor  spirits  of  turpentine.   /hat 
we  had  on  hand  when  the  war  begin  we  put  it  in  gre;  t  pits  nd 
bf  rns. 

\t  the  close  of  the  •  r  there  was  a  great  demand  for  all  of  the 
above  named  articles,  t.nd  at  an  extravagant  price.   The  mules 
and  horses  th  t   Sherman's  an  y  had  taken,  he  left  to  at.  rve  on 
the  sand  hills  near  ,'ilmington,   These  were  given  away  or  sold  for 
a  small  sum  to  the  farmers.   With  these  we  could  use  on  the  far  , 
and  is  ;  ovin^  tar  and  turpentine  to  market.   Sma  .1  boys  and 
women  and  girls,  white  and  black,  to  the  farms,  men  to  the  woods, 
early  and  late.   <e  had  flour  to  eat  that  was  made  out  of 
"hard  tack".   3y  the  time  it  got  to  us  little  blaek  worms  were  in 
it.   But  we  had  e  seive  to  separate  them  from  the  flour.   r'his 
we  were  glad  to  get.   ^he  lunch  we  had  was  collards,   estern  mean 
and  corn  bread. 

In  :  short  time  we  had  plenty  of  gold  and  greenbacks.   'e 
ere  all  wild  with  the  great  prosperity.   Before  lon^  twenty  dollaa^ 
gold  pieces  were  as  common  with  us  as  dimes  are  to  me  now.   I 
w  s  looking  on.   Little  boys  in  my  day  didn't  have  their  mouths 
into  thing:.   I  did  some  Dig  listening  at  people  talk.   Yes,  I 
heard  all  the  dirty  things  that  were  going  the  rounds.   Boys 
seem  to  find.  .  reat  pie:  sure  in  prof;  nity.   One  day  I  got  off  alone 
and  decided  I'd  "cuss"  some,  just  to  see  how  it  would  sound. 

0  t  with  an  oath.   That  was  my  first  one  and  1  st  one.  I'j    soul! 
How  av.'ful  it  made  me  feel!   When  I  was  in  Connecticut  last  ye  r, 

1  heard  a  pastor  say  "Tern  it  .  I've  heard  of  women  with  their 
mouths  full  of  "dcrn  its".  wy  jjother  and  sisters  didn't  cuss". 
They  were  high  up  without  having  to  "cuss  . 

Did  I  dance?   ;hy,  of  course  1  did  not.   I  had  too  much 
respect  for  a  girl  to  have  to  resort  to  my  heels  to  ente  tain  her. 
I  have  brains  yet. 

"hiskey  was  selling-  for  :;5p'  a  quart.   I  despis  d  it,  and 
would  not  drink  it. 

Cne  of  our  church  members  made  a  quantity  of  wine  and  sold  it 
at  10^  a   u  rt.   I  had  never  tasted  any  wine.   [y  friands  (?) 
a  sured  me  that  it  would  not  intoxicate  any  one.   I  liked  it  and 
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9.      drand   plenty    of    it.       I   spent   the  night     drunk   and    voi  iti      . 

ent    home  ne;.t   mo/nin^.      At   bre-  kfast  my   mother    looked    to   me    sore 
like   an  angel  than  any   one    I  ever   saw.       I  oound  not    eat.        ent 
into   her  room  and   sat    in  the  corner   nea      the    big    "fire   place".      In 
a  few  moment-    she   came    in  an     sat   down   :,nd  began  to  knit. 

I   could  not    remain     eated    lon^   after   she   came    in.      I   went 
to   her,   got   on  my     nees   at   hez*  knees,    and    said,    ''/[other,    T 
have  been  drunk".      She   di-n't   laugh.        Sue   didn't   cry,    but    s,- id, 
wlty   boy,   you'll  never  do    that  way  any  raooe ,    will  you?'  said 

"Kb,    mother,    I  never  trill". 

Some   le  ~    ons  along  here.      To  work  -  business I      Business I 
A  big   story,    horses,    mules   and    ;  oney   coming    in  very  r-  [idly. 
great   time     we  were   having!      First    wealthy,    next   all     one  and 
almost   to    starvation  by   the   war.        And   now  richer   than  ever   by 
rch,    18C7. 

3TtALL  ,  r:: 

Brother  Haywood,  coming  up  from  Wilmington  with  a  very  sick 
man,  came  hone  not  feeling  well.   He  finally   evelope    clc  r  case 
of  small  pox.  'vhe   27th  of  Barch,  1867,  he  died.   Bros.  J". P.  ,   .  T.  , 
the  Snail   ox  nurse  and  I  took  the  corpse  ten  miles  to  the  family 
graTeyard  a   burled  it.   Monday*  the  29th  of  March,  the  balance 
of  us  were  inoculated  wit;  Snail  Pox  germs. 

Very  soon  other,  sister,  two  brothers  and  I  were  down  with 
no  one  t_  do  a  thing  for  us,  except  the  man  who  nursed  my  dead 
brother.   Oj  course  we  could  not  hire  anyone  for  love  or  i  oney. 

The  nurse  knew  of  a  negro  woman  that  had  had  small  pox.   He 
just  about  compelled  her  to  come  to  us.  Hy  Brother  J.r.  had  a 
great  roll  of  money  on   his  way  to  Wilmington  to  bu,  goods  for 
our  big  store  15  miles  away.   Then  he  foi  nd  our  brother  near  unto 
death,  he  said,  "I'll  stay  with  him  at  any  co  t". 

e  all  expected  the  worst  to  core  to  us.  Vo    words  can  tell 
the  horror  of   eing  shut  out  from  the  world  with  a  disease  like 
that.   For  18  days  and  nights  th  t  nurse  answ  red  ev  ry  call  of  all 
of  us.   A  wonderful  nurse!  W  en  my  bro t  sr  ooked  for  his  roll  of 
money,  he  found  just  enough  to  pay  the  nurse  his  charges  -  five 
dollars  a  day.   That  bee  me  of  the  balance  e  never  knew. 

Next  -  fire:   Then  the  dea.th  of  horses  and  cows,  until  we  1: 
nothing  but    little  grey  pony. 

".overt  J?!!  "Rles  ed   iver^y!'.  Then  all  of  U3  had  time  to  go  to 
ChurcK  -  h  d  time  to  read  the   Bible.   How  wood  the  Lord  is! 
I  saw  all  this.   I  recall  this  when  I  th i nk  of  the  youn^  man  who 
was  taking  his  best  ^irl  to  ride  in  a  buggy  drawn  by  a  very  fine 
horse  that  became  badly  frightened.   With  all  th  str  ngth  he  had 
he  could  not  stop  th  t  horse.   He  counted  it  fortunate  that  he 
had  a  pistol  vith  -which  he  shot  hi:  fine  horse  to  death,  fo.  the 
sake  of  the  girl  who  had  trusted  him  to  take  c:  re  of  her.   C, blessed 
poverty,  I've  said  so  often  to  myself. 

How  de:  r  it  is  to  mv  heart  to  say  that  I  have   good  hope 
that   have  a  f  th  r,  mother,  .nd  twelve  brothers  and  sisters  now 
in  heaven!!   Who  cares  for  the  loss  of  many  thousands,  if  the  loss 
gives  one  a  chance  to  f   t  a  his  gaze  on  the  ^.mb  of  Jod. 
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10-  THE    GREAT   SETTLE    VITH  RC:rAyi'\ 

y   r-r  other   Cal   1   ke      for   '.e   to   go  with   him    to    see    i    i.oman 
Catholic  girl   he  us    liking.      Visiting  her  home   was        young 
Catholic  woman,    from    Wilmington,    who   seemed   to  enjoy     ;    company- 
15  yFs.    old,    as    I  aas   -   she  years   old   r.      Cne  day   she   c     id,    "I 
have    some   books    I'd    like   for   you    to    read.       '.'ill  you'"      I    took  one 
little    Catholic    Look  home  with  me.      I    knew   not    to   let   an,;    of 
people   know  that    I  had    th  t    little   book. 

I  was  workin0    with  the   negroes    in   the  woods   chi   ping   turpen- 
tine trees.       it   the    noon  hour   e: ch  day    I  was   faithful   to  my  promise 

to   read   that    little   book.      It  was  we  ire    but   char nin .    to   me. 
Finishing   that   book    I  accepter   anothe      from   her,    to   her  great 
delijfclb.      Then  another,    until    I  understood    that    it   ,  eant    to   re  wither 
the      Bible   or  Roman  Catholicism.         3,    the  good   Catholics,   w: 
they   do   for  the   helpless I"     For    half    century    I  have   heard   th 
uttered   by   p«  ople   who   send   their   daughters    to    Catholic   schools. 
"0,    Holy     !  ry,    the    mother   of    God!!    "T!   What  blasphe   yl.    Indeed, 
to    this   day    I   think   the   lord   that   He   saved   me   to   the    doctrines   of 
the  "Pible   from  the    doctrines   of    demons,    for   which  the   Fople  and 
Priests    stand. 

Jesus   sayd,    "Come  unto   n      .      ■  tt.    11:      Popery   says,    "Go    to 
the   Iriest".      Our  dealing      are    with  God   s   son.      Catholic's   deal- 
ings are  with  the    Priests  and    ""  ary    the      other  of    jod".      Jesus 
days,       Except  you   repent   ye   shall   all   likewise        :  i :;      .      The   Pope's 
Bible    is    translated    to   suit   the   Catholic  Heirarchy   -   d o        m~  nc e . 


You   are    ready    to   ask,    "Did    you   kno1     all   this   at   the   age    of 
5    '       In  a   way,    I   did,    but    I   could  not    express    it.      I   had    my 
mother's   Bible,   and   my   mother's    songs,    and    her  daily   life, 
the   time    X   learned   what   Top^ry    is       I   had   no   respect  for    the    love 
Mary     :.    pretended  to   have      or   me  when   she  urged   me  to    read   the 
Catholic   books. 


THK    SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

Crowds  at   church  and   s-   ndny  School.      Having   preacl  i    ;    o  ice 
a  month.      3  nday  School  every  Lord's   day.      People   of   all    sorts 
ingling   together. 

hat  about   Sunday   School   literature,      "lie   Pible  and        little 
ca tee ism,   and       few   song  books   was  all  we  had.     You  need   not   think 
we    were   unf ortunnte.      There    must   have   been  something    to    it    or   the 
people    ,ould   not   have  walked   two   and    three  miles   to    attend    it. 

The   attention  of   the    people  was  directed  to  what   the    Lord 
s:  id    in  His   book  -    to   the    truths    th;  t   all   of   us   could  under- 
stand,       hat   some  atan  had   to    say    (    "The  fathers")      did   not   weigh 
much  with  us.      My  teacher  was   Miss  Buckie  Herring.       The  Aunt   of 
D.    W.    Herring      our     ris3ion;  ry   to    China.      I   do   not    recall  a   thing 
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11.    she  ever   said   to   her  clas?.      But    I   recall   what   she    said   to    rre 
one   day:       /ith  tier   hand    tenderly   on  re.    head,    "Larkin,    Jesus   loves 
you  and  wants   to  make   a  man  out    of  yon."      T   had   heard   so   much 
about    (}oc    being    "angry    .ith   the    kicked   ever,    day    ,    it    w        hot    an 
easy    thi   g  for    me    to    gr   sp   this    sublime    truth. 

I  was   anxious  about    that   mat      r.      I   asked   mothei    about    it. 
S   e  said    this:     He    which  hath   begun  a  good   work    in  you  will   p   rfor 
it   until    the   day   of    Jesus    Christ.1       That   was  all   she    3aid. 
(Phil.    1:    ]    ^he     an  who    ! aught    our    little    neighborhood   for    three 
months    in  the  year  was        TTniversalist .      r,he    "no-hell"    leader   in 
our   section.      Any  body  knows   better   than  that.      Law,    how  near   to    the 
truth  all    )f  uo   ::    e .'      He   didn't  go  to   Sunday   Sehool,    nor   the   boys 
jje  was   leading  astray,    the    the   sons   of   one    of   our   deacons. 

cro  :t:s    that   have    gone   to  glory  from   that    old   chureh- 
Shllo,    in  lender   County!      -    John  T.    Bland,    B.     ".    Herring  and    I 
attended     rake  Forest    College. 


?0   PRESCH 


What  a  time  in  my  life.'   All  my  living  brother;  married,  and 
gone,  leaving  at  home  in  overty  my  widowed  sister,   rs.  3.  H. 
Averitt,  sister  Sue  and  me.   I  to  make  a  sort  of  living  for  u?  on 
poor  soil.   '"other  had  gone  on  Jan.  1872. 

One  day  while  I  was  plowing  an  impression  came  to  me  that 
I  must  preach.   I  asked  the  Lord  to  excuse  me,   romisinc  to  g  ive 
a  third  of  all  I  coul  make  for  the  support  of  some  one  else. 
But  the  impression  would  not  leave  re.    ith  the  impression  to 
preach  came  prep  ring  myself  to  preach.   mhis   eant  to  go  to  school. 
•Twaa  expensive  to  go  to  school.   I  did  not  have  a  dollar. 

I  told  my   sisters  of  the  impression.   They  were  pleased. 
I  reasons  ly  expected  others  would  be  lea  e  also. 

A  BITT;  T  DISAP]  0I"T  '^ITT 

I  went  to  my  pastor,  who  gave  me  no  encouragement.   Instead 
of  receiving  not  one  word  of  encouragement  from  any  source,  the 
devil  ane  his  angels  made  haste  to  down  th  thot  of  preaching  by 
the  spreading-  of  s    falsehood  bl-ck  as  he  could  bring  forth. 

I  had  but  one  ' ':>  iend  in  all  the  universe  -  the  One  who  had 
not  failed  me  yet.  7ith  two  sisters  to  take  care  of,  it  seemed 
I  could  nVX  Put  off  going  to  school  for  a  while,  at  le  st.  Che 
day  I  was  plowing  in  a  rented  freed  two  miles  away  fro:  hot  e. 
Without  warning,  •  terrible  pain  in  my  back  too>  me.  I  fell  to 
the  earth.  ome  one  hauled  me  home  ina  cart.  I  knew  no  such  pair- 
before,  nor  have  I  had  such  pains  since. 

I  finally  promised  the  lord  that  if  He  woulc  c?enc  relief  to 
me  that  T  would  start  off  to  school.   I  had  he  t   of   ake  Fore  t 
College  over  \    hundred  miles  away.   I  had  no  money,  ;  m    very  ew 
clothes.   :  ite  soon  those  hard  pain   _eft  me.   I  could  no  „o  back 
on  my  promise  to  the  Lord.   He  had  done  what  I  asked  Hire  to  do. 

T  told  sisters  I  must  go  to  Take  Porest  College.   How  gladly 
they  did  fix  up  my  handful  of  clothing!! 


0.    L.    Stringf  ie  Id 


HA*-'  A  T]  LAI 


Leaving    -    o   loving    sisters    in   the    home    with   very    little    to 
eat  and  wear.      Only   the    Lord  kno   a    the    crushed   he.  t    throbbed 

in  my   bosom.        The   ne>  t   day   -   w   s    it    the   next    d    y        :    ao   not    re- 
call  dates.        vents    stand   up    in  ray   mind    like   angels   oi    light    or 
emons   consigned    to    hell. 

Ho  '   I  should  get       a.     froi     ray    ;ist   rs  via     th        in   th    t 

plight  wa      the      uestion.      I  km        I    could   not    tru:  If    to    lo 

back     t  my  sisterr-  i    ing   on    the   porch    gazing   at  me    hurrying 

a   ay,    bo    I  walked   out   th     lane   to   the  road,    and  across    the   toad   to 
get    in   th     wool's.      Then  through   the   thick  woo    s   until   I    was   com- 
pletely  out    of    sight    of      ome,    turned   b<  c3     to    the    road.        hey   h. 
bathed   my  boson   with   their   t      rs.      I  had   wept   until  my   hei 
gro        Large.      But    I  fcu  d    startec    in   the    direction     f      ak<      "or    i  I 
College,      "o   one    to     end   r  e   money.      ~To   one   at     ake  Forest    Coll  ge 
to,  greet      e.    T!ut        had   ood ,    and      as   not      fraid.      I   .  new  not 

guilty   of  the  black  slander  against   me.      I   3pent   my  rest    spells 
in  prayer  by  the    side    of   the   ro.d.      My   little    bundle    of    clothing 
was    not   heavy. 

hen    I   reached     ake   Forest    I  went    to    the      otel  and   registered. 
(Board  at    the    Hotel  was      10.00  a  no nth   them).       I   went    to    the 
Bursar   t     regist   r.      He  asked     e    if    I  were   a  minister.       '    told 
him  that    I   was   going   to   preach,    but  for   him   not   to   put      e    down  as 
preacher,    because   there    was  an  awful   charge     gain   t   me.      T   told 
him   what    it    was.        [ave   always   been  glad    I    told   him,    bee    us;   he 
laughed  it,    and   was  my  friend  as   long  as   he    lived.        ajor 

Dixon,    the   Hotel  man      (Blessings    on  him  and   all  his  J      nev   3 
a  word    to  me   about    my   Board   Bill.       I  didn't    say  a    word  about    it 
either.      Well,    I  didn't    eat   much,    for  my      tock    of    jo    es    was    so 
great   that    I  was    quite   popul  r  with   the   boys.      I   must   eat   a    little 
and   hurry   away   to  walk   alone   to    tell   out   my    aeart   to    God.      i   so 
wanted  His    smiles  J 


3  |  5ICJ  j  _._ 

hat    about  my  board*;        t    the   close   of    the    session   I   went 
to     "ajor     Dixon  whose   food    I  had   been   eating  all  this   time  and   sc  id    , 
"M  jor     Dixon,    I  am  going   home  and  will  send  you  shortly    the 
amount    ]    o   e  you   for  my  board".      TTe   said,    "That    is   all  right. 

Hor  am   I  going   to   get   home         ;ister  ann  had  a   little    pet   cow. 
To  get   me   b: ok  home    she    sold   that   little   co      for    ....  .00,    and   sent 
me   the  m  ney. 

I  didn't   know  how   she  got    the   meney   till    I  got   home.  he's 

in  heaven  years  ago.      She   never   knew   how  much   I    lo.  for   that 

precious   deed. 

HCW   LID    I    1AY     :AJT-    "i:  C.V 

That   was  easy.       1   bought   beef   cattle    on  credit      n<    walked 
and   drove   them     3  miles    to  Wilmington,    sold   them,    paid   for     hem 
and   with  what    I  had  made   by  the   transaction    I     aid      ajor      Dixon. 
That   n   b  1875. 

BST  JffCT    mum     ITH  c-od 


13-  0.  L.  'tringfield 

Ii  God  writes  on  your  heart  to  do  anything,  you  best  do  it. 
He  called  rather  John  L.   eocot  to  preach.   Brother  TisTott  was  a 
devoted  Christian.   He  bargained   ith  the  Lord  to  educate  his  two 
bo^s,    ol  and  Tom,  to  take  his  place  ;  a  preachers.   ^e  did  so 
Sol  soon  died  in  the  pastorate,   t  Newberne,  N.  r.  and  Tom  died 
in  the  Jemi  ary  when  it  w-  s  at  Greenville,  5.  C.    "stood    the 
grayes  with  bin,  and  hie   if   a  he  told  me  this  and  ,dded,  -,r 
String* leld,  I'm  still  called  to  preach,  -no.   an  too  o 

*  i*  J   h^d^-Jied.  lt   at   alce  :r°resl  without  money.   I  knew  how  it 
felt,  and  did  not  want  to  try  it  again. 

.'•aki:tu      *.:■  y 

or,    Lbe^  f"  be   a.    00>      -ent'      K«P*  at   th   t   until    1   raafte 
2^.00.       phat    V7   s    bi     money   i      those   days.      I   recuirec    two    ve   r* 

Uft    U    ir    thA"   nDt>ke    ?**    *°«e*   »«S  me    to"  tJ,%ll 

left    it    in   the   ca        o  in  end.      1   went    on    the    Colic    c      ith  mv 

head  ap,    but   never  mak  ng   ,    silly   of  myself   like    I   sal   other   Soys 

T,„        bf  ,  !   nf";eded   money    I      rote   for    it     but    from   that    day   to    this 
I've   not   herd   a  word   about    that      285.00.      Say    this    or    that  about 
me.      Lvng  as   the  way      as  wide   open  between     ;e   and  the    throne    of 
God,    I've   carried  a  gracious  sroile  on  me  face.      Two  years. 

Those    two  years    I  was    out  of    '"oil  eg  8  were    not   lost   by        gr     t 

deal.       I  was    ina  great   College  studying   man.  studying 

the   hearts    of  men   -   looking   at  the::;   thru   the  windows    of    the    soikl    - 
the   eyes. 

By   the    time    I  got   back   to    College    I   could   size   up   every   toy 
in    College*      I've   liv-d   to    see   the   correctness   of   my  measurement. 

Some   of    the  boys   brd   nothing    in    them.      They    amounted   to 
nothing.      ethers   were  pure  gold      nd  weigh  tons  today,    -    those    that 
are   living.      The  memory   of   those   that   are    dead   is  sweet. 

I   can  prove   all   this   by  the   members   of  my  class  who 
gr.duated  with  me    in  June   1882  -   ".'.    J.    Ferrell,    D-    ".'.    Herring  and 
Wilder. 

AT    CCLLT,^lC   TILL   1882 

Dr.      ^imberloke  *s   dear,    good  wife    took   care    of   ur:.      Gave 
us   good  food  and  a  comfortable  room,   for    '8.00   per   month.      'Then 
I  hod  money    I  paid   Dr.    Timberlake.        Then   I  didn't  have    it,    he 
waited   till  my   churches    paid  me. 

MAY  1881 


"*.  V.  TcD  ffie  and  I  were  ordained  to  preach,  at   ake  Forest, 
The  church  l.  t  "'ake  Forest  was  ordered  our  ordination.   "wo  of  the 
greatest  preachers  in  the  ;tate.  Dr.  T.  H.  Pritchard  .  nd  Dr.  C. 
A.  Jenkins   ordained  us.    From  them  until  December,  1923, 
I  have  been  verj  busy  for  my  Lord,  except   while  with   Typhoid 
fever,  and  at  anothe   time  with  ' neumonia. 


0.    L.    Stringfield 
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lutlic    speakers   pleading  for    help  for   young      reachers   at 
College   h  ve    called   my   n:me   a3   one   of    the   ones    the    Board    of 
Education  had  aided.      I  did   not  deny    it    lest    I   should    cool  some 
ones   ardor.      Not    one   dollar  did    I  evei    receive   from  any  board* 
except   for   work    I  had   done  for   the   Kin.  dom.      ffot   because    I    didn't 
need    it,    bad   enough,   but    because    I  knew  others  who   needed   it  much 
worse    than    I.      Poverty  has   never  hurt   me.      I   have   drunk    it    to  tf)A/6 
its    dregs.      That's   not   the   thing  that    hurts   any   one.       I8ve   seen  as 
womanly,    queenly   poor  girls  gracing    the    land  as    Live   sten  of 
wealthy    ones. 

I   like   riches  when   people   his  ve   them.      But  w   en  riches   have 
peopl:    by   the    throats   and   heart-strings,    I   call    thai,    abject    slavery 


SISG-TTJTIITG 

To   see  a  boy  or  girl   blowing,  in    "Toad's  hard-earned  money" 

at    College,    or  ang   other    :,lace,    is    one    Oi    the   perfectly  disgusting 

things   to   me.      The  greatest  being      God   ever   sa  ;   on  thia  earth 
is   a   man    or  woman  faithful   to   Hiffl  and    faithful   to  .an. 


ALTHJ 


The  wealth  that  p  ys  the  largest  dividends  is  the  wealth  of  love 
What  an  afflictio:  not  to  be  able  to  love.   Toor  Coleridge! 
The  Friend  01  lublicans  and  Sinners  is  our  Savior. 


rAKEFIELD  HIGH  SCHC  L 


ept ember  18,  1882,   akefield  Kigh  School  was  opened.   I, 
ae  principal.   That  is,  mv  name  was  put  on  the  circular  as  prin- 
cipal, but  my,  newly  married,  wife  knew  who  was  Principal  on  the 
inside  at  any  rate.   I  was  pastor  of  four  tig  churches.   I  h  d 
no  t  me  to  a  ive  to  teaching.    She  had  been  teaching    '  ematics 
in  Thorn- avi lie   ]  "emale  College  for  five  years,  vith  .resident 
Reinhart,  who  was  a  gr  duate  of  the  University  of  Virginia.   I 
■.■as  a  terror  in  the  school  house  any  way,  because  I  1;-.  ughAd  so 
heartily  et  a  boy  when  he  did  not  know  his  lesson.   I  was  a  sort 
of  substitute  vhen  one  of  the  teachers  was  sick. 

When  the  school  house  was  built  the  price  of  land  in  the 
community  began  to  soar  aloft.   By  the  time   e  spent  elev  n  years 
there,  I  do  not  risk  sayint  for  how  much  land  and  lots  did  sell. 

c   ecured  qaite  competent  teachers.   These  teachers  are  now 
occupying  3uch  high,  useful  positions  in  the  world  they  might 
not  enjoy  h^vin^  their  names  put  here  as  having  tau<  '  t    In   little 
school  like   akefield  High  School  was  in  those  days. 

hen  I  learnea  what  Colleges  were  paying  "lady  teachers",  I 
was  greatly  surprised  that  I  was  paying  a  much  larger  salary  than 
any  of  the  Colleges  were  paying  in  our  State* 
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II    I  ever  did  get  a  dollar  for  bein0  responsible  for  the 
salary  of  teachers  or  for  any  other  responsibility,  I  do  not 
recall  it. 

"he  day  I  engaged  board  for  wife  and  me,  I  was  careful 
to  engage  bo.  r*  for  two  others.   And  for  eleven  years  :  did  not 
turn  any  poor  boy  or  girl  way  for  the  lack  of  money  to  pay 
board  &nd  tuition.   After  we  built  our  bo af ding  house,  on  a 
four-acre  lot,  for  which  I  paid  T.  Iff.  Proctor   100.00,  many 
times  wife  and  I  signed  a  oortgage  on  or  property  to  get  money 
to  pay  for  food  for  poor  boys  and  0irls,  who  could  not  attend 
any  other  school.   I  never  hive  asked  any  one  to  stand 
security,  without  first  securing  them.   I  trusted  poor  boys 
and  girls  that  have  never  paid  me  a  dollar  in  all  these  years. 
But  I  am  Letter  off  than  they  are,  so  that's  all  right  with  me. 
resides  that  every  one  of  them  are  factors  for  good  in  the 

•  ighbor&oods  in  which  they  are  living.   So  blessings  on  every 
one  of  them.' 

The  fine  preacher:?  and  church  orkers  we  had  in  our  school; 
The  Doctors,  merchants  and  farmers  -  the  fine  teachers  th  ere 
witn  us  in  those  days  J 

r   new  at  that  time  -  those  eleven  years  -  only  two 
Baptist  High  Schools  in  the  State  -  '/arsaw  High  School,  and  Pars 
Hill   igh   School  -  and  now  v/akef  ield  High  school.   There  were 
select  schools  like  Mors on  and  lenson,  In  Raleigh,  but  they  were 
too  expensive  for  many  to  even  think  of  attending-. 

EDUC-PP  IC*T  WC:   POFH.  3 

The   truth   is    in   those    days    education  beyond   the    three   R*a 
was   cjuite   unpopul-  r.      ~ne  man  sent   his   daughter   off    to   College. 
She   came   home   and   was    taken  sick  and   died.      "he   father   of   the 
girl   seriously  regretted   the   money  he    "wasted"    on  her   education. 

•Twas   said*    "What  a  pity   to    spoil  a  good   farmer  by    sending 
him  to  school."     The   boys    that   could   not     o   to    school     e   e    very 
far  ffrom  being  willing  for    "his  girl"    to    go    to    sch,ol   le    t 
:  h e   s houlc    " Qe t   a  bo ve  h  i m " . 

After   two  year~,    I  was   fortunate    i;:    securing   Prof.      .    J". 
Ferrell,    (now   Meredith  College)   to   be  associated  with  rre    in  the 
management   of  the  school. 

Our   kingdom  work,    standing  for   God    in  every  way    we   co    Id, 
h   s    lasted    thurugh   the   years,    in   the    lives   of   very    useful   men 
and  women.      These   are   scattered   over    the    state   ss    some    of    the 
most   powerful   leaders   we   have    in   the   Lord's  work.      Its    true    that 
when  we  a  e    trying   to   do  .^ood    we   never  know  how  much  good    roe   do. 
hen  we  allow  ourselves   to  do  evil,      e   never  kno'     how  far-reach- 
ing   the   evil. 

WHAT  A     LENDER! 


One  February  we  had  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  school  house. 
I  was  doing  the  preaching,   iss  Annie   Shepherd  (  now  Mrs.  Booth, 
of  Oxford)  was  leading  t  e  singing*   "hat  soul- wiir ring  solos 
sand  J   The  large  nu  ber  that  professed  faith  in  Christ.1 
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ffh;  t  3   blunder  T  made!   I  w  s  talking  with  b      urderer  to- 
wards his  hone  pleading  with  hire  to  give  his  heart  to  Cod. 

•walked  out  some  distance  from  the  road,  took  ofi  our  hats 
and  got  on  our  knees  and  I  led  the  prayer.    fter  while  I  asked 
the  Lord  to  save  "this  man,  and.  make  great  use  of  his  money  for 
His  cause".   0,  if  I  had  but  whispered  the  1      rt  of  my  prayer! 
For  he  told  the  neighbors  that  what  I  was  after  was  his  money. 

That  was  •  wonderful  meeting.  '' Te  had  fine  helpers  and  many 
souls  were  saved. 

A  B  ANDY  DISTILLERY ! 


The  devil  had  his  eye  on  this  school.   Soon     e  could  find 
a  nan  t   do  the  job  for  him,  he  had  him  to  put  a  brandy  distillery 
very  nea   the  school.   I'd  aay  half  mile  from  the  school. 

"e  had  under  our  care  boys  and  girls  from  different  parts  ot 
the  State*    c  tried  every  way  we  kne\i   to  induce  this  man  not  to 
do  our  school  such  a  terrible  damage.   The  woren  ?igned  a  peti- 
tion urging  him  not  to  distil  brandy  so  near  us.   ?h  t  seemed  to 
embolden  him  in  his  vile  work. 

THE  Li    ~      E3S0RT. 


I  could  not  think  of  but  one  thing  more  to  do.   One  Lord's 
day,  seated  at  our  dining-  table  in  the  presence  of  forty  (I  think) 
I  said,  "I  shall  begin  in  the  morning  at  7  n,cloek  to  pray  the 
Lord  to  take  that  man  out  of  this  world,  if  he  doe.:,  rot  quit 
distilling  brandy"* 

Some  one  told  him  at  once  what  I  had  said,   Very  soon  a 
roes  cnger  came  to  ask  if  I  really  meant  what  I  had  said  at  the 
table.   I  said,  "George,  upon  my  honor,  if  he  doiss  not  quit  that 
vile  business,  I  shall  begin  to  pray  in  the  morning  at  7  C  clock 
for  the  Lord  to  take  him  out  of  this  world". 

-fore  "even  O'clock  the  next  morning,  standing  on  my  front 
porch  I  saw  the  v/hole  outfit  placed  near  my  door,  so  I'd  be  sure 
to  see  it  before  7  O'olock,   It  is  not  that  I  had  such  a  powerful 
grip  on  cod.   But  in  our  decparation  to  whom  could  /e  go  for  help 
■ ut  to  our  God  and  Father?  "e   had  no  law  forbidding  the  making 
add  sailing  whiskey  and  brandy.   Licenses  to  carry  on  that  and 
other  deviltry  by  the  United  States  government. 

So  far  as  T  know  license  could  be  secured  from  the  iovernment 
to  d:  almost  any  deviltry  except  the  privilege  of  killing  men  -  nd 
women  with  knives,  pistols  and  guns. 

At  no   time  did  we  fail  to  lift  our  voices  i      t  the  vile 
traffic. 

You  deceive  yourself  if  you  think  this  qras  long,  lory  time 
ago.   It  /as  1835,  I  think,  that  the  devil  found  his  man  b  Id  enough 
to  undertake  to  ruin   school  that  h  d  been  built  for  the   lory  of 
God. 


0.    L.    Stringfield 
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.  TrBl.TC    ry-.X'T^TT. 

In  the  church  of  which  I      astor  we  had  two  Doctors-   Drs. 
G.  '*.    Bell  and  r,  c.  Cha  ble.   I  appointed  a  day  to  ask  them  one 
question  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  congregation  - 
"la  intoxicating  liquors  necessary  in  your  practii      edicinev" 
To  the  great  surpriee  of  many  good  people,  "both  of  these  Drs.  sadd, 
with  emphasis,  "It  is  not!'.'!  Public  sentiment  had  been  created 
for  all  sorts  of  intoxicating  liquors  by  what  was  called  th 
highest  society.   Lawyers,  Judges,  Legislators,  Governors,  Doctors, 
and  Preachers.   'Twaa  like  bearding  a  lion  in  hi   len  to  say  a 
word  against  it. 

'Twas  whiskey  for  every  disease  under  the  sun.  'Twees  rhiskey 

in  the  homes,  at  the  ball,  at  "Corn  ihucking"  -  th  rhole  country 
flooded  with  whiskey,  with  only  a  voice  lifted         it 
occ:  sionallj  . 

Sober  men  ha   liquor,  ano  thought  no  more  of  taking   drink 
than  we  do  now  of  taking  a  cup  of  coffee  or  tea. 

It  ia  easy  to  imagine  the  greatness  of  the  task  to  tackle  a 
thing-  that  had  found  a  big  place  in  the  very  life  of  all  clas 
of  people. 

"j      th   was  done  and  who  did  it  to   successful  finish  i1?  to 
be  told  later. 

A  70S  ■  1  THING! 


Satan  could    so    completely  blind    the    minds    of   profes    >  dly 
christian  men  and  women,   counted  leade:        i      the   social  and  moral 
world,    to    the   vilene    s  of   the    liquor   traffic    is  wonderful  to   me. 
How  fearfully   wonderf \  1    it    is    to   meJ 

How   do   we   know  but    he   may  be   Minding   our  now  to  some 

Awful   deviltry  we   night   denounce    if   our  eyes    /ere   opened   to   see. 


lEAVIIG      AKE]  I 


In  1895,    i:fter    spending   eleven  years    there   at   hard  work, 
enlarging   the    school  greatly.  ere    impresses    to   give   u      the 

work . 

The   three-room   rchool   house    h       grown    too   small.      7e    built 
a  much  1-  rger  one  -   50  feet   wide,    110  fe-t    long,    two    stories 
high.        fter  two   or   three   year3    in   this   fine   buildi   g    some    one 
during   the   dark  hours  of   the   night,   with  the  use-    of  kerosene   oil. 
we        r        -  ite   sure,    set   fire   to   that  buildi    g. 

Its   ashes  told   no    taL       as    to   the    wretch  thai    did   the    deed. 
Hor   could   any     f   us   sav    out   loud    the    name   oi    the    one    i?e    thought 
did    it.      Secrets  are   to   be  known   later. 

Brother    Ferrell  and   I  had  gotten  no   trash   in  urj   at    *ake   Forest 
I  guess   there's  plenty   of   trash   in   every  College   Library     but  we 
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18-  did   not   absorb  any   of    it.       That   we    did   absorb  from  the    moral 

and    Christian  i  t    o sphere    there. 

I  preaching  we    heard!      ^he   prince   among   preachers, 

Dr.     ..  Wingate,    Dr.    Thomas  H.    Pritchard,    Dr.    r'h  s,   S.      Taylor, 

Brs.    Win.  all     nd    his  great    son  '".    B.    Ro   all   -   what   a   daily 

feast    ve   had.      Then  came    the   visitors    -    Our   own  Dr.      Ztynn  Hafham, 
one   of   the   most   truly  eloquent    preacher     Horth   Carolins    ever    , re- 
duced.     Dr.    John  H.    Broadus,    a  wonderful   preacher   that   knew    how 
to  use   worlds    that   r    child    could    understand.      Dr.    P.    S.    Hinson, 
whi  ,   years  and  yerrs  sgo   made   me   ]  noi     what    sanctifici  tion   is      in  one 
sentence.      "Jr.    .Tester,    Virginia's  great   preacher.       Ve   had   all 
this   to   feast   upon.      Law,    lots   more    than  thi  ;!      for   we      aw  all 
this   fine   preaching   lived   out  before   oi:r   eyes   every   day.      "c 've    for- 
gotten much  th  t    these   Godly   men  said,    but      e've   not   forgotten 
their    lives. 

before    the    infidels  mouths   were   hushed   they  babbled    ■     gri 
deal,    but   they  never  did    try    to   account  for   one    Christian    Li    e. 

"ell,  re    not    afraid    to    tackle  back  woods   deviltyr.      And, 

how  blessedly   the   Lord   stood    by  usJ 

After  we    left   'Wakefield,    the    school  did   fine   work   until    it 
was    absorbed   by  the   great   public   school,    short   distance   away,    at 

cebulon. 

'    IVILLB   S(  T] 


The  most   satisfactory   church   I   had   ever  h       w         '  yetteville 
street      Church,    in  Raleigh.      I  had   sure    enough  deacons    to  be. in 
with  -   John  :  ullen,    Tom  Blake,    K  e   T'ann,    Rich  Pu  ney,    and   a  crowd 
willing    to   be    led   to   dare  and   do   things. 

e   began  to    work   together   in  1893.      ;ry  salary   as    I  understand 
it  was   just   as   much  money  as    I  needed.      John  Pullen  and    his   ]  ank, 
as    it  was   cs    led,    isras   tor    mu  use.      Am  glad    I   never    i:,      sed    on  the 
goodness   lavished   upon  me. 

How  delightfully  fixed   wife    an      T  roer    .' .       "u .     work   at    7akefield 

for  11  years  had   been  hard,    but  pleasant,   with  the    teachers     ;e  had 
had.      The   time   came  when  wife   and    I  felt   willing   to  have   our   fir    t 
home  tog   +      r   to   move   to   Raleigh.      Beside  -    th     pleasure   with  my 
own   church  and      eople.       [   had    dea     fellowship  with  Dr.    Skinner, 
who  had  grown  old    beautifully,    J.    7.    Carter     A.    "".    Simms      pa    tors 
of   1st   church  and    "abernacle    (    they  called   "■".    B.    Brou^    ton's   church) 

T   learned   some  great    lessons  while   there.       \nc  that    the 

love   of    God   when  given   a    chance,    even        half   chance,    can   lift   the 
vilest.      One   man  was   ordered   by   the  city   authorities   to    leave  and 
stay  away  from  Paleigh.      John  Pa  lien  found    hi       put   his   hand    on  his 
shoulder   and    said,    "Jesus  loves   .  ou  and      arts   to    save   you. 
happy  we   all  were    few  days  after   that    to   see    that   rcan,    his  wife, 
(not   now   a   drunkard's   wife,    his  boys    sitting   on   the    front    seat 
in  our   church  happily   saved?      M ■  ny   others     tere   led   to    bl  vior 

by    the   godly    lives    of   the   faithful  men  and   women  of    that     'lurch. 

MY  1  2HOK 
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»T  a  very  clear  to  re    that  the  Lord  call      to  r>ut  my 
whole  being  into  th  establish  ent  of  a  gre  t  institution  for 
ou"  young  women.   Poi  about  eight  y  ara  my  greatest  energies  had 
been  put  In  the  work.   How  this  buildi  g  is  complet  c  and  filled 
rith  choice  young  women,  and  a  vide  spread  interest  in  the 
education  of  young  »omen  created.   '.  work  is  fini3  h<  .    ut 
I  had  thought  nothing  about  giving  up  my  position,  until  one 
morning  I  was  going  down  town. 

tween  the  Governor  s  ?Jansion  and  Meredith  College  1  ;as 
powerfu  ly  impressed  that  my  work  x£   w  s  at  an  end.   I  walked 
on  down  to  n   d  offered  rr;y  r  signaiton,  asking   .  IT-  Jon 
Chairman  of  the  e.  ecutive  Board,  and  Dr.  R.  T.   "ann,  the  ?res. 
of  the  College  to  arrange  no  position  in  the.  College  for  me. 
I  said  this  to  them  because  T  knew  there  was  much  t-  1 
making  a  "nest"  for  me  the  balance  of  my  life  on  c  ount  of  the 
work  I  h  d  done. 

I  want  no  one  to  think  th:  t  ]  regard  it  an  item  of  ex- 
traordinary  good  nrss  to  be  led  b;,  the  Holy  Spirit  to  go  here  or 
there*  or  do  this  or  that*   Down  in  my  heart,  I'd  be   shai  ed  of 
any  man  called  of  God  to  preach,  who  failed  to  depend  upon  the 
H  ly  Spirit  for  guidance  in  all  things,  especially     to  Kingdom 
work.   How  could  a  preacher  urge  the  oeople  "r o  be  c-  eful  for 
nothing  -  c  sting  all  y  ur  c:re  upon  Him  for  He  cvreth  for  yo  ",  if 
lie   ere  relying  on  "Egypt"  for  guidance  and  help?  The  Jews  did 
that  sort  of  thing  often  instead  of  relying  on  God. 

"-'r  FUTURE  "CliK. 

1     going  to  do  I  did  not  know.   When  p     s   for 
an  answer  to  that  question  I  said,  "The  One  who  took  care  of  six 
hundred  thousand  men  besides  women  and  children  without  even  a 
short  crop  for  forty  years  would  take  c:  re  of  me  and  my  family". 

drrKc:-r :  ysrc  r   '. 

Many   churches     anted  me    in  evangelistic   meetings.      I  had 
promised  to    be  with  them  and   must  keep    those   engagements. 
C     relic:     'ere   thinking  about    me  for    the    p   stor-  te.      "!:ile 
ceting  my   engagements,    I  was    impressed  that    T   mus         a    to    the 
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This   was      ritten   on  my  very  soul.      No   church    in   those      oun- 
tains   had    called   me.      I  could   give    no   reason  to   my  family 
friends   for  going.      Come    thought    I  had   become    insane.      Wife  Must 

,ed   not    to   leave    our   jood   home      e   had   built    in        1       :h   to   go 
with  me   on  what    they   called    "a   wild  goose    chase". 

I  did   not   pretend   to  know  why    I  was  going   to    the    '    i  Id 
Mountain:,". 

T  kept    on  with  my  meetings.        i  a   finally      old   th  t    T';     not 
go   for  my   family  was    spendin^    the   money    T   received   from  my 
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20*       meetings  for    support.      ''If    the   Lore    means   for   us    bo  ^o 
He'll   provide   the   money"   was   susxan   my  answer. 

The    time   fixed   in  ny  i  Ind    \       £0  Tund,    190::-.      The    1   st 

of      ay    I   came   iio r.ie    from  my    last    engageme   t.       Hoxelle,    ay   little 
girl,    nz  .   Lars.    J.    Ed.    Swain,      et      c    on  the    street   nea  3   e 

and   said,      Pap*  ,    I  guess  we're  going    to  the    mountains,    for  "other 
h  s   just   receive^.    ■     check  for    "ne   Hundred   loll  rs ! '.' 

This     ad      a  moot    powerful   impression    :  n   :  ■■  .      Especially 

because    the   money   came   from  an  unlooked-for   sourc    .      TTot   from  the 
mountains    nor   from     ;?  wif    'o   people. 

.Tune,    1905,   we"    landed   at    the   home   of    ."ndy    Tr_le,      i         rnards- 
ville,    2C   miles   Forth  of    asheville.      To  "be   sure  in  the 

w&d   mountains   of      estc-rn  Hbrth   Carolina.      Th     neighbors 
in  to   see   us.      Brethren   Ingle   and      Llliams     ;ere    full  of  questions   - 
r,Io   yo     know    Jreek?"     we      the    i  o:  tlin^      uestion.       'T 

year   befoee    I  fullv   knew  why    it    ;   a   necessary  for  me    to   know   greek 
to  be  able    to    occupy  any  field    in   that    section,    ii    ther       'a?!?e   an 
opening   for  any  pre  :  . 

began  to   preach  at    onee.      I   preached   45   days,    t    ice    each 
day,    to   churches   a   short  distance    iron  each  oth 

At  about    cve:y   service    I  noticed        highly  educated 
preacher   in   the    congregation,      r.e1    often  on   the    rostru    . 

Cne  day    I   preached  about   the    "Tricks   ofthe  devil".      J    said, 
"Cne   0-    the   tricks   of   the    devil    is    infant   baptism  -   a    trick    th  t 
has    come  down  to   us   from  the    degil  ±x      through  the  Roman   Catholic 
Heirarchy.      Another   one    of   the    tricks   of    the    devil    is    sprinkling 
as    a   substitute  for  Baptism.      Then   said   no   one  would   advocate   such 
trash  but    these    little   pop  gun   preacher   . 

After   the    benediction      the   Presbyterian  preacher    c  .  e    to 
and   said,    "It's  mighty  hard  to   be    called        pop-gun  preacher.      I 
said,    "Surely  you   con't   belong   to   that   bunch,    do   you"'  said, 

"Yes",    I   said,    »    ell,      ell." 

That   day    secrets    that   had   been  kept   from  me   began  to  vea- 

led.        This   man  came    in   this    community  and  began  to    preach   th   t 
none   of   us   h  d   been  baptized,      "hat    i      ursion  was    not  baptism    at 
all.      That    h      had    teen    .caching    ireek    in  a   Theological      Seminary 
and    knew   greek.      r:his    preacher   built    up   two    churche?    -   beautiful 
houses    of    worship   -    lorg     membership  made   up   mostly  from   the 
near-by  Baptist   churches.      After    I   peached     bout    the  tricas   of 
the   devil  our   people   came   back    le    tring   onl;  tb  rs    in  these 

Presbyterian  churches.      He  and    the   choice   teachers   he   h  d    with  him 
to    teach   "  'he    poor  mountai     whites'    decided    to    leave.  ilv 

greatly   enjoyed   the    c  .'  cl   •       .        '.ey're    our   f  -    to    thir 

day.      All   this    time    I  did   not  know  wh„     r   just   had    to   go   to 
Barnai dsville. 

Cnce    I  attended    the     uncombe   County  Association  a 
speech  about    the    education   of    our  ye    ns,    somen.  en 

met    In   the   church  yard  and   pledged    to    pray   d;  ily    th;  t    the    lord 
would   send  me   to    th?>  t   community.       I    then   understood   the      o   erful 
compulsion   I  dared   not  resist.      All   the  Baptist   charches    in    tb    t 
community  became   heartened  and   called   pastors   about    the   time    I    'as 
c,  lied  to    Burns vi lie. 


0.    L.     >trin   field 
21- 

BURy:3YILLB 

Hon.    Prank  Watson  and  my    clone  friend  and  ]       I  ke " 

ho      to  get  all  out  of   roe   that     n         orth  anything. 
Preaching    twice   a   day    in  protracted    meetings,    and    having    "all 
day"   meetings    in  the    2     churches   of  Yancey    County    /as    the   way 
we   did   things   over   ther,   for  a    ye    r.  time 

we   had   there. 

cCormick,    of    Chicago,    built  and  was  supporting  a 

school  at      Burnsville   -        Presbyteri;  n  school.      Board   a   tuition 
charges    /ere      50.00  a.  year.      Any    rho   could   not   pay   th    t   much,    nor 
any   part    of    th  t   amount    rere    invite-    to    come   and   be    educated 
free   of   cost.      By   the   tire   they   had   finished    the    course,    of   course 
they  joined    the    .  resbtcrian  church. 

'"o   the    credit    of    the  good    people   of  Yancey      ounty,    there 
was  a   Bap  iist   High   School  at    the    other   end   of   the   town  th 

filled  with  pupils    that    jli  dly   paid   much  more    for   Baard 
and    Tuition  than  was   charge      it   the  Northern  Presbyterian  school. 
The  free   tuition  and   barrels   of   old    clot&ftng    sent   down    from  the 
North  to   the    "Poor  In  ites"  ted    love.       'n.ny 

do   not   know   that   these   mountain  people   are    9       Anglo-Saxon     blood. 
The   time  Northern  magazines   published  pathetic    .rticles  about 
the   sad   condition   of   the     Poor  JWEfctsxxasasliX    Mountain     hites    of 
7/estern  Worth   Carolina"    to    secure   funds   from  Northern   people 
was    the    time    they  made   a  blund    r,    thai    h  d    J::,  ■ i Lure    following   the 
expenditure   of    the  funds   received. 

'rue    enough,    there    are      eople    in      /•    mount    ins  well      s    in 

the    low   country  who   can   be   bought.      But   no   section  of   "orth 
Carolini        ia    >3        ter  men  .-men   than   live    in     estern  North 

Carolina.      "rue,    too,    there   are   aa   brilliant    intellect       i         ..st- 
ern as   well  as    in  Western  1Torth   Garoli   a.      T  k  :o      quite   as   rruch 
about    one    section  as    the   of    th(       t.  be,    for    I've   been   ove      it 
many   times. 

~ne    of    the    finest   ehi  racl  I    ever   knew    i      Pr?                  on  who 

lives    at   Burnsville.      A   man  who  I  lows      ow   to  give  money  for   th 

support   of   his   "aster's  work.  choice    spirits   to                   ith 

h  i  m . 

hile    I   was   pastor   at        i         ville,    Berea   Ohure:     cal  e   at 

a  salary   of    it    .OC       year    .      I   rode   ac      ss   three   mount    ins    35 
miles    to   preach  for   that  church,      ^hey    soon  bee  i  iss     tisfied 

about    the    salary     nd   aaid    they  wanted   to  jive   me      100.00  a  year. 
I  have   never   allowed    the  amount    of    the    salary    to    have  anythii 
to      ;       i  t  h  me  . 

nt        rj    Alexander  v                   iber   of    that    Church.      S    e    sras    the 
daughter    of   Brother   Stradley,         "        s    the   first  1  .>:    of    the 
First   '.artist    chnrch,    of      sheville.                   i    ed    it  i      r      t    pri- 
vilege  to  have   herx   in  ry  congregation,      "he    said,  "xxprKaoeJ 
How   can  you   preach  to   so   few   people    like   .  ou   do?"  Ld,    "1 
preach   to    th     quality,    and    not    t                 uantity".  ,     there 
was  not   to   be   long. 

much  Ksaagg 

hile  L  was  pastor  at  Burnsville,  Berea  Church  called  we 
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22-     at   a   salar,    of      50.00   ■    year.      I   rode   across   three   mountains 
35   mile. j    ;o    preach  for   that   church.      They    aoon  bee    me   dissatisfied 
about    the    salary  and   said    they    'anted   to  give      e      100.00  a  year. 

I  have    never  allowe      the   --.mount   of    the    salary   to  have   anything   to 
do  with  me. 

Aunt   Mary    \lex;.  nder     as  a   r. ember   of    that   church.  ;he   wa3    the 

daughter   af   Brother   5 trad ley i   who  was    the    first   pastor    of    the   First 
Laptist    Church,   of     Asheville.      I  regarded    it  a  great    privilege   to 
have   iitr   in  my  con^re^:  tion.        -he   said,    "How   car   yoi  icb    to    so 

few  people   like   you  do    '       I   said,    "I      reach  to    the    quality,    and  not 
to    the   quanit ;.  t".       !fy    st  y    there    w    a    not    to    be    long. 

IGN 


h  d   promise-'    to   hold  a  meeting  at     Bakerville,    the      Capital 
of      itchell    County.      Going   ov-r    the  raountai     covered   with   snow, 
with  my   mind   on  the   se:  ies   of   meetings    T  was   to   be    in     t      Bakers- 
vil^e,         strong    in;     ession   came    to      e    that    I   must    resign  my    church 
at   Burnsville.      I  went    on  the      ■    kersville,    ate   suppe;    and  be      n 
to  fix  for  church* 

i,    I  could  not  het   leaving    my     Burnsville   pastorate    off   of 
my  mind.      So    I   ;;rote   out   my  resignation  and  mailed    it.       r   en   I 
could   take   the   meeting   on  my  heart.      When   T  returned,    I  found  all 
greatly    surprised   that    I  should   leave    the    church.      1   could   g  ive    no 
reason  for    leaving   except    that    I    was    impressed   to    leave.       I    had 
no    call   to  Lay    other   work. 

I   had  give:,   myself   to   the    Lord,   and   expected    Him  to  m;  L;e   use 
of   me    in  any  ^loce  He   h^   for     e.         Truth   is,    one   day  while    I    :    s 
trying    to   pray    I  asked    the   Lord    if   He   had   any   herd    work   that    others 
did   not   went   to  do,    to    let  me   do    that.      He   must   have   granted   my 
request,    as   you'll   see   before  you  aet    to    the   end   of   my   life's    ?torry, 
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,  pastorate  was  quite  short,  but  delightfu  i:nd   eventful. 

e  moved  into  the  p  rsonage  1st  of  ay ,  1906   [..reached  my  last 
bc  mon  there   December  23,  1906.   "he  fellowship  with  the  Lo 
Browns,  Ten  els,   Grice  a.nd  other  faithful  ones  was  very  delight- 
ful to  me  and  my  family. 

Brother  "3rice  'now  uite  efficient  pastor  of  est  Asheville 
Church)  w;  s  our  Choirister.  He  not  only  sang  well  himself,  but 
great  y  inspired  others  to  sing. 

fur  deacons  looked  after  the  finances  and  the  teaching  of  the 
Sunday  School  and  the  B.Y.P.C-   I  cheered  them  all  I  could  in  the 
preparation  of  their  work.   What  a  joy  it  was  to  meet  them  and  talk 
over  the  junday   ':c.eool  lesson  together! 

August  19,  3  p.m.  vi  s  an  eventful  d  y  to  me  -   The  church 
building  was  filled,  and  standing  room  at  a  premium  on  a  week  day 
too.   The  pall  bearers  placeo  the  corpse  of  Mrs.  Pennel  in  frorat 
of  the  pulpit.   I  said,  "One  of  the   troagest  members  in  this 
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ehurcn    is   in  her  coffin  .      had  tths. 

IT   la  church  d^ri   .,.     .  itox    '■-    . 

finanei    llj    f   r;        c  iger.  [  told   the 

torj    o     her  _r.    t  life,    "   very    Lord*)    d 
turned  he*  faee   towa  da  her  church   to   px  her      istor. 

o"  for  he  -  fcter      it      her  face  '       . 

t  an   in3;ir   tlon   to     ny   p  stor   to   ha  ri  ra   like 

Do  you  know   the   :  ennel  boy  .   eh  rmin     ch  hiey 

It      oea  a.  an  who   continually 

pie  .:i;.;;:.        j  It  for  God ,    c         :        1    ring 

•  th<  r*    t  )    turn  her  off. 

C     the   taother a  who  have   1  fa   ill  i^!     fchera   in  heaven. 

Givt   "    •■  roll  ayi  I,      .:      fcl  •    rorld  wil  .of 

them.         t      ;  -,     to      r>-eh,   when  a  gi       t    li:  .._  one 

out    into    *'f  e   ethe      nooro".      "'  e   th  £   bell  eve  th    in  LI   tie1? 

die". 

stay  at     set  Sn     is  so   ch  rating  to  me.  'o    '  ,         rtor 

of   the      Lrst          -ch,  is   so  reatful  to  be  with  on  j    .       'eema 

to  be   not   ling  a«                   •'      to  hav                     time    the 

.    I    v.       ;.'.      y   life. 

to  •      i    :■•■  '  .1  a-:      ogan 

girls,  and   the  Browne,    all   standing   like   gi  .    om. 

La   no  longer   the   High     chiol  bo/    T  used    ; 
Dr.        re<     Seown,    p      tor  of   on:  church   i>         wcville, 

dear   it    La   to  life  to  see  all  these   boy  ;irls. 

ma .   ,     .  c. 

pro  -     est   End  e  1    to     Efciden  to   take   cha:        of     o   th  Fork 

Institute   -        school  esti  blished  by   1  th  .7ork  1    I  Ion  - 

.    J.    ,".    .    ys«   r  having  ■      . 

Ir    connection  with  tin  ohool,    I  tc 

rgi     oi        iden  and    Olii  rchc    . 

Tf   ;  .i-y   u$   to   this    fci  le,    yc 

.   x±inrg  ingf  ie  1  1  pal.  . 

Batters  to  g  .    o  .    th  .       eh 

:       .-\H-tro,    the   school    ?as      ery        ail,         ra       c    -      Las     iell« 
t ,     fia         ischi  ra. 

rork   to  which    r    w   a   call*  ..  e 

c   lieu  g.    J.   HOneyeutt  to  '  icipal.  ion  to 

my  I    at      .     '.    I.    am     t        ch  .  to 

"outh  CaroliB     to      ii     i      t!  largeisent   of  Gr       •>      Lc     olleg«   for 

o   en,    loi     ted  at    ;;r^  enville. 

c    her  29,    190C ,    11      .    .    by  a    v  :.  t  e 

to  the   r'esrion  of    the   ^nptint      I  "he 

First   Baptist   church,   of  Spartanburg,     5.   C. 

I     en t ion  "11  p.i  . ''     ec  use  oi    the  latene  a   ..  aur,   and 

the  great  eakeri    that   preeee  ,.    t-  1      -      i.      oteat, 
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j  resident   of  Furman  University,    Hon.    B.    ST.    Shuman,    Chairman 

of    Boarc    of    Trustees   of   fli.F.C.    and    President   ff    Cf.      .    .,    Dr.    James. 

At    this    late   hour    I   was   oblige  3    to    do   extraordinary  ways   to 
secure    the   attention   of   a   tired-out    congrag:.  tion.        rter    securing 
ihe    attention  of    the   packed  auditorium,    I  said    the  best -things    I 
could.      I  would    not   mention   thin   but  for  the    many  strong   men  Y/ho 
told  me  afterwards,    ,1  Ii    you   had    taken  a  collection  at   the    close    of 
your    speech  you  would  h»ve  gotten  a  Hundred  Thousand   Dollars".      How 
I   have  regretted    tha.t    I  did    not    take  a    collection  that    night.      For 
e    inning    the   follwoing  Feb.    it   re;uir  d   about    to   ;.-."      to   secure 
a   Hundred   Thousand    dollars. 

Rev.    E*      •     a- sterling    »as   the    financial   .gent   for   Furman 
University.        e    soon  combiner    our   efforts,    he   visiting   certain 
sections    of      outh   Carolina   and    I    the    other   sections   of    the   State. 
We   put   forth   our  strength  until   December   aO,    1909.        s    I  recall, 
we  secured  abou     '."wo  Hundred   and    Twenty-Five   Thousand   Dollars 
for  both   Colleges. 

The    churches    I  visited  would   make   a   long   list.      The    speeches 
and   sermons   I   delivered  would    look   so   extravagant  ■  I   hesitate    to 
put   the  number   of   them. 

It    is   pleasing    to    state   that   our  efforts  for   the   education 
of   the   young  women  of    3.    C.    were   greatly  reward -d    in   the   number   of 
pupils   -   Baptist  girls   -   who   began   to      ttend   College. 

hile   we      ere    tal&ing    the   education  of   youn^   women   in    3.    C 

where  we    a      bout   100  girls   at   G.F*C.    and  about    the    same   number   at 
Limestone,    Gaffney,    S«    G. 

At    this   writing  we   have  four  great   colleges   for  young  women 

in  S.    C.   with  an  attendance    of   say,    Twelve   hundred   girls,    not    to 
mention   the   hundreds   of    Baptist  girls   who   attend    the    'tote    College 
for  women. 

If   anyone  who   becomes  a   financial  agent   for   any   except   a 
State   school    expects   to   be   petted  along  hi^   journey,    he'll  be 
sor-ly  disappointed   before   he   gets   far.       If   he    has   a   vision  as    to 
the   outcome    of   his    efforts   -    in  the   supply  of   cultured   young- 
people  for   kingdom  work  he'll  have   sufficient    inspiration  from 
the  Throne. 

LOl  E      E     rT '  HY 


I  left  Greenville,  S.  C.  December  30,  1909,  to  sid  in 
securing  '""even  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thousand  dollars  Tor  on::  Seminary 
from  Sort fa  Carolina  Baptists.   During  the  year  1910  I  had    delight' 
ful  time  with  ray  Horth  Carolina  friends, 

I  -  et  so  many  of  them  who  had  stood  by  me  y     before  while 
we   ere  building  Meredith  College. 

To  add  to  my  pleasure  there  was  i    v  ry  strong  sentiment  over 
the  state  for  our  Seminary.   For  a  year  I  received  no  bumps  and 
bruises. 

-  precious  doctrine?  of  our  Savior  are  so  terribly  ignored 


0.    :  .    nringf  Leld 

25- 

and  abused    by    th.se      ho   inake   loud    professions    of    love      nd   friend- 

shi      toward   His  word    that   our     reac  er?   musl    be    able    to    sui  ?ess- 
fully   "contend   for   the  faith  onee   delivered    to   the     taint    . 
puerile   a.         litiful    it   seems    to      e    to    hear   so-called   Theological 

. cholars    trying    to  explain  away   the   most      r   ciou     doctrin        in  the 
Lord*a      jo;..      If    it    were   not    $o  red  an   awfully   solemn,    it   would 

L    u|   table.      To   choke    tl  . &    God    on  any   subject,    and   boast 

of    spirituality  manifests   a   soul   oeceived   by   the   vile    ore. 

"Why  call  ye      e   Lord,    Lord,    and  do   not    th<    thi  I   say?" 

;-a^   a   joy   to  me    the'. t   our     eminary  at   Loui  iville      Ky. ,    and    onr 
e  unary  at      :.  co ,    Texas,    have   never  been  guilty  of   explaining 
away  any   doctrine   of      doa's      ord,    nor   of    standing   for   any   doctrines 
not    clearl,/    taught    in    the        Jible. 

Th   s   ye    r,    1911,    was   a  year   of   great   anxiety   to    me    trying    to 
find    ofct   what    use    the   Lord   had   for  me.      M  ter  working  fo.     our 
Semin  ry  about    sia    months,    touching  the   high  places   of   vrorth 
Carolina,    '  ev.    J,    C.    Fowler,    of    Clinton     °>.    C.  ,    received   an   offer 
of    large  f  unus   to  establish  a     anual-  .abor      chool   near 

LAM  ;    3.C. 

He   urged     le    to    help  him  secure   a   number   of   farms    in  that 
section  a  i      I    rge   subscriptions    to    erect    suitable   buildings. 

To   this    I  g   v      m,     energies   until    I  had   succeeded    ina    _    eat 
way.  people      earby  responded   most   heartily.         The   land, 

many   hundred    acres   and   subscriptions  amounting   to   many   thousand 
dollars,    the   time  came  for  us   to    know  about    the    "great   funds"    of 
the   wealthy  nan  -   He  had    changed   his   rind. 

Njas      oo  work  for  us    to    do   alone.      So    I    <■■      efully 

returned   all    the   noted    1   hat    received    (to   ray   shame   and    without 
any   co    pensatLoa   for   my  efforts.) 

MIS     5URI. 


Lexington  College  for   omen,  represented  to  Powler  and  le 

as  the  property  of  the  Laptist  State  Convention,  of  rissouri,  with 

the  Convention  behind  it,  was  offered  to  us  at  a  price   e  coild 
aff  or-'  t  _  g  ive. 

It  greatly  needed  to  Le  enlarged,  and  better  equipped. 
June  26,  1911,  with  much  enthusiasm  1  &egan  to  visit  the  churches 
over  the   tatef  ana  Kansas,  securing  funds  and  pupils. 

Very  any  pastors  of  the   tote  were  Horth  Carol  in  ions  who 
assured  me  that  they  would  not  fail  me  in  my  effort.   very  >:any 
people  were  ^raciouo  to  me  cecause  i  was  xrom  (forth  Carolina.   The 
graciouo  reception  0:ven  me  by  all  the  Baptist  churches  made  the 
burning  hcot  summer,  and  the  bitt  r  cold  winter  ('Hier.        e  d 
below  nero )  acre  tolerable  for  re. 

The  16  of  "arch,  1912,  was  a  t_reat  day  to  me.    That  was  the 
day  ry  eyes  we  e  opened  to  the  real  situation  in   j  sour1. 

.,  ev  ry  .hit  a  gentleman,  said,  '•  Tr.  Stringfield, 
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t    pre    is   nothing    pe:  d   ii  I  ';.    going   to        y    ;o    yoi  T 

encouraged   hire  to   tell  me   his  whole  heart. 

T  en   lie   said,    ,,r"   ere   are   a   hundred    schools    in  ;  ri    tn  t 

h   vc      s  at   claim  on  my    liverality     s   Lexingtor    college     ias. 

It    is   not   owned  and  ed   by   tr  tist    ?ti  te    Convention. 

I  made   host   to    tell  Fo   lea    and   the    Trusteed  what    the    Judge 
had    told  me.      Having  felt    th  e      ad   been  deceived    in   the   matter 

I  resigned     hd    left     "issouri  at    oiice. 

VAITGKLI       . 


Before  I  feegin  the  story  of  my  work  to  save  our  land  from  the 
leg  lized  liquor  traffic,  T  owe  it  to  my  love   one"  and  my  iriends 
to  say  that  I  have  allowed  no   ork  T've  been  it:  for  our  schools 
and  Colleges  through  the  years  to  hinder  my  most  delightful  ~'ork 
of  trying  to  preach  the  blessed  gospel.   I  have  gladly  seised  evrry 
opportunity  to  preach  on  the  Lord's  days  two   nd  three  times,  and 
very  often  have  spent  weeks  in  "protracted  meetings".   In  these 
■■•eetin. ;s  the  Holy  Spirit  led  hundred?  to  accept  our  lavior,  and  others 
to  dedicate  their  lived  to  the  ministry  and  other  3  in  ;dom  wor  . 

a  joy  to  me  to  meet  those  T  encouraged  in  t  m   cceptr.nce  of 
a  call  to  the  ministry  -  who  today  are  powerful  preach  rs  of  the 
blei  ed  tidings.   Fow  that  I  am  ne  ring  the  end  of  my  ■  rthly 
life,  it*s  a  dear  jog  to  me  that  I  have  ?tood  for  every  doctrine 
revealed  to  us  in  the  Bible. 

Explaining  "t    ot  washing" why  we  did  not  ra  tice  'Foot 

washing   s  an  ordinance  of  the  "Baptist  churches  -  was  hard  for 
me  till  I  carefully  noted  that  there  :  re  but  two  ordinances  of  the 
churches  of  which  Christ  is  the  Head.   His  ordinances  must  point  to 
the  death,  burial  and  resurrection  of  our  Savior  and  the  memorial 
ordinance  which  is  to  "show"  our  faith  in  his  death  "till  he  co:  c.  . 

■     feet  shows  nothing  of  the  blessed  offering  on  the  Cross 
for  our  Salvation,  therefore  it  would  be  sinful  to  practice  it 
as  a  church  ordinance. 

The  lope's  '•Seven  Sacraments"  is  blatant  bli   sp  eg  .   Of  this 
I  am  very  sure.   Its  god,  and  his  word  to  show  us  how  to   et  to 
heaven.    Its  the  lope  and  his  crowd  to  deceive  men  and  women  with 
idolato ry  -  i  ta riolatry  . 

THE  AJTT(  -   LOCH  LSAtiU  I. 


The   ptist  State  convention  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
Methodist  Conference  of  Forth  Carolina  passed  resoluti  i      inst 
the  legalized  sa,le  of  intoxicating  iicuors. 

©he  ,rethodist  Confer  nee  appointed  Rev.  R.  L.   Davis  to 
represent  it  in  its  xjxk  fight  against  li  uor. 

rhe  Baptist  Convention  (  id  not  secceed  in  securing  a  man  to 
represent  it  until  "Tay,  1912.   Cur  sir:-       were  en*  <ed. 

»oon  as  it  was  known  that  I  had  returned  froi   issouri,  I 
w:  s  askea  to  represent  our  Conventi  n  to  fight  liquor.   J  w  s  f  r 
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from  jumping   t  the  t  sk,  yet  T  saw  no  way  to  turn  from  it.   I  t 

I         n  old  lion  in  his  den.   The  arch  ene,-  y   of  all  that  i 
is  good  ^n   pure  had  h-d  his  way  with  the  liquor  der  on  very  many 
years.   He  had  succeeded  in  securing  for  the  trafic  re      bitity, 
"v  n  preachers  drank  'hiskey.    '"       destruction  of  the  hoi  es  of  the 
Zand  which  it  brought,  the  tens  of  thousands  of  graves  occuj  ied  by 
drunkards.  The  tenn  or  thousands  of  your   omen  ruined  fo   time 
eternity  s  em  to  have  made  no  very  serious  impression  on  the  ninds 
of  the  more  cultured  people  of  the  land. 

To  drive  this  legalizec  demon  out  of  the  land  •  a  sneered 
at  as  en  im  ocsible  thing  to  do. 

I  h    t   veled  over  '  issouri  recently,  so  terri  ly  whiskey 
cursed  in  -11  the  cities  and  towns.   I  had  spent  most  of   my  1  fe  in 
whiskey-cursed  North  Carolina.   I  had  t  -^veiled  ovei        th  t 
had  been  a  "  Dry  F5tate2  thiryt  ye  rs*   How  carefully  I  had  noted 
the  differe.ee  in  the  conduct  of  the  people.        no      nov 
whiskey  bloated  faces  in  Kensa:  .   T  heard  no  profanity,  nor  did  I 
see  an;  sign  of  vile  conduct.   All  the  j  lis  were   mpty  -  a  dry 
r- 1 ;  t  e  . 

Tith  all  this  deep  in  me,  ■-  nc  "ith  The  Bap1        te       :tion 
behind  mes  T  was  not  one  bit  afr    t    ckle  the  demoxxnixed  trafic. 

t  1st  of  Jfey  1912,  to  first  of  January,  1915  -   1-  rconths 
T   et  an  average  of  four  en^- age  ents  each  week,  besides  travelling 
hundreds  of  miles,  and  spending  two  weeks  of  the  time  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  feshington  'Ity,  in  great  national  mec       to  rallv 
the  forces  for  national  pro  hi  biter  ion. 

"e  succeeded  in  a  wonderful   y.   The  time  our  own  F. 
Legislature  passed  a  bill  allowing  a  man  to  have  only  one   uart  a 
month,  I  resigned. 

I  told  my  friends  th  t  a  ;•  n  could,  not  beat  his  wife  very  muhh 
if  he  had  only  one  quart  a  month.   From  the  time  Congress  passed 
a  bill  for  prohibition  until  this  writing,  the  whiskey  crowd  has 
been  slandering  prohibition.   They  boardcast  falsehoods  like  this: 
"It  cofts  the  government  millions  of  money  to  prosecute  the  viola- 
tors of  the  Prohibition  law."   "  efer  cry  one  to  our  Attorney 
General,  /heeler,  Washington,  D.  D.  for  the  items  of  expense,  slid 
the  great  profits  doming  to  the  government. 

The  1:  t  time  I  notieed  the  items  of  ecpense  -   The  gov  rnr>ent 
appropriated   even  Million  Collars  to  enforce  the  Prohibition  law. 
The  incc     id  by  the  toiolaters  of  the     through  fines    d  the 
liquor  captured,  and  outfits  taken  including  the  vehicle;  confis- 
cate   3i      to  more  than  ten  tines  the  amount  the  go  -rnment  had 
a  propriated. 

If  prohibition  be  expensive  the  bootleggers  t'r  t   re  caught 
at  their  deviltry  pay  the  co  t,  not  th<-  tax  payer:.   Like  th  good 
ro  d   e*re  having  -  those  who  awn  autos,  and  trucks,   ay  for  them 
no  the  tax  payers. 

en  the  prohibition  lav;  ceases  to  be  violated,  there  will  be 
no  more  use  for  jails  and  poor  houses  in  this  land  than  there  is  in 


C.  L.  ^tringfield 

28— Kansas,   "here  will  be  talk  of  repealing  the  prohibition  law 

so  long  as  the  devil  rules  the  live^  of  men. 

it  the  same  reasons  exist  for  maintaining  Prohibition  that 
i  i  it  d  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  Prohibition  -  The  pro- 
tection 01  our  h  mesg  -  nd  the  char;  cter  of  our  people. 

Our  people  were  being  poisoned  in  body  and  soul.   Hon.  Richard 
R.  "obson,  Congressman  from  Alabama,  delivered  a  speech  June  30, 
1912)  proving  that  liouor  kills  more  men  -  ten  thousand  tines  as 
many  men  as  all  the  rare  in2300  years.   TTis  er.ac t  wor<        r'~he 

shington      an  invest ig  tior    the  Destruc 
tivene    of   ar.    Taking  all  the  wars  of  the  world,  iron  the 
Eusso- Japanese   ar  back  to  500  years  oefore   Christ,  the   ar  College 
frund  th:  t  t  he  total  number  of  killed  and  wounded  in  battles  to 
amount  to  2,800,000.   Comparative  figures  show  the  appalling  fact 
that  alcohol  is  killing  off  as  at   n.y  Americans  ev  .11 

the  wars  of  the  world  have  killed  in  battle  in  2300  years.   'ringing 
the  awful  curse  to  lighi     our  daily  work.   Additions  to  the 
prohibition  ranks  were  manifest  continually  until  victory  came. 

;    S  ■■■  - 

.    1915,    to   July   10,    1916      I   visited    the   large   churches 
fron  lond,    Va.    to  Tampa,    Fla. ,    speaking    in   the   interest    of 

a  great    work  to   be  done  at      Ridgecrest,    K.    C. ,    for   the    preacher's 
and   oth  i    kingdom  workers.      Some    day    ]    venture    to   say  a  _  v      t 
work   .-.'ill   be   done    th  re  .  kes   time   for   big   things   to   grow. 

SIj      [ILE    iCj  ■:■■'   i ,    ■-;.'-. 


November  20,   1916,  to  September  1917,    di  whs   I  could  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  fine  school  e  'Lave  there. 

lsto  tcademy,   everne,   .  C.   on  the  railroad  between 

Batesburg  and  Perry.   A. school  built  through  the  effort   of  Sev.  T. 
H.  Posey,  at  a  time  whe  i  money  was  very  scarce,  and  -.lien  ill  the 
odds  .ere  against  him.    e  all  jut  as   ell  out  it  dowr  for  a  fact. 
The  A      ry  of  our  sould  perfectly  hates  schools  th  t  have  for 
the  prime  motive  the  building  up  of  the   aster's  Kii        So 
Brot  ler   osey  had  his  time  with  the  po      gainst  him. 

Brother  f.  tL  Cannady,  a  choice  man,  was  selected  as  '"rinoipal 
of  the  school.   Ana  from  then  until  now,  he  ha'  done  his   ork  well. 
Pad  it  not  been  for  the  untiring  ork  of  Brothe  T.  H.  Posey, 
Bdisto  Ac;  demy  wotild  not  have  been  establis  Ped,  r  venture  to  say. 

did  what  I  could  with  the  gracious  help  T  had  from  September 
1917,  to  ovember  1,  1918. 

SING  .0. 


Proa  April  21,  1919,  to  June  30,  1919.   Secured        ire 
Thousand  Dollars.   All  these  schools  were  included  in     I 'lion 

campaign. 

HOME  FOR  MOTH CHI  LEEKS. 

uary    1,    1920,    I  gladly  began  to     vork  fo:;  t   home   for 

motherless    children.        Such  a  home    appealed  loudly   to   me.        e   h  d 
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;b  for  fatherless  children,  but  no  [.lace  in  the  South  for 
mot!::  1   -  children.   1  ;v.  7,   '  .       iaulding  had  succeeded"  in  securing 
a  large  tra  t  of  1  nd  ne  "  Kings  Creek  Station  -  a  station  on 
Railro   bet   i     ckshurg,  3,  C. ,   nd  ]  ock  TTill   '.  C. ,  and  h  d 
rith  gre<  t   roism  to  furnish  shelter  for  the  hundreds  that 
3king  to  be  sheltered  from  the  chilly  winds  go   which  mother 
1 :   children   e   to   .  heir  to. 

That  I  hi   learned  through  the  years  about  the  influences  to 
which  motherless  children  were  subjected.   I  j.     ly  heart  did  _o 
out  to  them.   So  'tws   a  joy  to  me  to  sj  end  at  1       year  in 
helping  to  enlarge  the  buildings.   Faili  g  to  have  our  Baptist 
c  convention  to  join  with  the  South  Carolina  Convention  in 
taking  charge  of  thi3  Home  j  intly,  and  having  oounc  how  gladly  th 
the  Berth   :r:  ina  baptist  would  support  such  a  home  if  it   ere 
located  in  ITorth  Carolina-- 

t  m,  own  expense  I  began  to  ^ee  my  Forth  Carolim   Brethren. 

'.'  CITY. 

September   192  It   came    to   me    to  gc    to     Forest        City. 

'Twas   a  pray   r-meeting  night.      A   large    corwd   cm    out.      T   poured 
out   my  heart   to  them,    and    :isked   them  for  fifth  thousand   dollars 
to  build  a  home   for   motherless   children  at    that   place.  ious 

to  do  the  right  thing,  and  wishing  tc  confer  xx  with  the  le.  ders 
of  the  church*  I  asked  for  a  coi  tutted  of  nine  to  meet  me  t  the 
church  the    next   morning   to  discucs   the    matter   thoroughly. 

Thursday    morning*  11    1  ever  forget    it.  met    at    the 

church.      Speec   es    .:ere    nr  3e    by   :    number   of    the    committed, 
which  a  vote  was    taken   to  give   me   fifty   thousand   dollars   to 
e:      bli  home  for  Mot  erlee      children,'  at     Fa]  City,    if   the 

t  '.    I  Convention  would  endorse    the    work.        1    t    'C         ork 

si  oulc1      e   endorsed    by   the    corw -xitio  my     ugg<     tion. 

"'ell,   you  know  there*s   no  language    to   expres      the   deep  feelings 

0  f  a  )'<■  e  ar t . 

I  the    rorld's   hap    iest   man  -    surely    I     u?t  en,    for 

1  could      ee  ,    (ithought)    hov;  gladl,     our    Convention 

sveh       grei  t   proposition,    for   such  a   great   work.  ready    to 

ting,    but   the   committee   was    rot.      "o   m„       .  -     .  ise    they 
asked  me   to   be   au]  !  1.;    pastor  of    the    church.  :  could   do 

that,    as   our   Convention  did   not   meet   until      December.  Brother 

Alexander  and    I  had    th     ch  nee   t      f    I1     over  1  □     he   anc  ]    could 

Befiure    a   hundred  thousand  dollars   more  for   th<     work   in  that 
section   of    the      tote. 

Lde    everything   to    preach  for   the    church   till  j 
of   1922.  fcful   tins  >o       :  th  those   dear   people. 

Brother  Collins   and    I  attended    the    Convention  which   convened      t 
Wins ton- Salem,    in  December,    1922. 

"  delighte'di   I   was   to  go  with  the  on   my 

h  art   for   motherless  children,    and      ith   the      3surance    of   fifty 
thousanc.   dollars   iron  Forest    City  Baptist    church. 

ruling    of    the    convention    is    that   resolutions   and   motions 
that      re   to   come   before    the    Convention   r.re    to   go   through  a 
Committee   First. 


0.    3  .  field 
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:    ou     work  w«  b  being  discussed  by  the   ro  mittee,    Bro. 

Collins   and    I  were    present,    not   to    make  a  spcecl.,    but  to    assure 
the    Committee   th  t   the    offer  of    Fifty   Tl  ov      nd        11a:  no 

fake-        '- "   e  enough   spendable    .f'f   r.       '    d  ■    :  ise 

nome   I'll   ndjt  mention  here,    c  me  rushing   in   the   room,  saying, 
"t-  »thren,    I'm  scared."      "ure   he    looker1    it   too,       [8i  lid 

111  hi  t     ■-;      re    now    loing. 

t     ar    "dumb-foi     d€  l1       3      c    say.  n     for    bh    t    i    n  who    ' 

over     nd    :vc      expressed    jreat    interest    in  a  ho 
children  to   turn     g    ir        the    pro    ostiin   of  i  I  rch. 

r    1;    I   h    I   net   one   word   to    say.      Ify  mouth  led   u    . 

But   i  3    tho   g   tc   hi  ve   never  been  sealed   up.      Here   goes   — 

1st,    T,t    an     i  frl   state    of    things      hen  any  on.  tisl      an 

-   "  edo-bj  )tist   bishop    to    shut    the    mouths    of   the    t]  inking 

rren   of    our   Convention-  e    havi     I   ughed  for  many  years      t    the 

big    Tke   who    sa  id    to    Carj       "Sit   down,    young     sn     '-hen   th*    Lord 
wants   to   save  the  he;,  then,    he'll  save   the    . 

d.     ,,r,is   a    terrible   responsibility   a  man  takes    ..,  elf 

to   hinder  any  work   the    Lord   !    s   directed    to   be   done.         ?1  t    the    Lord 

diree   ed    this  Rome  for  Motherless   children  to  be   built,    I  an  quite 

sure.      T!e    sent   me   to    Forest   City   like   Re   !     s    se  1  \    placed 

e*inc<=    18?  3, 

He    put    fche    amount    I  was   to    ssk  for    in  my  mind.      He   put    it    in  the 
ts   of   those-   dear   people   to   ^ive   it    to    me.      Th     7    -  d    ha:    done 
al   of  waiting   since   our   Savior   came    to   us.      "ne   day 
there'll   be  a  home    foi      I   fc]  .    ]    3        hildren   in  Rorth    Caroli    a 
I  v en tur e    to    s a y   t h i s . 

Put   a  sure  thing,    I'm  not   going    t'  1    ice    of   m,     journey 

through  this   world  with   a    chip   on  my  shoulder.      T'      g    :■:      out   of 
this   joyously  happy   -    I've    tried   very   herd   to   follwo   whal    I 
thought  to   be  His  way   -   the  gulling   hand   of    the    "roly  Spirit. 

1922 

In  a  few  days    "   was    to  go    to    one   of   ra     ho  e  idee.1 

R.    C       [had   finished      y  work      t  Fo:       I        "ity,  "        ly  pastor. 

t  had   urged  them   in  ev  ry  way    I   could   to      ecure  T2a  .       \yerc-   for 
their    pa  it  r. 

lie      u       iy  goods   to   move    to    Wendell.      One    night    the 
phone   called   me    to   visit    Jonesville,    S.    C      "I   tried   to    make    light 
of    the   call   to   be    the   p    etor  at  that   pi   ce.      The   e    rne  it   voice 
over  the    ph<  e  not  oYk   to   be    lightly        _  d.  my        y  to 

7endell   I  called  at   Jon        Llle,      .      .      T    '. .  "en 

minutes  befo        !  I  anted  tl     re    as   the    pastor 

of   th  +  .     .    ■"    Iph   ?.      prlhgs   and  t    ".,_   'ing     chu: 

use    I  found     >.    number   in   those   cl  -       hes    that  fi       t(  c    on 
the   trut  ?    -.  .■'       .    I'm  pleased    tc    e    11    bh   t    the   jc  etorate 

T   ever  hud.      Indeed,    the   cheap    things    that    I  met,    like   many  pastors 
have,    were   too   small  for  me    to   wa:  te    time    with. 


0.    L.    Stringfield 
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T'ro;-  7     a  ry  19??,  to  January  1924,  I  was  joyously  happy 
every   day. 

t  delightful  truths  opened  up  to  me  which   greatly 

e- joyed  trying  to  preaeh. 

yed  on  and  on  till  the  church  called  Dr.  rllson 
t  b   'rr'  rould  oall  a  pastor  for  them  who  eould  le  d  them  to 
greoted  achievements  for  the  faster. 

1  I  T  am  for  him  '  r.      on)  to  be  there  now.   How 
I  crave  for  all  those  who  profess  Hia  name  there  may  be  His 

followers. 

This  October  21,  1924. 

By  Hio  blessed  grace  I*n  willing  to  go  or 
3tay  at  His  bi  ding. 

I  am  now  with  our  daughter,  rjfrs .  J.  Ed  Swain,  whe  e  I'm 

hairing  all  the  comforts  and  pleasures  the  world  can  iff  ore. 
Very   j  y   re  wife  and  7  to  be  h  re.    r.  Swain  is  such  a 
tie-  r  husband,  father  and  son-in-1:  . 


